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QSouth Florida has seen

some historic events . . .
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ﬁ et 10,000 years of

Florida history become
the backdrop for

your event.

Delight your guests with a bar
aboard our authentic 1923
trolley car, or on the front porch
of a pioneer home. Serve
hors d’oeuvres alongside a
Spanish fortress, among treasures
from the Spanish galleons, or

underneath a Seminole Chickee.

.\701' more

information, call the

Historical Museum at

(305) 375-1492.




Volume 24, N° 2, Summer 1996 On the cover: "First Train to Miami — 1896" by Phil Brinkman, 1968. Major funding for the
restoration of this painting, which hangs at the Historical Museum's lobby enrance throughout
1996, was provided by the Florida East Coast Foundafion, Inc. (HASF 1993-52-1).
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By Stuart Mclver

Did vou
ever wonder
what Miami
was like to
its founding
fathers a
century

ago?

; [gota
chance to ask myself that question
when I got a call from Sandy Coak-
ley, producer of "Miami 1896" for
WLRN-Channel 17. The formar for
the show, a four-part series which ran
each Friday night in July, called for
various locals to play the roles of
important Floridians in the TV spe-

cial.

Sandy said she would be Mary Barr
Munroe, the colorful activist wife of
novelist Kirk Munroe, who lived in
Coconut Grove on Biscayne Bay.
Two of my fellow historians, she said,

would become historical figures from
the Miami of 1896.

"Paul George will be Flagler and
Howard Kleinberg will be Walter
Graham, the first editor of the
Miami Metropolis," she said.

For Howard, author of Miami Beach,
this came close to type-casting. In
real life he is a former editor of the
Miami News and a syndicated colum-
nist whose work appears regularly in
The Miami Herald. Paul, a college
professor and author of our Centen-
nial issuc’s history of Miami, has
developed a large following (no pun
intended) for his historical walks in
Dade and Broward Counties, but he
faced the forbidding task of imper-
sonating a man who did not deign to
walk. Henry Morrison Flagler rode
trains. Why not? He owned them.

SUMMER 1996

He practically owned South Florida.

"Who would you like to be?" asked
Sandy.

I hemmed and hawed for awhile,
cleared the throat more often than
usual, and finally came up with an

dINSWCT.

"I'd like to be Commodore Ralph
Munroe. He was a major figure here
for fifty years, a boat designer, our
first photographer and a philosopher.
And T know enough about him to be
comfortable with him, since I wrote
100 Years on Biscayne Bay, a history
of the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club. He
was their first commodore. Besides,
he was one of the few people around
with enough backbone to stand up to
Flagler."

So, how do you transform yourself
back into the grear Ralph Middleton
Munroe? I'm certainly not a method
actor, although T once entered a
Hemingway Look-alike Contest in
Key West and failed badly in my
efforts to convince a mellow crowd of
imbibers in Sloppy Joe's that I was
indeed the great writer.

I started by reading up on the subject
so that I could express the thoughts
he would have expressed. Next I had
to think about what he looked like
and what he wore. He had a white
beard and so did I, so that was no
problem. He wore glasses that looked

somewhat like mine.

He had more hair, so [ wore a straw
hat that could have passed for the
1890s, if you downplay a flashy hat-
band. A long-sleeved shirt and a high
collar completed the costume. Part of
your costume consists of subtraction.

At the studio taping remember not to

wear a wrist watch — or a Dolphins

cap.

Then came the hardest part — how to
talk like Ralph. The Commodore
came from Staten Island, New York.
As a boy he spent summers in Con-
cord, Massachusetts, with his grand-
father, a member of the Concord
"Social Circle," which included such
eminent philosophers as Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau.

Somehow, I had to rein in a North
Carolina accent, softened somewhat
by 16 years in Baltimore and 34 in
South Florida. You can't sound like a
Staten Islander, I told myself, bur at
least try not to make a fool of your-
self by sprinkling in phrases like

p R i
appreciate it" or "hot damn.

At the studio Sandy explained she
would feed me eight subjects and 1
was to respond by talking about
them as Ralph would have done.
Basically, I had to become Ralph
Munroe and transport myself back to
an earlier time, just as reenactors do,
say, at the Battle of Olustee.

You have to remember that Ralph
and his fellow settlers had never
heard a radio. Television would have
been light years away from their
comprehension; they would never
have dreamed of getting their local
news from Rick Sanchez. News came
over the back fence, or from reading
Howard Kