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For The Money
You Need, There’s
No Place Like Home.

If you're like most people, your home is your biggest asset.
With a NationsBank home equity loan or line of credit, you
can use this asset to pay for virtually anything you need —
home improvements, a college education or to restructure your
debt. We can even help you finance a new car with our
TaxSmarts auto installment loan.

A home equity loan or line of credit is secured by the equity in
your home, and typically features a lower interest rate than
other types of loans. Plus, it may qualify you for tax savings.*

So come see us. After all, for the money you need, there’s no
place like home.

NahionsBank

*Consult your tax advisor to determine whether tax savings apply to you. Home equity and TaxSmart loans are not available in Texas.
NationsBank subsidiary banks are members FDIC and 12Y Equal Housing Lenders. ©1994 NationsBank Corporation.
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By Stuart Mclver

hen 1

think
of Thelma
Peters, | think
first of cross-
word puzzles.
“History’s a
Mystery” was

the puzzle she

constructed
each quarter
for Update, the forerunner of South

Florida History Magazine. I'd grab the

latest issue and see if [ could come up

with the answer to such Miamiana as

“What Julia Turtle’s home became, 1

across,” or “— over Miami, 3 down.”

Thelma was an historian with a sense
of humor and a down-to-earth touch.
History to her was never statistics or
trends. Tr was about pioneer families,
abour cacching fish, about treating
head lice with kerosene. She told of the
Mettairs favorite horse, Prince, and
how Prohibition forced the closing of a
popular tavern, commemorated by a

bronze plaque, which read:

Here lies les restes of Ye Wee
Tappie Tavern,

Once an hotel, a gaudy gilc tavern,

Born in champagne in 1911,

Died in limeade before she was

Seven.

In February Dr. Thelma Peters died in
a retirement village in South Carolina.
She was 90. She left behind many
friends like myself, who consider them-
selves lucky to have known her, and
three wonderful books about whar life
was like in Miami. She wrote Lemon
City: Pioneering on Biscayne Bay, 1850-
1925; Miami 1909; and Biscayne
Country. Do yourself a favor and read
them. And for starters, turn to Page 25
and read her account of her own hurri-
cane honeymoon.

Thelma Peters was a versarile woman.

SPRING 1996

At various times she was a novelist,
poet, archeologist, college administra-
tor, editor, historian, bicyclist, wife,
mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and for a brief period, interim
director of the Historical Association
of Southern Florida. She filled this
post until our present president, Randy
Nimnicht, could take over. About his
predecessor he said, in a statement to

The Miami Herald,

“She would be a role model, I think
today, to many younger professional
women. This lady was always
strecching to reach her potential.
She was so far ahead of her time.
Good lord, she lived life to its
potential. She did so many things.
She was a ground breaker.”

Thelma Peters taught at Edison High
School, Miami-Dade Community Col-
lege and the University of Miami. She
became the first chairwoman of the
social studies program at Miami-Dade
and developed the first Latin American
history class for Dade’s public schools.

Born Thelma Peterson in Indepen-
dence, Missouri, she moved with her
family to Florida in 1914. The family
lived near Lemon City on land that is
now part of Barry University. She was
educated at Miami High School, Bre-
nau College in Georgia, Duke Univer-
sity and the University of Florida,
where she earned her Ph.D. In 1976
she was elected president of the Florida
Historical Society.

In 1974, while she was serving HASF
as our interim director, she wrote in
“From the Director’s Desk,” a feature
of Update, our earlier magazine:

Among the satisfactions of work-
ing in the historical museum is
the opportunity to meet and ralk
with our visitors. History buffs,
pioneers and their descendants,
the nostalgic and the curious, all
come our way.

And all who came her way were lucky
indeed to have known her.
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Dear Rebecca:

Congratulations on a job well done!
The first issue under your direction
is beautiful. T have shown some of
the extra copies around at work and
the comments are exciting to hear.
The full-color layout of Glenn West-
fall’s article and the absolute beauty
of the cigar labels made it an imme-
diate hic with the Bureau of Survey

and Mapping.

With warmest regards,

Dr. Joe Knetsch, SMA 11
Bureau of Survey and Mapping
Division of State Lands
Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Edirors:

Dr. Westfall’s skillful integration of
Cuban history, cigar history, labor
history and art history into Floridas
history was exciting to read.

The author’s obvious knowledge of
these diverse fields and his ability to
blend all chat history together in one
brief, readable essay is commendable.
Further, the illustrations and judi-
cious use of caption color made the
whole picce a beautiful ching to
behold. This is certainly one of the
best articles (color, design, typogra-

phy and general interest) to appear in

your journal.

The passage on “The Lectors™ was of
particular interest. Westfall mentions
“political” readings, but does not say
what kind of politics. Although his-
rorical references to leftists and com-
munists are terribly out of fashion in
Florida these days, it is interesting to
note that the cigar workers, and con-
sequently the lectors, were largely
influenced by the left as far back as
1924. Passages from Marx,
Kropotkin, Malataesta and other
famous revolutionary propagandists
along with Shakespeare and Cer-
vantes were among the most popular
readings by e/ lector.

The Communist Party made signifi-
cant inroads in Ybor City culture in
the early 1930s. When the cigar man-

ufactures banned readers from the
factories in 1931, the cigar workers
went on strike, dt‘m:—mding the return
of el lector. This was one of the rare
moments in American labor history
when workers went on strike not for
wages or hours, but because of a
thirst for cultural enjoyment and a
need for knowledge. A culture strike!

For those who are interested in the
“other side” of Cuban-American his-
tory, Gary R. Mormino, professor of
history at the University of South
Florida, and George Pozzetta from
the University of Florida published
an excellent, well-illustrated arcicle
on the subject of Florida’s Cuban
cigar workers in Labor’s Heritage, vol.
5, no. 1 (spring 1993).

Yours truly,
John Gladstone
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IN TUNE WITH THE TIMES!

MODERN TECHNOLOGY

WITH OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE
> -COCONUT GROVE BANK

MEMBER FDIC

2701 So. Bayshore Drive, Miami Florida
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You've been promised the sun
O . and the moon by giant

Joyce I.
(305) 569-0029

Kory

companies that want to help you
manage your assets. But they've
made similar promises to everyone
and you're left disappointed.

omn

First Security Trust Company

is a pure trust company. We
customize investment, trust and
estate planning strategies based on
your special needs.

Please call today and learn how we

exceed your expectations.

Who Can You Trust in the Trust Business?
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HisTorICAL MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA

Metro-Dade Culrural Center
101 West Flagler Street, Miami

(305) 375-1492

General Information: Open Monday through Saturday, 10 A.M.-5 BM;
Thursdays until 9 M. Sundays, 12 noon-5 M. Closed on Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Adults $4; Children 6-12 $2. Members Free.

EXHIBITIONS

Miami: THE FIRST 100 YEARS,
APRIL 18 - SEPTEMBER 29, 1996

Travel through 100 years of history and see how Miami grew

from a trading post in 1896 to today’s mecropolis. Coordinated
with Miami’s centennial anniversary in July, this exhibition fea-
tures interesting artifacts and photographs from the museum’s
extensive collections. An exciting century of development
unfolds before the visitors’ eyes. This exhibirion will also include
a muld-dimensional display featuring local residents who con-

tribute family photographs and stories through the museum’s
) g &

. . Faces of the Centennial Project (Fall 1995 - Sum-
mer 1996) and the Miami Centennial Quilt, cre-
ated by local quilters through the Miami Centennial Quilt Pro-

ject. Guest curated by Dr. Paul S. George.

MAJOR MILESTONES, IN LOBBY THROUGHOUT 1996
This centennial exhibit—displayed in the form of a timeline— fea-
tures a mural of hand-painted ceramic tiles created by the stu-
dents of Frederick Douglass Elementary. The mural visually
depicts the |'1i5tdry of Miami and highlights the regional plants

Llﬂd animals Eh'dl' I‘C[.)]'CS€H[ the Ll[]iquC CII‘J]“JC[C[ ()F S()Ll[h FlUl’iL{R

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF
SOUTH FLORIDA SPECIAL EVENTS

JUNE 9, 1996

Dr. George Metrorail Tour of Greater Miami; 11:00 A.M.
Dadeland South Station, at the rail entrance. For a comprehen-
sive tour of our multicultural county, hop on the Metrorail with
Dr. Geéi‘gc and travel 20 miles around Greater Miami. From
WWII camps to historic waterways, farms and racetracks. to the
many ethnic neighborhoods of Dade County, you will hear
about the people and places that made Greater Miami what it is
today. Members: $10; Non-Members: $15, plus $1.25 rail fare.

JUuNE 22, 1996

Tropees 2nd Annual Historic Pursuit Limo Rally

Miami Beach; 7 pM.-midnight.

Join the Tropees for “Historic Pursuit,” a Miami history Trivial
Pursuit® / scavenger hunt / progressive cockrail party combina-
tion. After a champagne toast, participants cruise in limos from
clue to clue throughout South Beach, enjoying complimentary
drinks and hors d’ocuvres on cheir hunt for historical answers.
For reservations, please call (305) 375-1492.

JUNE 23, 1996

Stiltsville / Key Biscayne Boat Tour; 5 PM.-8 M.

Enjoy a picturesque South Florida sunset on this relaxing sum-
mer evening boar ride while cruising through Biscayne Bay's
most unique neighborhood. Hear all about Stiltsville, Virginia
Key, Key Biscayne and the Cape Florida Lighthouse on this
comfortable, historical journey. Advance reservarions and non-

SPRING 1996
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refundable payments are required. Mem-

bers: $20; Non-Members: $25. To reserve, call (305) 375-1625.

CENTENNIAL EVENTS:

Fall 1995 - Summer 1996

Faces of the Centennial

The Historical Museum is gathering materials and stories from
area residents to tell abour Miami’s most important element
throughout all of its 100 years — its people. The museum is
assembling a multi-dimensional Faces of the Centennial exhibic
and databank using photographs, mementos and family histories.
Yours should be included. Everyone in Miami — whether you
came a month ago or your relatives came a century ago is invited
to participate. Something brought us all here, and this project
aims to define what chat is. Special Thanks to the Goldsmith
Family Foundation, a major sponsor of this project.

JuLy 28, 1996

The Big Walk with Dr. Paul George; 11:00 A.Mm.

Meet at Tobacco Road, 626 South Miami Avenue. This tour, spe-
cially designed for Miami’s Centennial celebration, will take you
through 100 vears of fascinating history. Follow Dr. George north
on Miami Avenue to see how the city grew from a trading post on
the Miami River to the metropolis it is today. Admission is free.



THE ROAD
TO
CLEWISTON

CLEWISTON MUSEUM
112 South Commercio Street, Clewiston
(813) 983-2870

General Information: The Clewiston Muse-
um, founded in 1984, is a growing museum,
collecting and displaying items, large and
small, important and trivial, which reflect the
past of Clewiston and its surrounding area.

The Clewiston Museum is open 1-5 M.
Tuesday through Saturday, with seasonal
adjustments. No admission fee is charged;
however, donations are encouraged.

L&A

COLLIER COUNTY MUSEUM
3301 Tamiami Trail East, Naples
(941) 774-8476

General Information: The Collier County
Museum explores the people, places and
everyday events that have shaped Collier
County’s heritage. The museum and four-acre
historical park are open Monday - Friday,

9 AM. - 5 PM. Free.

Exhibitions and Events:
The Key Marco Exhibition,
December 7, 1995 - May 31, 1996

Experience the unique opportunity to
view some of North America’s most
treasured pre-Columbian artifacts,
including the celebrated Key Marco
Car, a wooden statuette that was
carved by ancient Calusa Indians,
preserved in the mangrove muck and
then unearthed on Marco Island 100
years ago. Through an unprecedented
loan arrangement with the Florida
Museum of Natural History and the
Smithsonian Institution, the Collier
County Museum is exhibiting the
Cart and other rare objects from one
of the richest and most spectacular
archaeological discoveries of Native
American artifacrs.

FORT MYERS
HisTorical. MUSEUM
2300 Peck Street, Fort Myers
(941) 332-6879

General Information: Open Tuesday through
Friday, 9 A.M. - 4 M. and Saturday, 10 AM. -
4 r.M. Closed Sundays and Mondays. Admis-
sion is $2.50 for adults and $1 for children

under 12.

Boca RATON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Town Hall, 71 N. Federal Highway
Boca Raton, Florida 33432-3919

(407) 395-G766.

General Information: The Boca Raton His-
torical Society operates a Muscum and Gift
Shop at the old Town Hall, 71 North Federal
Highway, Boca Raron. Hours of operation are
Tuesday through Friday, 10 A.M.-4 PM.

The Boca Raton Historical Society
offers weekly guided tours of the
Boca Raton Resort & Club Tuesdays
at 1:30 M. The tour lasts 1 1/2
hours and costs $5.00 per person.
Luncheon at this private resort is
available to tour participants. Call
the Boca Raton Historical Society for
tickets and information.

FLORIDA HISTORY
CENTER & MUSEUM
Burt Reynolds Park
805 North U.S. Highway 1, Jupiter

6639

Center & Museum is op
artifacts from early Florida inhabitants in the
permanent museum collection and view the
traveling exhibits. Open Tuesday through Fri-
day, 10 A.M.-5 PM. and weekends 1-5 PM.
Closed on Mondays. $4 adults; $3

$2

The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse is open Sunday

ednesday, 10 A.M.-4 p.m. (Must be 48”
tall to climb.) For information: (405) 7
. $5.

The DuBois Pioneer Home is open Sund
and Wednesday, 1-5 eM. $2.

Exhibits and Events:
Colors of Statehood: Florida Faces,
February - July 1996

In honor of Florida’s 150th anniver-
sary of Statchood, this exhibit illus-
trates the many ethnic groups who
helped shape Florida through
authentically costumed mannequins,
historical photographs and docu-
ments and colorful displays. Featur-
ing Seminole Indians, Women Flori-
da “Crackers,” and African Ameri-
can Slaves, Minorcans and children,
these groups will come alive through
a state-of-the-art interactive display
comprised of five dioramas with life-
like mannequins, cight-foot photo-
murals and artifacts.

MelUTH FLORIDA HisTORY MAGAZINE
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he Third Annual Miami

International Map Fair, held
February 24th and 25th, brought a
wealth of rare and beautiful maps to
the museum for viewing and purchas-
ing by more than 700 attendees.

The Map Fair, now in its third year,
was chaired by former museum presi-
dent Dr. Joseph H. Fitzgerald, a map
collector and auchority in the field of
historic maps. The Map Fair is
designed to assemble leading dealers,

collectors and experts in antique maps

from around the world, to provide a
forum for sharing infor-
mation and
expertise.

Twenty-four map
dealers participated.
They came from
Germany, the Nether- U8
lands, England, Cana-
da, Argentina, Aus-
tralia, and various parts
of the United States. The
fair had something for

uring this centennial year the

Historical Museum of South-
ern Florida offers a special opportu-
nity to revisit Miami’s fascinating his-
tory. Miami: The First 100 Years is a
remarkable exhibition that portrays
the events and circumstances that
made Miami such a unique and won-
derful place and showecases aspects of
the way people used to live in Miami
and in surrounding metropolitan
Dade County. Designed to educate
visitors about the city’s founding and
to foster ideas about the metropolis’
future, this walk-through display uses
photos, maps, documents, audio,
hands-on artifacts and statistics to tell
the tale of the Magic City on Bis-
cayne Bay.

SPRING 1996

INTERNATIONAL FAIR PUTS
THE MUSEUM ON THE MAP

e L ] L] L] L]
everyone. Neophyte map enthusiasts
were able to buy maps for under $50.
The rarest and most expensive item

was an atlas brought by one of the
Dutch dealers, valued at $340,000.

Ralph Ehrenberg of the Library of
Congress gave the keynote address.
Our own curaror, Becky Smith con-
ducted a workshop on preservation
and care of historic maps. A panel dis-
cussion on Map Collect-
ing in the 1990s fea-
tured Mr. Ehrenberg,
local collector Dr.
George Vergara and
map dealer John
Berryman from
Ormond Beach.

Fair goers were

encouraged to’

\ bring in one of
their own
maps for
expett opin-
ions offered

HisTOrRICAL MUSEUM OPENS

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION

To kick off this wonderful exhibit,
the museum hosted a turn-of-the-
century affair for its members and
invited guests. LeBasque Catering
provided a fanciful fete and ABC
Costume Shop donned the wairers in
nineteenth-century garb. Bunches of
sunflowers and other wildflowers
from Curbside Florist brightened the
museum’s lobby and created the
ambiance of an 1890s picnic while
Frederico Britos and his tuxedoed
musicians entertained the guests with
delightful upbeat jazz throughout the
evening (special thanks to Flamingo
Formal Wear for providing the tuxes).
Artist Vann Helms graced the Culrur-

by the outstanding dealers.

In the few, short years of its exis-
tence, the museum’s map fair has
become a prestigious event in the map
world, drawing visitors from all over
the United Srates and many foreign
countries. It is the only event of its
kind in the western hemisphere.

Arttendees enjoyed hospitality provid-
ed ar a cocktail reception by Bill
Hansen, caterer and adjunct professor
at the School of Hospitality Manage-
ment, Florida International University,
and the Catering Management Class,
Spring 1996.

To receive information for the 1997
Map Fair, set for February 1 and 2,
please contact Marcia Kanner, Map
Fair Coordinator, at 375-1492.

(Left) Map dealer Pierre W.A. Joppen, owner of Paulus
Swaen Old Maps & Prints from the Netherlands, displays
one of his anfique maps.

(Next Page Below Left) Tropee Executive Council mem-
ber Martina Hahn and husband Stuart Baur . (Right)
HASF Trustee Linda Lubitz of Woolf and Lubitz Consulting
and Tessi Garcia-Smith.

al Center Plaza with brilliant

screens of Miami to greet the visi-

tors as they came to the museum.
The entire evening was a celebration
of Miami’s colorful history.

Two HASF trustees who served full
terms on the board were honored at
the annual membership meeting
before the exhibition opening. John
C. Harrison, Jr., chairman of the
board, presented plaques to Priscilla
Greenfield and Janice Pryor in recog-
nition of their service to the board of
trustees. Both women sat on the
board for six years, the maximum
term allowed for HASF board mem-
bers. The Historical Museum thanks
you, Priscilla and Janice, for your
dedication and support.



CULTURE COMES To LIFE

lose to 1000 people came rto the e

Historical Museum to learn, listen and dance at its
first annual Family Day on May 11. As part of the muse-
um’s centennial celebration, the event was dedicated to
Miami’s diverse heritage.

Miami Jackson High School Jazz Ensemble, the 21st
Century Steelband, Sosyete Koukouy, Tfé-Tlé

e o ;
(a regular at the museum’s Harvest

Festival in the fall) create Nicaraguan festival crafts.

Family Day was funded in part by a Community Grant
from the Metro-Dade Culrural Affairs Council.

One of the day’s highlights was the official unveiling of

Dance and Music Ensemble, and El Toro
Huaco treated the visitors to a continuous
schedule of jazz music, Trinidadian calypsos,
Haitian dances, Afro-Cuban rumbas and
traditional Nicaraguan dances. The museum
was alive with Caribbean and Larin flavor!

Families also enjoyed a wide range of other
activities, from craft workshops and pro-
grams on the giant floor maps to eating

ethnic foods and watching Chony Gurierrez

the Miami Centennial Quilt, presented by
Commissioner J. L. Plummer, Jr. This col-
laborative work of art, coordinated by the
Hiscorical Museum and the Quilt Scene and
sponsored by NatdionsBank, depicts various
scenes of Miami’s history and represents the
many cultures that bind Miami. The Miami
Centennial Quilt is on display in the Muse-
um’s lobby through September 29.

(Left) Neri Torres, Artistic Director of Ifé-1lé Dance and Music
Ensemble, entertuins the audience with o chekere.

A NIGHT OF MAGIC

Imagine the Royal Palm Hotel in all ¢ o
its glory. It's 1896, music floating

above the din of the guests’ laughter and parrots™ charcter.
The rich aroma of prime

rib, turtle soup and wine
filling the air. Elegant
ladies dressed to the hilt
in bustled gowns and
dignified gentlemen in
top hats and rails, danc-
ing and talking and
reveling. Celebration is
everywhere, good
cheer abounds, all
cares take the night
off.

This was the aumosphere at the Centennial Ball in
February. To start this centennial year off right, the Royal
Palm Hortel opened its doors once again to host a grand
gala for more than one thousand guests, treating them to
a seven course meal — complete with prime rib, sorbet
and consomme (in lieu of turtle soup) — and offering
continuous entertainment with three orchestras chat
played music from the turn of the century all the way
through the present decade. The guests turned out in
their feathers and top hats, and waltzed, “merengued” and
boogied into the wee hours of the night. It was a night of
fantasy in the Magic City.

The City of Miami Centennial Com-
mittee was the true host of this fabu-

lous event who, quite literally, recreated the Royal Palm
Hotel by raising an enormous tent on the DuPont Plaza
parking lot — the original site of the hotel — and build-
ing a giant facade of the Royal Palm’s entrance. Antique
cars and horse-drawn carriages lined up outside to add to
the 1896 character, and everyone who was anyone
showed up, including

Henry Flagler, Julia Tut-
tle and Mary Brickell.

Of course, guests
included the zany
members of the His-
rorical Museum. John [k~
and Berh Harrison, §
Bob and Holly Bat-
tle, Mike and Tessi
Smith, Alan and
Linda Lubitz, and
Martina Hahn and
Stuart Baur were among those to join
Randy Nimnicht, Andy Brian and other museum staff
members at the amazing affair to welcome the centennial
vear. This evening of gaiety was truly enchanting and fan-
tastical and will live in our minds through another centu-
ry of magic.

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY MAGAZINE
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GOOD FRIENDS
ARE GOOD FRIENDS ...
EVEN WHEN TIMES
ARE TOUGH.

M We the members, directors, officers,
l volunteers and staff are proud to have

he Historical Museum of Southern
Florida salutes these good friends

who helped us meet and exceed our earned community support for this

1995 corporate fund-raising goal of $200,000.

Corporate Grand Benefactor
Federal Express Corp.

First Nationwide Bank
SunTrust, Miami, N A,

Corporate Benefactor

Bacardi Gifts & Promotions
Barnerr Bank of South Florida
Biscayne Greyhound Track
Chrysler Corporation
Coopers & Lybrand

Daily Business Review
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co.
Haff-Daugherty Graphics
Honeywell, Inc.

Keen Battle Mead & Co.
NationsBank

The House of Seagram

Turner Construction Company

Corporate Patron

American Airlines

Beber Silverstein & Partners
Burdines

Capital Bank

Curbside Florist & Gifts, Inc.
Daniel Electrical Contractors
Faglc Brands, Inc.

Eastman Kodak Company

First Security Trust Co.

Florida Power & Light Company
Gardner’s Markets

Greenberg Traurig Hoffman et al
Johnathans Catering

Mile Marker Productions, Inc.

Morrison Brown Argiz & Company

Naples-Fort Myers Greyhound
Norwegian Cruise Line Lid.
Savings of America

Shutts & Bowen

Southern Wine & Spirits

Star Clippers Led.

Steel Hector & Davis

Thermal Management, Inc.
Therrel Baisden & Meyer Weiss

vital South Florida cultural institution.

Corporate Member

A & V Refrigeration Corp.

A Customer First

A-1 Sun Protecrion, Inc.

A1l Fargo Van & Storage
ABC Distributing

Adco Parch, Inc.

Advanced Services, Inc.

AIB Financial Group, Inc.
Allied Specialty Co.

AT&T Wireless

Bierman, Shohat, Loewy, Perry & Klein, PA.
Bilemore Hotel
Brown-Forman Worldwide
Carriage House Imports Lid.
Chase Federal Bank

Cirtizens Federal Bank

City Nartional Bank

Coastal Fuels Marketing, Inc.
Coconut Grove Bank
Community Air Conditioning, Inc.
Cordis Corporation
Corporate Advisors, Inc.

Deering Bay Associates

10 SPRING 19906




Diamonette Party Rentals
Diaz Nursery, Inc.
Ductmasters, Inc.

Ebsary Foundation Company
Energy Cost Savers, Inc.
Extebandes

Farrey’s Wholesale Hardware Co.
FEDCO, Inc.

First American Title Ins. Co.
Gene’s Carering

Giancarlo Jewelry Designs
(Golden Press

Harrison Construction
Honshy Electric Co., Inc.
Hopkins Carter Company
Hotel Inter-Continental
Horel Place St. Michel
International Finance Bank
Jack Nicholas - Golden Bear
Jacobs & Carney

JAE's Fine Jewelers

John Alden Life Insurance Co.
Kendall Appliances, Inc.

La Tradicion Cubana

La Voile Rouge Hotel

Legal Impressions, Inc.
Lightning Printing

Lowell Dunn Company
Mallah Furman & Company PA.
Matson-Charlten Surety Group
MH Engineering, Inc.

Miami Herald

Montenay Power Corp.
Mounrt Sinai Medical Cenrter
New Era Business Group
Omnifax, A Danka Company
Park Central Hotel

Peoples Telephone Company
R. Palacios & Company

R.J. Heisenborttle Architects
Recchi America, Inc.
Rechtien International Trucks
Republic National Bank
Richey & Diaz, PA.

Ruben’s Air Conditioning, Inc.

Rubin Barney & Birger, Inc.
Sears Roebuck Company

Smith Barney Shearson

Spillis Candela & Partners, Inc.
Sun Protection Control
Swanson Printing, Inc.

Tacos By The Road

Temprrol Air Conditioning, Inc.
TGSV Construction, Inc.

The Fortress

Transatlantic Bank

Tropical Heat Air Conditioning
Tutei’s Headquarters

Van Dee Distributions Service
Vitas Healthcare

Weekley Asphalt Paving, Inc.
Wire Masters

Witty Air

Wolfberg, Alvarez & Partners
Xerographic Copy Centers, Inc.

Foundation

Alma Jennings Foundation, Inc.
BankAtlantic Foundation
Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation

First Union Foundation

Geiger Charity Foundation, Inc.
Goldsmich Family Foundation

Leigh Foundation, Inc.

Peacock Foundation

Ryder System Charitable Foundation

Corporate Contributor
Aircraft Electric Motors, Inc.
Bank of New York

Bank of North America, N.A.
Biga Bakery

Biscayne Engineering
Blockbuster Enterrainment
Casa Grande Hotel

Christy’s Restaurant
CITIBANK PRIVATE BANK
Club Limousine Service
Coral Gables Dry Cleaning

HASF Director
Florida Power & Light
jq_in C. Harrison, Jr.
ASF Chairman
Harrison Construction

Crown Sterling Suites

David’s Cafe 11

De Lara Travel Consultants

DeMoss Air Cnndi[ioning

Desjardins Federal Savings

Fisher Island Club

Fleming A Taste of Denmark

Gary Player Golf Equipment

Granny Feelgood’s at Metrofare

Greater Miami Convention &
Visitors Bureau

Hard Rock Cafe

Harvey Levine Interiors, Inc.

Hirni's Wayside Garden Florist

HNTDB Corporation

Hotel Sotitel

Hydrologic Associates USA, Inc.

International Recovery Group

John Martin’s Restaurant

Kendall Appliances, Inc.

Kenny Rogers Roasters

Kunde Sprecher & Associates

Lario’s on the Beach

Lyons Salons

Mayfair House

Miami Dadeland Marriott

Mobile Home Air Conditioning

National Distcributing Co., Inc.

Planet Hollywood

Radisson Mart

Randazzo Electric, Inc.

Riviera Country Club

Scotty's Grocery

Snow’s Jewelers

Southern Certified Systems, Inc.

Suddath Relocation Systems

T-Square Miami Blue Print Co.

Tessi Garcia & Associates

Tobacco Road

United Distillers

United National Bank

Warren Daniels Construction

Westview Country Club

Xerox Business Systems

> s
Lynn Pike
HASF Secretary
Cypress Consulting

Randy F. Nimnicht
HASF President
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CoolL IT, SAID JOHN GORRIE

PANHANDLE DOCTOR

Imaginc life in South Florida with-
out air conditioning.

In this centennial year, plus one, of
the American Society of Heating, Air
Conditioning and Refrigerating Engi-
neers (ASHRAE), it is natural that we
should revisit the history of air condi-
tioning and spotlight the stellar role
that Dr. John Gorrie of Apalachicola,
Florida, played in its early develop-
ment.

It is extremely unlikely that any of the
group of heating engineers who con-
vened the first meeting of the Ameri-
can Society of Hearing and Ventilating
Engineers (ASH&VE) on a winter’s
day in New York City in 1895 had
ever heard of John Gorrie.

During his professional lifetime, Dr.
Gorrie was the most prominent citi-
zen in Apalachicola. A true Renais-
sance man, he was physician, physicist
and inventor. He served at various
times as postmaster, city councilman,
treasurer, mayor. He founded Trinity
Church in Apalachicola.

[n summers it was not LlHLlSLl'dl o sece
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PIONEERED IN A

By John Gladstone

the port hospital crowded with sea-
men afflicted with malaria and yellow
fever; it was suspected that they were
the source of the periodic fever
scourges that swept through this semi-
tropical area. In 1840, nearby St.
Joseph Hospital was ravaged by epi-
demics of cholera and vellow fever,
and over 100 persons died of the fever
in Apalachicola in 1841. It was here
that Dr. Gorrie chose to do his work.

The doctor resigned his position as
president of the Branch Bank of Pen-
sacola to dedicate himself solely to the
prevention of yellow fever and malar-
ia. He supervised the draining of
swamps around the bustling seaport,
and during his office as Mayor, he rec-
ommended a plan for a hospital for
poor and needy people, a project that
was later undertaken by the city.

He was convinced that he could save
his patients, who were dying from
malaria, if only he could reduce the
patient’s room temperature. So, armed
with his knowledge of the laws of
thermodynamics and his understand-
ing of the transformation of energy, he

T
1
8

}
i

R CONDITIONING

set about to develop his rational cold-
air rcfrigcrating systerm.

Bernard Nagangast, who has done the
most current research on Gorrie, has
pointed out that Gorrie “remains a
man of mystery.” Although much has
been written of him, traditional ]eg—
ends and hearsay have been the basis
for much of what has been printed. As
one researcher noted, “He was born
on two different dates, graduated from
medical school on two different dates,
and died on three different dates.”

But there is little doubt that Gorrie
devised his first ice making machine
in 1842, Writing in the Apalachicola
Commercial Advertiser in 1844, under
his nom de plime “Jenner,” he pro-
posed that, “the houses of warm coun-
tries be built with equal regard to
insulation, and a like labor and
expense be incurred in moderating the
temperature and lessening the mois-
ture of the internal atmosphere,” to
reduce the threat of malaria. He fur-
ther theorized that elevated tempera-
ture with high humidity “prevents a

large portion of the human family




(Right) Tools of the trade: (a) Hoisting tongs, for hauling blocks up the
inclined plane and for loading ond unloading vessels; (b) Breaking-off
bar, the ice cutter’s handy tool — the broad blade is for detaching
lorge sheets and small blade is for splitting off the smaller blocks; {c)
Caulking bar, for filling the groaves in the ice with snow or chips to pre-
vent flooding and freezing up; (d) Plow rope, 10 feet of 3-inch manilla
cordage. (ASHRAF Journal, July 1976)

(Below Right) Dr. John Gorrie of Apaluchacola, Florida,

{John Gorrie State Museum)

(Below Left) The ice crop on the Hudson River, 1874 —
Cutting the ice. (Harper's Weekly, March 7, 1874. Courtesy of John Gladstone)

from sharing the natural advantages they possess, and caus-
es mental and physical deterioration of the native inhabi-

tants.”

In another article, “On the Prevention of Malarial Disease”

(June 1, 1844), he wrote:

The proposed engine for ventilation, and cooling in
tropical climates by mechanical power is simple in its
construction, requires but a small expensc of

ther shipping delays were incurred by fierce competition
between northern and southern business men who fought
over bank credits and prices of delivered ice. The retail
price of Boston lake ice, when available at the Gulf pores
from Apalachicola, Florida, to Brownsville, Texas, before
the Civil War, was 10 cents a pound.

The unreliability of ice deliveries to Apalachicola drove Dr.
Gorrie to invent a mechanical icc‘—making system to guaran-
tee that his fever patients would always have

power, admits of being complete in its opera-
tion, and its parts if well made are not liable
to be injured by wear. It consists essentially
of two double acting force pumps — one for
condensing, and the other for rarefying air
— and an air magazine or receptacle for con-
densed air. It may be placed in any part of a
house or ship.

The doctor went on to describe the funcrion of
his compressed-air refrigeration system and pre-
dicted a future when “fruits, vegetables, and

meats would be preserved in transit and thereby
enjoyed by all

»

Before the coming of the railroads in the late
1850s gave the South many inland cotton
depots, Apalachicola was the sole outlet for all
cotton grown in the Chattahoochee Valley in

Georgia and Alabama as well as the Florida Panhandle. The

second largest seaport in the Gulf, it was by no means a
“small town” by contemporary standards. Tall ships from

around the world sailed in and our of this vital cotton port

in great numbers; over 200,000 bales of cotton moved
through the port in one year.

The availability of ice was central to Gorrie’s thinking by

this time. Traditionally, ice was delivered to the Gulf ports
by sailing ships out of Boston and New York, where it was

harvested from norchern lakes and stored in ice houses.

Buc shipping schedules in those days were unreliable.

Storms around Cape Hatteras and the Florida coast during
the summer and fall accounted for many shipwrecks. Fur-

available ice.

Gorrie petitioned for his patent (No. 8080) in
1848, burt northern newspapers aligned with
the ice trade atracked his ideas so vehemently
that all backers shied away from him. He never

received a penny for his great invention. But his
new machine provided both ice and air cooling
for history’s first air-conditioned hospital. His
process was the predecessor of the compressed-
air ice-making machine used almost universally
aboard ships in the early twentieth century.

The pursuit of ice making did not begin with
Dr. Gorrie nor did it end with him. Some-
where around the time that Gorrie was search-
ing for a better way to cool his patients, Ferdi-
nand Carré, a Parisian scientist, was searching
for a better way to cool French table wine. On Ocrober 2,
1860, Carré received his U.S. patent (No. 30201) and
went into production with a rather primitive, small absorp-
tion system; it was one year before the Civil War.

Soon ice machines were being built in France, and James
Harrison, a Scortish-Australian, convinced of Australia’s
economic need to ship refrigerated beef to the European
market, successfully built a brewery cooler in Victoria and
other plants in Sydney and London.

But nowhere could the machines compete with the north-
ern harvests in Boston, New York and the Great Lakes.
Progress remained slow.

What really triggered the development of the commercial
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ice-making machine was
the Civil War. During the

War the northern ice har-
vests were no longer avail-
able ro the Confederate
States. The South became
desperate; the blockade
kept all but Gorrie’s hospi-

tal from using ice.

In 1863 the blockade was
broken via France to New
Orleans; a couple of small
Carré absorption machines
were brought through.
One went to the Convales-
cent Hospital in Augusta,
Georgia, the other to a
large Texas ranch. That
was the beginning. In the
15 vears following the
Civil War, the science of
making ice took a giant
leap forward, and the
United States moved into a
position as world leader in
the manufacture of ice and
scientific preservation of
meat, fish and dairy products, as well as the production of
beer.

[ce houses along northern wharves had been a major indus-
try. They had endless chains (the forerunner of transmis-
sion belts) for transferring ice between ice house, schooner,
and wagons. Tools and equipment long since out of use —
horse-drawn ice planes, plows, and cutters, breaking-oft

Supplying un ocean steamer with ice. (Harper's Weekly, August 30, 1884. Courtesy of John Gladstone)

industrial waste. In a few short years natural lake ice would
have become unpotable.

The early history of John Gorrie is shrouded in mystery.
Like that more famous American, Alexander Hamilton, he
was born on St. Nevis in the West Indies, and also like
Hamilton, his facher was of Scotrish descent. His mother,
however, as one story goes, was a young Spanish beauty
who fled Spain with the middle-aged Caprain Gorrie at the
turn of the century.

When political problems broke our in St. Nevis, Caprain
Gorrie brought his young wife and baby son to Charleston,
South Carolina. Some reports have it that John was actually
born in Charleston after his mother arrived from St. Nevis.
(Birth records and census figures in those years were not
always available.) At that time, 1803-04, the population of
the United States was about five million, less than one half
the number now living in Florida. Thomas Jefferson was
President. Water power was the major source of energy.

Caprain Gorrie returned to St. Nevis, and John never again
saw his father. But monthly remictances arrived from St.
Nevis, and mother and son lived without want. The young
Gorrie attended the best private schools in Charleston.

In his early twenties, Gorrie attended Fairfield Medical
College, a highly respected medical school in New York
and earned his Doctor of Medicine at the age of twenty-
four. Following his mother’s death, the young doctor left
South Carolina and opened a practice in Apalachicola.

When Gorrie arrived in 1834, there was still a large seg-
ment of Apalachee Indians living near the river, but in
1840 the remnants of this once large nation that had lived
along the river district since 1716 were removed by the fed-
cral government and resettled on a western reservation.,

bars, caulking bars, ice saws, grapples, hoisting
tongs, skids, etc. — constituted a good-sized
supporting industry.

But the winter industry of cutting up frozen
lakes and rivers and storing the great blocks of

ice for summer refrigeration could no longer
hold out against the prospect of year-round ice
manufacturing, As manufactured ice became
competitive with nacural ice, the ice houses
began to convert to ice plants.

Ice and refrigerating factories were springing up

It is about
this rime that
the commer-
cial history of
Apalachicola
begins. The
Bank of
Apalachicola
was lncorpo-
rated in 1839
(capital
$500,000),

everywhere. Some of the major refrigerating
machine manufacturers operating today were
founded in the first 25 years following the Civil War. As
the nation grew in population and industrial manufacture
in the post-Civil War era, America’s pristine lakes and rivers
were turning brown and poisonous with raw sewage and
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Delivering ice in town. {Harper's Weekly, August 30, 1884. Courtesy of John Gladstone)

two newspa-
pers, 1he
Gazette and
The Courier, were published that year, the first race track in
Florida was opened, and many clegant homes were con-
structed in Apalachicola and nearby St. Joseph — and




Florida was admitted into the Union
as the 27th State in 1845.

Gorrie died six years before the firing
upon Fort Sumter. He was only 52
years old. Following Abraham Lin-
coln’s election in 1860, Florida seced-
ed and joined the Confederacy. Dr.
Gorrie’s son and his daughter’s hus-
band, both officers, died in the Vir-

ginia campaign of 1862.

If not for the pioneering work of such
scientists as John there would have

been neither ice nor air conditioning.

Gorrie’s contribution to our present-

day standard of living is immeasur-
John Gladstone, Fellow

and Life Member of the

American Society of

Heating Refrigerating

and Air-Condifioning

Engineers, serves as

Miami Chapter historian.

Engineer, teacher, histori-

an, writer and arfist, he Al
earned his undergraduate degree at St. Thomas
University and his masters af Vermont College.
Author of twenty hooks and numerous arficles
Gludstone's specialties are nineteenth-century labor
and art history. He is a former docent at the
University of Miami Lowe, and member of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida.

able. His conrribution to the medical
literature establishes him as the first to
cultivate the theory of controlling

fever by cooling the patient externally.

Although his marble statue stands tall
in Statuary Hall in the Capitol build-
ing in Washington as Florida’s most
esteemed citizen, and the Gorrie
Museum in Apalachicola attracts some
tourists, Dr. Gorrie is litdle known to
present-day Floridians. Aside from a
few readers of specific history, he

remains un rccognizcd. £
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INVENTOR AT THE BAT

By
Michele Wehrwein Albion

wo of the most famous men in the coun-
try face off, digging their feet into the
clay. On the pitcher’s
mound is the infamous
Ty Cobb. He sizes
up the batter, and
figuring him to be
a lightweight, toss-
es an easy under-

handed pitch.

What happens next taught
Cobb the folly of underestimat-
ing 80-year-old Thomas Edison.

Between 1924 and 1935 the Philadelphia A’s, under the
leadership of Connie Mack, spent spring training in Fort
Myers, Florida. Frequently, winter resident Thomas Edi-
son motored out to Terry Park to watch Mack’s new
teams. But on March 7, 1927, the renowned inventor
wanted to do more than watch; he wanted to play.

The chauffeur pulled up in front of Seminole Lodge, the
Edison’s McGregor Boulevard home, and he and his wife
Mina climbed into the flivver. They arrived at Terry Park
at 10 A.M. with a virtual army of newspaper and camera-
men in their wake. :

Immediately Edison was thrown into an impromptu press
conference.

“You know of Mr. Cobb?” Edison was asked.
“Yes. Is he a good batter?” he replied.

“One of the best in the game,” Connie Mack, the famous
manager answered.

“Oh, I thought he was a fielder,” said Thomas
Edison with a sly grin.

Impatient to play, he picked
up a bat and walked to the

plate. As the movie cam-

(Top) Ty Cobb pitching to Thomas

Edison. (Courtesy of Edison and Ford Winter

Estates) {Right) Ty Cobb, Thomas

Edison and Connie Mack at Terry

Park in Fort Meyers, 1927.(Courtesy of

Fort Meyers Historical Museurn) (Next Page)

Thomas Edison ot bat with Connie Mack catch-

ing in Fort Meyers, 1927. (Courtesy of US Department of

the Inferior, National Park Service, Edison National Historic Site)
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eras swarmed around her white-haired husband, Mina
Edison intervened, trying to protect him from the barrage
of questions. Edison focused on the plate and made it
clear baseball was the order of the day.

Cobb sized up his opponent. Hoping to make things easy
for the octogenarian, he stepped down from the mound
and sauntered to a spot halfway between it and the plate.
Edison gripped the bat in his left handed stance, and with
a slouchy Pdnama hat over his eyes, smiled.

Cobb pulled back and lobbed an easy underhanded ball.
Edison swung hard. The bat cracked smartly and pro-
duced a solid line drive with the pitcher directly in its
path. The ball struck Cobb hard on the shoulder, knock-
ing him cleanly off his fect and onto the ground. The
inventor chuckled loudly and gracefully accepted the
bountiful praise from the crowd.

Cobb brushed himself off and walked to the plate where
his opponent was standing with a smug look on his face.

Edison asked sardonically, “Do you think you can hit
them like that when you are 802"

“I hope so,” was Cobb’s deadpan reply.

Later that month Edison thanked Cobb, Mack and the
rest of the A’s with a visit to Seminole Lodge. For two
hours he personally conducted players around the
grounds and laboratory.

After an afternoon of alligator stories, Edison gave each
man an imported Havana cigar. When Mina Edison
observed the players stashing the stogies in their pockets,
Lefty Grove explained thar they intended to save them as
souvenirs. Wishing both to preserve history and have a
good smoke, Edison served up a second course. Together
the most famous inventor in the world and
some of the best baseball players of
the day lit cigars to celebrate the
end of one of the best days
of their lives. &

Michele Albion is the Curator of the
Edison & Ford Winter Estates in Fort
Myers. She writes a monthly history
& column for the Fort Myers News-Press.
She holds an undergraduate degree in
American History from the University of
Maine and o Masters in Museum Studies with a
history concentration from George Washington
University. She and her hushand Jim live in Fort Myers.







DEEP DIVE
INTO PAST:

WARM MINERAL SPRINGS YIELDS HOT
ARCHEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY

By Dr. Irvin D. Solomon
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arm Mineral Springs is perhaps

Florida's most mysterious sink-
hole. Its water often reflects a green-
ish-yellow tint, an eerie effect caused
primarily by the upward spiral of hot,
mineralized water entering the springs
at its deepest depth of abour 230 feet.

Although once a forgotten Florida
lake near Charlotte Harbor on the
Gulf coast, the springs has operated as
a health spa for the last two decades.
Not well-known to Floridians, the
peculiar waters of the springs annually
attract large numbers of Eastern Euro-
peans who believe thac this health spa,
advertised as “Ponce de Leon’s Foun-
tain of Youth,” has therapeurtic miner-
al properties. As these visitors eventu-
ally depart the resort, most of them
arc unaware that they have just
splashed abourt in one of the major
marine archacological sites of North
America.

Warm Mineral Springs is unique in
that its water is nearly oxygenless
except in a shallow layer at the sur-
face, which supports some small
marine life. This lack of oxygen, cou-
pled with a high mineral content and
a constant 92-degree temperature in
the depths of the springs, has pre-

served the water’s organic “secrets”

from decay-producing bacteria and
scavengers. Archacologists have deter-
mined that any organic matter placed
or fallen into Warm Mineral Springs
or its companion, Little Salc Springs,
will remain preserved almost indefi-
nitely.

Through massive excavations at these
springs “you can look ar a slice of the
Southeast’s prehistory, particularly
Florida’s prehistory, continuing on
into the modern-day beer cans you
see today. What that gives you is a
way of telling things about the human
experience that you cant find in his-
tory books,” says Dan Lenihan, chief
of submerged cultural resources for
the National Park Service.

Thus, artifacts and skeletal remains
have survived thousands of years in
Warm Mineral Springs’ unique time
warp. Their discoveries have brought
worldwide attention to the South
Florida area as perhaps one of the ear-
liest North American sites where
primitive humans hunted mastodon
and saber cats. So significant is the
springs that the federal government
placed it on the National Register of
Historical Places in 1977.

The hidden archaeological treasures of
the springs might have remained a
secret had not former Air Force
Colonel William R. “Bill” Royal
retired to South Florida near the
springs in the 1950s. A well-recog-
nized pilot in World War II, Royal
first captured headlines in 1929 for



(Top Photo)

Col. Bill Royal and Dr. Eugenie Clark
with the ancient skull that Bill dis-
covered with a “bar of white soap”
lodged inside. It turned out that this
“soap"was the brain.

(Courtesy of Col. William R. Royal)

(Middle Photo)

Opening the ancient skull with the
brain still intact, discovered in the
Warm Mineral Spring in 1959. Dr.
Eugenie Clark and Col. Bill Royal
watch as the brain is dissected.
(Courtesy of Cal. Williom R. Royal)

(Bottom Photo)

Air-dried brain from skull excavated
at Worm Mineral Springs, 1959.
(Courtesy of Col. William R. Royal)
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his diving exploits. During one dive
in the 1930s, Colonel Royal made
world headlines by capturing the
largest moray eel on record. He also
became famous for his exploits with
sharks, including lassoing and riding
them. Such are the feats that he
retold in his book, The Man
Who Rode Sharks.

Ever the adventurer, Royal sus-
pected the archeological poten-
tial of the springs after he relo-
cated to South Florida. Using
scuba gear in 1958, he discov-
ered hundreds of old bones of
megafauna like that of the
smilodon (saber car), megalonx
(primitive sloth), mammoth,
and mastodon in the springs’
anaerobic waters during his
many “exercise” dives.

At 230-foot depths, where most
divers suffer from the potential-
ly fatal “rapture of the deep”
(nitrogen narcosis), Royal
doggedly pursued his fossil
searches. As Royal recalled:
“Everything [was] black, cov-
ered with mud, and a light
[had] nothing o reflect on. It
was the same in an Egyptian
tomb I visited one time. It was
lined wich black marble, and
the light just seemed o disap-
pear into nothing.”

Royal’s persistent dives into the
murky waters paid unexpected divi-
dends. He continued to discover
numerous bones of species long-
extinct from the peninsula, as well as
a few human bones. His discoveries
in the spring’s numerous underwater
ledges and caverns shocked the scien-
tific community, long convinced that
no such significant archaeological
sites existed in Florida.

Soon scientists and laypersons alike
speculated on the origin and culture
of these people whose bones Royal
had discovered. Were they the early
Calusa Mound Builders or unknown
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groups that preceded them, perhaps
Paleo-Indians who lived in Florida
thousands of years prior to the time
of Columbus? Was this a sacrificial
site similar to the bloody cenotes that
had received so many unwilling sacri-

4 & ul

Col. Bill Royal and bones found in Warm Mineral Springs, 1959. (Inset) Col.
William R. Royal on his 90th birthday. (8oth Photos Courtesy of Col. William R, Royal)

ficial victims in ancient Mexico and
Central America? Or was it perhaps
the garbage dump of yet unrecorded
cannibals who roamed the peninsula

fol[owing the last Tce Age?

Intrigued by the possible significance
of his finds, Royal hypothesized there
could be hundreds of human remains
lying under the loose silt at the 230-
foot level. A handful of curious scien-
tists joined Royal in contemplating
other possible startling finds in the
springs’ depths. At this point, Royal
and some concerned academic
researchers convinced the Mackle

Company, owners of the property, to
close the springs to outside diving.
Nort only did they wish to ensure the
integrity of the springs’ secrers, bur
they also desired to prevent oppor-
tunistic non-scientific divers from

TR Y AW looting the waters.

_— Shortly thereafter Royal
. shook up the scientific
community by claiming
to find the world’s oldest
anaerobically preserved

. human skull. He argued
 that it had been lying for
about 6,000 years in the
oxygenless waters, which would
| have dated it to the beginning
of Egyptian civilization.

With an NBC News underwa-
ter camera witnessing his final
removal of the fossil, Bill Royal
gently cleaned off the ancient
skull. Probing with his index
finger into the base of the crani-
um, Royal dislodged from with-
in it a “bar of white soap.”
Royal soon darted to the surface
with reckless abandon: “Jesus
Christ!” he cried. The “bar of
white soap” was a timeless
brain.

Royal’s new colleague at the

time was Jacques Cousteau’s
protégé Dr. Eugenie Clark, a
famous shark researcher from
MOTE Marine Laboratory (then
located at Cape Haze). She expressed
shock. Later in her lab, she saw the
greenish-brown brain floating in the
skull, whole and white. As Clark
watched, the brain steadily darkened
and shriveled as a result of being
exposed to oxygen for the first time
since the rise of the earliest cultures in
Egypt and Mesopotamia.

Soon after the discoveries, NBC news
anchor Chet Hundey informed the
world of a 6,000-year-old brain
recently recovered from a South Flori-
da spring. A surprised and skeprical
scientific community dismissed the



report as a grand hoax. John Goggin,
known as the “Father of Underwater
Archaeology” at the University of
Florida, labeled it a fraud. He dero-
gated Bill Royal as a sloppy amateur
and headline-grabbing opportunist,
who had gone so far as to imbed his
new fireplace with some of the
ancient finds from the springs.

Goggin further insulted Dr. Clark by
stating that she “should stick to fish.”
While most scientists did not adopt
the strident rhetoric of Goggin, they
did nevertheless remain skeptical that
marine archaeology had suddenly
been rewritten in a remote corner of

South Florida.

Even the prestige of the Smithsonian
Institution came down against the
presumed ancient skull of Warm
Mineral Springs. The Smithsonian lit-
crature steadfastly maintained that
humans had not lived in North
America more than 2,000 years prior
to the time of Christ. Undeterred,
Royal sought other sources of paleon-
tological reference dating.

A subsequent artifact Royal found
was dated at roughly 10,000 Bp
(before the present) and was regarded
by some scientists as the oldest
human documented remains in the
western hemisphere. This was further
substantiated when Jacques Cousteau
dated Royal’s fossils as 9,000 to
11,000 years old. Still, no one
believed Royal’s claim of finding an
ancient brain intact until Dr. K. P
Oakley of the British Museum of
Narural History, chief British critic of
“the great Piltdown Man Hoax,” clas-
sified it as a prehistoric human brain.

In 1971, the State of Florida officially
entered the scientific debate growing
out of the discoveries at Warm Min-
eral Springs. Legislators were appar-
enty convinced that the sinkhole in
South Florida could serve the state
well, especially by attracting research
scientists and free-spending curiosity-
seckers to the peninsula.

Cockrell made another star-

In early 1973, the Secretary
of State’s office released
emergency funds to begin
large-scale exploration of
Warm Mineral Springs and
nearby Little Salt Springs. At
that time state marine
archacologist Dr. Wilburn
A. “Sonny” Cockrell came to
the springs. Cockrell’s
involvement in the springs’
archacological work had two
immediate effects: 1) Cock-
rell commenced che first
“scientific” explorations of the site,
and 2) Cockrell forced Royal into a
role as bystander to his new discover-
ies. The latter action, in particular,
angered Royal, who almost immedi-
ately began an adversarial relationship
with his unwanted colleague. Despite
Roval’s protests, Cockrell received the
credit for most of the “significant”
discoveries at the springs throughout
the following years.

Cockrell pursued his work like a man
possessed. His ceaseless explorations
paid almost immediate dividends.
During one of his early dives, Cock-
rell and his companion scientists
removed whart they argued were the
remains of the oldest human burial in
North America. Cockrell argued that
here finally was “scientific” proof that
humans roamed North America in an
age of long-disappeared creatures like
the saber cat and giant ground sloth.

Cockrell made another startling scien-
tific find. He returned from one dive
with an intact skeleton of a Paleo-
Indian, which he had removed from a
depression some 40 feet into the
depths of the sinkhole. An examina-
tion of the Ice Age man disclosed that
he had been buried in the fetal posi-
tion beside a weapon fashioned from
indigenous shell.

The Paleo-Indian had died at about
age 30, he had stood about 5 feet 4
inches tall and weighed about 110
pounds. The corpse had been deliber-

tling scientific  find.
returned from one dive with
an intact skeleton of a Paleo
Indian,
removed from a depression
some 40 feet into the depths
of the sinkhole.

He

which he had

ately placed there about 10,000 vears
ago when the sinkhole’s ground level
was much lower.

Cockrell reasoned that: “This was an
arranged burial, done in the fetal
position often used by carly cultures,
in a niche in the wall of the sinkhole,
and the end of a spearthrower [or
atlacl] carved from shell was buried
with the dead tribesman.”

This discovery of the oldest “inten-
tional” human grave in the Western
Hemisphere drew worldwide atten-
tion. Burt it also drew criticism from
some scientists as a “hoax” because of
the presence of a “staged press confer-
ence” at the springs during its excava-
rion.

In the mid-1980s, Cockrell focused
new national attention on the critical
archacological significance of the mys-
terious sinkhole when he contribured
lengthy segments to the PBS and
National Academy of Sciences televi-
sion series, “The Infinite Voyage,”
which discussed the latest archaeolog-
ical and anthropological evidence in
the on-going scientific “searches for
ancient Americans.” These discussions
of Warm Mineral Springs reflected its
high point as a famous marine
archacological site.

And then, for several years, matters
stalled as a result of escalating diving
costs, lack of money, opposition by
would-be treasure hunters, and Cock-
rell’s failure to publish findings in the
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scientific literature. Eventually the
state promised Cockrell a special
$100,000 appropriation for a second
phase of exploration at Warm Mineral
Springs. Despite their promises, state
legislators never allocated the money.
Cockrell thereafter attempted a pri-
vately financed exploration of the
springs, but the ill-conceived actempt
only led to his own near bankruptcy.

Throughout Cockrell’s ordeal,
Colonel Bill Royal steadfastly main-
tained that he should receive credit as
the springs’ first successtul marine
archaeologist. Through a myriad of
books, articles, and lectures, Royal
argued that he had been the first not
only to explore the murky depths of
the springs but to recognize its scien-
tific potential, as well. Furthermore,
as Royal stated in a recent interview,
he had proudly continued his work
even as the scientific community
scoffed at him as a charlatan and mis-
guided old man.

Colonel Royal is now more than
ninety years old. His body is bent and
rigid from the many dives in the
waters which he hoped would make
him the world’s most famous amateur
marine archaeologist. Even though
the former adventurer can now only
dream of the discoveries that might
have been, he srill exudes excitement
as he relates the stories of his many
dives and “confrontations” with the
scientific community. Nevertheless,
he remains bitter toward the archaeol-
ogists who humiliated him and who
prevented his continuing searches of
the waters.

The discoveries at Warm Mineral
Springs changed the concept of
archaeological periods in North
America. Yet the legacy of those dis-
coveries and the ensuing controversies
engendered by them can only leave
the rest of us, like Bill Royal, wonder-
ing whart startling evidence abour
Florida’s human past still lies below

the Old World bathers who paddle
around South Florida’s most contro-
versial “window to the past.” &

Dr. Irvin D.

Solomon is an

assistant profes-

sor of history at

the University of |

South Florida af

Fort Myers. He wishes fo credit Tamara
Wilson as the author of the first draft of
this study, which she completed in one of
Dr. Solomon’s research seminars. Dr.
Solomon also wishes to thank Dr. Robin

(. Brown for his generous support on

this project and fo credit the photographs

courtesy of Colonel William R. Royal.
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‘ x Te were married
the evening of

September 3, 1926, in

NEWLY-WEDS
HiIT STORMY WEATHER

BY THEILMA PETERS

Thelma Peters wrote this memorable honeymoon

Hotel in Miami, to
carry passengers to his
newer hotel in Bimini.

story for Update, volume 2, number 6 (1976)

the white frame com-
munity church of Arch Creek. My family, the Ephraim
Petersons, had moved to Florida from Missouri in 1914;
the groom’s family, the Thomas J. Peterses, came to
Miami before the railroad. Thomas J. Jr. and 1 were class-
mates at Miami High School when it was located on N'W
Third Avenue.

A reception at my family’s modest home near Arch Creek
was followed by a less formal one aboard the Esmeralda at
the city docks. The Esmeralda was a 250-ton steam yacht,
rcputedly built for Fleischmann of yeast fame, and pur-
chased in 1925 by Mr. Peters, owner of the Halcyon

Bimini was beginning
to attract tourists: it had great fishing and it was “wet.”

Since it was off season the yacht, with a somewhat
reduced crew of fourteen, was turned over to us for our
honeymoon. As we left the city dock, nearby craft tooted
and whistled and our friends raced their cars to the
County Causeway to honk us out the channel. It was a
wonderfully noisy and happy send-off. No one guessed
that the fine old yacht was making its final crip.

The next morning we were anchored in the translucent
sea off the two Biminis waiting for a tender to take us to
the hotel dock at North Bimini. Half of Alicetown, a

SouTH FLORIDA HISTORY MAGAZINE 25



motley assortment of islanders, was at the dock to watch
us disembark.

The hotel seemed beautiful to me, its palm-shaded
grounds running from bay to ocean across the narrow
island. Most of it was boarded up but the best bedroom

had been prepared for us and the spacious public rooms

were open. Five people were living there: the caretakers,
Mr. and Mrs. Harris, and three surveyors who were doing
some work for Mr. Peters on South Bimini where he
hoped to build a golf course. A cook came in by day.

Mornings we went deep-sea fishing, evenings we often
joined the surveyors in fishing for shark off the dock. We
strolled the narrow stony Kings Highway
under the coconuts past tiny unpainted
houses and stores or climbed the ridge to
admire the vivid seascapes. An idyllic hon-
eymoon until —

The wind began to rise and the barometer
to fall. The islanders, wise to hurricanes,
were pulling out their boats and battening
down their homes. We were glad the
FEsmeralda had returned to Miami for sup-
plies. Then on Friday night, September 17,
the 1926 Killer Hurricane bore down on
Bimini several hours earlier than it hit
Miami.

The seven of us in the hotel holed up in
what Mr. Harris said was the safest spot, a
storeroom cut out of the rocky ridge on which the hotel
was perched and reached by going down a ladder from
the kitchen. We took with us a kerosene lantern, flash-
lights, blankets, water and food. The room was about
twelve by twelve with deep shelves, mostly empry, on
three sides. We sat on the floor or lay down on the wide
lower shelves.

The screaming roar of the storm was less here but the
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Thelma Peters. (HASE Miami News Callcton)

bangs and crashes over our heads told us the hotel was
faring badly. If that weren't enough there was drama in
our little cell: Mrs. Harris, who was quirte elderly, was
having a heart arrack. The men made a bed for her by
putting a shelf across two crates and padding it with a
blanket. | was
sure she was

i | ‘ dying.

j ' j It was a long
night. By
morning Mrs.
Harris was bet-
ter and the
storm seemed
to have less-
ened. One by
one we went up
the ladder to
see whar was
left of the world. Not much. Only the very top of the
island “hogsback” was above water. The bay dashed
against the foundations of the hotel on one side, the
ocean on the other. We were like a ship stranded atop a
reef.

The walls of the hotel were intact but much of the roof
was gone except in the west or kitchen wing. Windows
had blown in, furniture was askew, rugs and
martresses sodden. On our tour of explo-

' ration we came upon four strangers under
the main stairs — rumrunners from Miami
who had abandoned their boat in the night.
We added them to our “guest” list.

Toward noon when the water receded a bit
the island’s British doctor and his wife
joined us. Their house had been destroyed.
Now we were thirteen.

There were piles of debris caught all along
the sharp rise of the ridge, and all our men
worked there in the driving rain most of the
day hunting for survivors. Once my hus-
band came in to say they had found the four
Saunders women, all dead, and he needed a
sheet to wrap them in. The Saunders family had lived
near the hotel in a good two-story frame house. Mrs.
Saunders had put a bowl of island roses in our room to
welcome us and we had called to thank them. Now only
Mr. Saunders was left, a dazed, elderly waif picking
through the ruin.

We never again saw our regular cook. The docror’s wife
was caring for Mrs. Harris, so the cooking job fell to me.




There was no electricity or gas, so |
wrestled with a two-burner kerosene
stove with set-on oven.

[ soon proved that I knew nothing
about cooking when I added sweet-
ened condensed milk to a casserole of
macaroni. But I was quite good at
opening cans of beans and corned
beef, and none of my twelve boarders
complained.

Nort a dock, boart or house on the
island was undamaged — most were
totally destroyed. Yet islanders have a
knack for survival. Of the 300 or
more on the island, only eleven were
killed. Some saved themselves by
embracing the trunk of a coconut
tree and floating upward as the water
rose, but sustaining terrible lacera-
tions and bruises from the constant
battering of the wind.

The remaining nights in the hotel we
and our guests picked out our own
dry spots to sleep. Thomas and |
chose the ladies’ lounge off the lobby
because it had a dry floor.

The wireless station had been
destroyed and we had no way to send
a message out. Not was there left a
single scaworthy boat with the excep-
tion of the rumrunners’ — they
thought when the rain stopped they
could repair theirs. The rain did stop
on Sunday and they went to work on
their boat.

Meantime, we were handing out
eggs, potatoes and canned goods to a
parade of homeless, hungry people.

Monday dawned fair and almost
calm, making the island even more
bedraggled by contrast. We heard the
sputtering of the rumrunners” boat,
then its steady roar. They came to the
hotel to say they were ready to take
off, would take messages to our folks.
I, for one, had not worried about my
family, not guessing the hurricane
had hit Miami. They, on the other
hand, had given us up as lost.

On Tuesday the 21st my father-in-
law arrived to rescue us, as we knew
he would. Then we learned for the
first time of the disaster thar had
befallen Miami. He said there had
not been a boar in Miami with che
capability of making the Bimini run
— every one destroyed. He hired the
first seagoing boat to reach the Bay —
a tug from Savannah — and it was
necessary for us to go right back. We
rounded up our personal things.
Meantime Mr. Peters offered trans-
portation to Miami to anyone who
wanted it. About fifty islanders went
with us.

The Bimini Hotel was never rebuilt.
For a time it was guarded to keep
away looters, bur that became
impractical. Some of the furnishings
were moved to Miami, the rest aban-
doned. For years we used Bimini

pink-and-white blankets and T still
use daily some of the Bimini Hotel
flac silver.

As for the Esmeralda, she sank at the
city dock in Miami, becoming an
obstructive nuisance. There were so
many hulks in the bay and wrecks on
the bayfront in Miami that it was a
year before the Esmeralda was raised,
found to be valueless, and towed to a
grave at sea.

Mrs. Harris recovered and the Har-
rises moved to Miami. Rotund,
bearded and jovial Mr. Harris always
had seasonal work as Santa Claus at a
Flagler Street store.

The loss of the yacht and the hotel
started a chain reaction for the Peters
family, and other dominoes fell.
Hundreds of other Miami families
suffered a similar fate. A catalytic blow
had changed the Boom to Bust. &3
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«[Jinner Key Hirpor

By William E. Brown, Jr.

Miami, long a destination for travelers secking a
warm subtropical climate and playground of sun
and sand, also serves as point of departure for travelers
interested in the wonders of the Caribbean, Latin Ameri-
ca, South America and points beyond. Our region, home
first to great sailing ships and later to the railroad,
achieved its ultimate glory with the development of com-
mercial air transportation.

Pan American Airways, as it was then named, began oper-
ations on Octob , 1927, with the first scheduled
international flight by a United States airline. A small
wood and fabric Fokker tri-motor airplane loaded with

agc man at rates hc can aH‘ord to pay.” ‘Vl[hm three
months the airline transported passengers on a daily
schedule between Florida and Cuba. Initial success
encouraged the acquisition of new aircraft, empl
routes — to the Caribbean Islands, Mexico, Central
America and South America.




The Dinner Key Terminal served
thousands of travelers and visitors
each year. Where is the congestion

- of automobiles and traffic associ-
ated with modern airports?

. {Courtesy of Archives and Special
Collcion, Universtyof iami Lbary

Florida. The original Dinner Key terminal.
day Miami City Hal 1 s :

1ael

21931, Miami Mayor C. H. Reeder

wonders of long distance air transportation to a broader
placed a shovel in the land at Dinner Key and launched

economic strata of American sociery.
construction work on the largest seaplane base and termi-

nal in the world. The historic airport opened on May In the process, the growth of Pan Am provided jobs to a
1934, and served as the ga to the world for tens o new generation of South Floridians, both here at home
thousands of tourists, travelers and residents of South and at aviation outposts around the world. Dinner Key




Airport, used by the U.S. Navy during World War II,
closed soon after the end of the war, with the shift to
land-based aircraft. The last flight scheduled to depart the
terminal was August 9, 1945,

The innovarive airport layout at Dinner Key allowed traf-
fic handlers to manage four aircraft simultaneously, a

P.IOC)Q.I IE‘HS!A 1%

major accomplishment. The construction and facilities at
Dinner Key also served as a model for airports built
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.

Pan Am also conducted a dredging project ro widen and
deepen the channel in order to support large, amphibious
aircraft. During the mid-1930s and 1940s approximately
50,000 people flowed through the terminal, with more
than 30,000 additional visitors each month.

Dinner Key Airport provided the first glimpse of Miami
for many visitors. The airport personified the pioneer
spirit that setdded South Florida and marked the develop-
ment of Pan Am across the globe.

As these photographs illustrate, South Florida and its resi-
dents flocked to Dinner Key to experience the challenge
and thrills of air travel. As a mecca for tourism and com-
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merce, however, the Dinner Key Airport and Pan Am
responded to meet the economic and recreational needs
of its customers. Prior to the construction of the Dinner
Key Terminal, passengers arrived and embarked via a
barge or houseboat. In retrospect, there hardly seems a
more appropriate way for passengers on the great Clipper

Ships to arrive or leave Miami.

The Archives and Special Collections Department at the
University of Miami’s Otto G. Richter Library is the proud
home of the “Pan American World Airways, Inc.,

Records.” From Pan Am’s founding in 1927 through its
closing in 1991, the airline served as an international leader
in aviation transportation of persons, property and mail.

The records of Pan Am include administrative and finan-
cial files; technical, mechanical and research reports;
extensive public relations and promotional materials;
internal publications including newsletters, journals and
press releases; and other materials. Extensive photograph
files, albums and scrapbooks also document the world-
wide history of Pan Am, as a pioneer in the development

of aviation equipment, air routes, commercial passenger




service, navigation techniques and communication sys-

tems. The records consist of approximately 600 cubic feet

of files.

The Pan Am Records, acquired in a cooperative venture
with the Pan Am Historical Foundation, continues to be
the most consulted collection in the Archives and Special
Collections Department. Concurrently, the Historical
Muscum of Southern Florida is a proud partner with the
Pan Am Historical Foundation in a venrure to create a
Pan Am Museum here in South Florida. The Historical
Museum currently houses an extensive collection of Pan

Am memorabilia, including uniforms, models, insignia

sent a window to a bygone era of air travel. More recent-
ly, the advent of jet propulsion ushered in yet another era
of commercial air travel, and the supersonic transport
(SST) and space shuttle flights will continue to raise the

expecta[ions OF a new gEHEI'EIEiOl] Of [l"d.VElE'l'S.

For a moment, though, let yourself return ro the 1930s,
to an age when air travel was a new and exciting adven-
ture. Imagine generations of South Floridians mesmerized
by the huge Clipper ships that appeared from the air and
glided to rest on the waters at Dinner Key. Feel the
excitement of watching these great metal ships take flight
as they skimmed across the waters of South Florida. The

and awards, and

other items.

Many South Florid- F
ians and former Pan [*
Am employees will
recognize these
views of Dinner
Key. For others
these images repre-

wonder of ﬂigh[
will always capture
the heart and imag-
ination of mankind,
and Pan Am will
always hold a spe-
cial place in the
hearts and minds of

South Florida. %

. _"I(fhihe Clipper” successfully complete the first
e Key-Termifial in Miomi in 1934, The building is
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PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS INC

(Left)

Captioned “Barge ai Dinner Key,” this
photograph includes a non-flying member
of the Pan Am fleet. Passengers were
transported to and from the Dinner Key

Terminal in Pan Am’s limousine service.
(Courtesy of Archives and Special Coflections,
University of Miami Librory)

(Below)

Pan Am passengers admire the globe in
the Passenger Terminal at Dinner Key in
Miami, Florida. The sign above the desk
advertises flights to Havana and Nassou
for §35. The globe, with  circumference
of 21 feet 5 inches, used o scale of 1/64
inch to 1 mile. The globe was moved
from the terminal on August 2, 1951, fo
be placed ot the new terminal, located af
NW 36th Street. This did not accur, how-
ever, and the globe was loter relocated to
the Miami Museum of Science on

Bayshore Drive.
(Courtesy of Archives and Special Collections,
University of Miomi Library)
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(Above)

This partial view of a maintenance building ot Dinner Key illustrates the

all-important "behind-the-scenes” aspect of commercial aviation
designed to keep aircraft ready for travel.

{Courtesy of Archives and Special Collections, University of Miami Library)

(Right)

James E. Yonge, attorney for Pan Am (left) receives a check

for 525,000 from Miami City Manager A.B. Curry as down
payment for the purchase of "International Dinner Key Airport.”
Total cost to the City of Miami was S1,050,000.

(Courtesy of Archives and Special Collections, University of Migmi Library)
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FLORIDA’S PIONEER NATURALIST:
THE LIFE OF CHARLES TORREY SIMPSON

by Elizabeth Ogran Rothra

Gainesville: University Press of Flo

da, 1995. 240 pages. $49.95.

Review by Leah LaPlante

Horide's ¢ ¢ @
Pioneer em

ment — its peerless Everglades, pine- Naturalist { ad.

hose who enjoy and cherish
South Florida’s natural environ-

palmetto lands, waterways, ham-

mocks and keys — and are con-

cerned about protecting this subtrop-
ical/ tropical paradise, will be espe-
cially grateful to Elizabeth Rothra,
who has exhaustively researched and

fully written the life story of Charles Torrey Slmpson
(1846-1932), “the father of all South Florida naturalists.”

Following her earlier book on the life and writings of
John C. Gifford, another important plantsman and con-
servationist (On Preserving Tropical Florida, University of
Miami Press, 1972), who, like Simpson, moved to the
area permanently in the early 1900s, Rothra tells the
Simpson story with sensibility and good style.

“The Old Man,”
original whose lite included serving in the Union army in
the Civil War, and later traveling widely in Europe and

as Simpson called himself, was a true

the Caribbean, taking in the sights but always gathering
shell specimens, and eventually amassing an enormous
lifetime collection. With lictle formal education but with
what Rothra calls “a passion for knowing,” Simpson
became a world-renowned conchologist at the Smithson-
ian, “retiring” in 1905 to South Florida, which he had

become smitten by on earlier collecting trips.

“The Sentinels,” in an area
then called Lemon City, north of downtown Miami. He
then took to the nature trail, exploring, gathering and

Simpson built his own home,

writing about plants and shells, (the fan palm Simp-
sonia microcarpa and the tropical tree
snail Liguus fasciatus simpsonii were
named for him) with the enthu-
siasm of a child, the keen eye
of a scientist and the words of
a born writer. “I pity those,”
he said, “whaose entire life and
energies are devoted to money-
makmg, who have never reveled in
the beauty and freedom of the great out of
doors.”

Somehow Simpson found time to tend his own garden, a

famous place of botanical pilgrimage during his lifetime,
and to write countless articles and four books (unfortu-
nately, currently out of print): Ornamental Gardening in
Florida (1916), In Lower Florida Wilds (1920), Out of
Daoors in Florida (1924), and Florida Wild Life (1932).

Rothra tells about Simpson’s association with his contem-
poraries — David Fairchild, Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
John Gifford and the other nature explorers and writers.
Charles Deering consulted him about the landscaping of
Vizcaya. “The Old Man” was good-humored and socia-
ble, but must also have been ambitious and remarkably
self-disciplined to accomplish so much in his “quest —
very simply, as he often put it, ‘the discovery of narure’s
secrets,” and his determination to pass the torch of curios-

ity to others.”

In 1923, at the age of 77, Simpson received a high honor
in the botanical world, the Meyer medal, presented to
him in his garden by David Fairchild. In 1927, the Uni-
versity of Miami awarded him its first honorary doctorate
in science, after which a common nickname for him used

by his wife and others was “The Professor.”

Rothra’s biography, illustrated with 34 photographs, is a
richly detailed portrait of the unstoppable and fascinating
“For me,” she reports,”discovering the person
” One glimpse
“It seems to me,”

Simpson.
behind the personality was high adventure
into his free and creative mind: he often
said, “that there
mals and, T like to believe, the plants, to a certain extent,

think.”

is a soul throughout nacure, that the ani-

Along with the joy and heightened awareness, there was
serious concern. It is sobering to read what Simpson said

at the end of his last book, Florida Wild Life (1932):

“Looking back to the days when South Florida was a
beautiful wilderness filled with magnificent wildlife and
then contemplating the wreck of today is enough to sick-
en the heart of a lover of nature... But, within the last few
years there has come an awakening, a realization of the
value of beauty for beauty’s sake, and intel-
ligent people are beginning to ask if
it is wise to utterly destroy every-
thing nature has so lavishly

given us for the sake of gain.”

For today’s more aware and
% . incelligent reader, Elizabeth
Rothra’s definitive biography of
. Charles Torrey Simpson could well
spark yet another awakening. Those who
want to pursue the many publications by and about
Simpson should consult Rothra’s extensive bibliography.
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Review by John C. Nordt, I1I, M.D.

HuGH ROBINSON, PIONEER AVIATOR

| by George L. Vergara
Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1995. 154 pages. $32.95.

nce in a
great while

some original
information sur-
faces about a sub-
ject that can offer

us a window into

the past.

Dr. George Vergara has written a
wonderful book regarding the early
development of aviation through the
eyes of Hugh Robinson, chief pilot
to Glenn Curtiss. The collected
memorabilia of Hugh Robinson that
formed the basis of his book was
carefully preserved by his family and

later given to Dr. Vergara.
5 E

One should remember that the
Wright Brothers first flew in 1903
and proceeded in sccret until 1908,
when they made their first public
flight. Glenn Curtiss made his first

public flight that same year.

Curtiss met Hugh Robinson at the
St. Louis Centennial in 1910, where
Robinson was attempting to fly one
of the earliest monoplanes that he
had designed and built himself. At
that time Glenn Curtiss was known
as one of the foremost aviators in the
world, and it was a tribute to Hugh
Robinson that Curtiss offered him a

job as his chief pilot and engineer.

Dr. Vergara describes the quiet way

Construction

Company

The Breakers

1926
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Your Local

that Hugh Robinson went about his
tasks and the innovative way he
designed flying machines and found
uses for them. In order to finance
this work, he and others traveled the
country performing in air shows and
later delivered the first long distance

air mail.

Hugh Robinson made the first
air/sea rescue and the first medical
emergency flight. Later in 1913, he
designed and built the Benoist, the
first commercial airplane in the
world, which flew from St. Peters-
burg to Tampa, Florida. These fasci-
nating events are well delineated in

Dr. Vergara’s book.

This book evolved over ten years as
the informartion was compiled and

organized into an casy and readable
form. The original detail that one

finds in the book is extraordinary.
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Miami, Florida 33129
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The information that the author
used came from the Hugh Robinson
family and has never been published

before.

The pictures, only a few of which
could be published, are unique. The
multiple newspaper clippings and
candid snapshots are invaluable as a
primary source of information from
this era. Dr. Vergara does an excel-
lent job in presenting these in a form
enjoyable to either the historian or

the Sunday afternoon reader.

As an early bicycle mechanic like the
Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss,
and with a “we can fix anything”
attitude, Robinson possessed a mind
fertile enough for the engineering
challenge necessary for aviation in
the early part of this century. This
challenge was to place man in the
air when there was still a great deal
of skepticism that flying would ever
become practical, safe and useful. Tt
was people like Hugh Robinson who
methodically perfected what was, at
the time, more an art form than a

science.

It is interesting to note that Robin-
son outlived most of the early avia-
tors he flew with, such as Lincoln

Beachy and Eugene Ely. Early avia-

tors paid an exacting toll for a lack
THE BiG WALK

of either information or concentra-

tion on detail. Hugh Robinson,

with Dr. George
Sunday, July 28,
11:00 A.M.

however, would not fly if he felt a
breath of wind on his moistened fin-
ger tip. This is but one example of
the caution he used in pursuing his
flying activities.

Celebrate Miami's

I think we all should applaud Dr. ]
100th Birthday. ..

Vergara for opening this small win-
dow into the past with a very
detailed story about the development
of early aviation that can be appreci-
Walk through
100 Years of History...

ated by all.
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t—mly Lleligl'nhr'ul clining experience. We lock forward to

cxcceding your culinary expectations.

TFor Reservations, pIease call 442-2131
3000 Florida Avenue

onut Grove, Miami, Florida
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Local author, Leah
La Plante, seeks
information about

the Coral Gables

RIVER ROAD PLAZA

¢ 632 SOUTH MIAMI AVE.

Brickell's Business Printers
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South Florida History
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Riding Academy &
The Gazlay Family.

(305) 374-6789, 374-7734
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7798 SW 99th Street,
Miami, Fla. 33156
(305)271-9781.
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l inia Beach: The Donning Company Publishers, 1995. 200 pages. $37.00.

) Review by Carlos Plaza
native of
Brooklvr A Journey -
a0 Thmu.gh Time

\VhO bCCLUHC dIl

Nlinois physician,
turned avocational
horticulturist on a
trip to Cuba and

then furthered his

agricultural inter-

ests as United States’ Consul to
Campeche, Mexico, eventually peti-
tioned for and received 230,000 acres
of land in South Dade County in
order to establish a subtropical plant
nursery. Did you know he never actu-
ally established the proposed commu-
nity in the area thart bears his name
because he was killed by Seminole
Indians shortly after saving the lives of
his wife and children by hiding them
under a dock on Indian Key where
they had gone precisely to avoid the
ravages of the Seminole Indian War?
No?! Well then you may be interested
in going through the pages of
acclaimed South Florida historian Dr.
Paul George’s latest effort.

A Journey Through Time: A Pictorial
History of South Dade is that and a bit
more. While graced with a wide vari-
ety of photos depicting the people and
places that make up the region’s truly
interesting history and increasingly
diverse culture, the accompanying text
is both more complete and detailed
than one would expect from a pictorial
work. The smaller than average print,
while still very casy to read, provides
the extra space without resorting to the
uncomfortably large and burdensome
size of publications common among
this genre.

A selected bibliography that tells you
exactly where to look for more infor-
martion and a handy index enhance

40 SPRING 19906

A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME: A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF SOUTH DADE

this book’s value as a research tool. The
inside flap promises over 250 pho-
tographs, maps, and illustrations. The
photographs and illustrations chosen
succeed in bringing the region’s history
to life, but I found myself looking for
those darn maps, and all to no avail.
There is nowhere to chart the progress
so carefully drawn out in the text. So,
if you, like me, take great pleasure in
finding out just where things were rel-
ative to where things are today,(and
Dr. George is great about giving pre-
cise locations in the form of modern
street addresses), then be sure to bring

'.ll()]]g your own map.

Dr. George's style is succinct yet capti-

vating; like the late news highlights-of
£ gnlig

a game you could not help missing,

you are given the best pictures and

most complete scenario in the limited

amount of time (in our case, spacc)
provided. Yer, worry not. Dr. George
has considerably more space than T,
and his narration is much less compact
and strenuous than the query 1 posed
above.

Nevertheless, T can not help but leave
you with just a few of the many facts
that make this book worth reading:
Did you know about the Zionist kib-
butz in early Homestead? Or how
about the German POW camp that
stood near today’s Dadeland Mall |
which, by the way, is the busiest shop-
ping mall in the continental U.S. and
stands only one mile from Baptist
Hospital where Seminole Indians
thrived as late as the 1920s, but were
replaced by 1939, when a popular
rodeo opened near the site? It's all
there — the derails that make South
Floridas colorful history so fun tw
read. (By the way, the intriguing physi-
cian-turned-horriculturalist is none
other than Dr. Henry P. Perrine.)
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P NEAPPLE PRESS

THE FLORIDA KEYS: A History of the Pioneers

JOHN VIELE

Introducing Pineapple Press's new series Florida’s History through
Its Places, this book chronicles the lives of the pioneers of the
Florida Keys. Settlers faced unique weather conidtions, loneliness,
tormenting insects, and struggled to make a living.

ISBN 1-56164-101-4 Hb $16.95 6 x 9, 176 pp, photos & drawings

KEY BISCAYNE: A History of Miami’s Tropical Island
and the Cape Florida Lighthouse

JOAN GILL BLANK

This second volume in Florida’s History through Its Places ties
together the unique geography, environment, and history of Key
Biscayne. 8 1/2 x 11, 200 pp, color and b&w photos

ISBN 1-56164-096-4 Hb $29.95

ISBN 1-56164-103-0 Pb $21.95

DREAMERS, SCHEMERS, AND SCALAWAGS

The Florida Chronicles, Volume |

STUART B. MclVER

Themen and women who have left their mark, good or bad, on

Florida. An ecclectic collection of the notable and notorious.
ISBN 1-56164-034-4 Hb $17.95 6 x 9, 264 pp, b&w photos

R s 8%, : MURDER IN THE TROPICS
MUPBDER s TROPIOS The Florida Chronicles, Volume |l
A e A2 (bl StTUART B. McIVER
”"”‘qﬂ v (E'f True stories of murder with a flavor uniquely Florida. Span-
! ning from the 19th century to the present, the reader will meet
VOLUME 2 T mobsters, sideshow freaks, jilted lovers, and millionaires who

= have been part of a deadly history.
EIVARY. R MELYRD ISBN 1-56164-079-4 Hb $17.95 6 x 9, 220 pp, b&w photos

MY BROTHER, ERNEST HEMINGWAY

LEICESTER HEMINGWAY

The life of this tremendous writer, as told by his younger brother.
A revealing and intimate portrait. First published in 1962, this new
edition features never-before-published photos and letters from
Ernest Heminway to his family.

ISBN 1-56164-098-0 Hb $21.95 5 1/2 x 8 1/4, 292 pp, b&w photos

Tellable¢

Do,

TELLABLE CRACKER TALES

ANNETTE J. BRUCE

Meet Cracker Jack and the Barefoot Mailman and visit St. Augus-
tine and Tate's Hell Swamp in this collection of stories for reading
and telling.

ISBN 1-56164-100-6 Hb $14.95 6 x 9, 104 pp, line drawings

ISBN 1-56164-094-8 Pb $8.95

PINEAPPLE PRESS, INC. P.O. BOX 3899 SARASOTA, FL 34230-3899
Ask your local bookseller, or call 1-800-746-3275 for a free catalog.
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MURDLR IN THE TROPIC:

by Stuart Mclver
Sarasota, Fla.: Pineapple Press, 1995. $17.95.

Book review by Nicole Shuey

“Here it is that our narrative whirls into tragedy,
grief and misery, prefaced with venture and des-
peration...”

his phrase, written by West Palm

Beach postmistress Lena Clarke
during her incarceration on murder
charges, aptly describes the sordid
twists and turns of Stuart Mclver’s
collection of stories in Murder In the
Tropics. In this second volume of The
Florida Chronicles, Mclver exposes
the seamy underbelly of a world

VOLUME 2

ETUART B MalVvESR

known on the surface for its tropical beauty and southern
charm. Each fascinating chapter takes the reader on a
tour of sinister machinations and bloody crimes peopled
with Florida residents both famous and infamous, from
heiress Mary Lily Kenan Flagler Bingham, to would-be
presidential assassinator Giuseppe Zangara. However, in
case you thought only the rich and read-abour fall victim
to crimes of passion and greed, Mclver also unearths lit-
tle-known cases of deceit and mayhem involving Floridi-
ans whose fame rests only in the exposing revelation of
their disturbing deeds.

For avid crime buffs and newshounds, McIver’s book is
the ultimate bedside reading, picking up on intrigue and
dishonesty where television and newspapers leave off. As
an author and former police reporter for The Baltimore
Swun, Mclver is able to invest each crime story with the
requisite facts, and go one step further by giving readers a
historical and psychological context for his subjects’

We've
Shared a Lot
Of History
Since
1952,
Gltlzens &

E

B A N R
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motives. By culling material from a variety of historical
resources, Mclver transcends spare news coverage with
revealing details, allowing readers to discover the story
behind the story. Become acquainted with the failed
Shaker religious community in Osceola County and learn
why the first and only crime committed by the peaceful
residents was murder. Visit Florida’s wild frontier in 1870
and witness its cattle barons locking horns in a violent
range war. Meet Lobster Boy, a carnival performer whose
troubled family life led to alcoholism, abuse and ultimate-
ly, a contract killing.

Although theft, racketeering and murder may not seem
like lighthearted fare, Mclver treats his grim subject mat-
ter with the dry humor of a seasoned crime writer. Bal-
ancing the shocking with the absurd, he places Florida’s
criminal record in a spotlight of both interrogation and
theatricality. In between chapters on brutal racial actacks,
frontier lawlessness and killings at sea, Mclver introduces
a “softer, gentler crime” known as the Case of the Clink-
ing Brassicres, in which female employees bilked the
phone company out of an estimated $100,000 by sneak-
ing rolls of quarters out in their oversized undergarments.
Murder in the Tropics not only satisties the literary
appetites of the morbidly curious, it simultancously opens
a hidden window for Florida historians onto the often
precarious social climate of Florida throughout its turbu-
lent development from the 1870s to the 1990s. While
other history books glorify the pioneering heroes of Flori-
da’s epic story with examples of their forethought and
industriousness, Murder In the Tropics lays bare the vile
deeds of the Sunshine State’s most nororious villains as
they cheated, schemed and murdered their way through

the dark side of a tropical paradise.
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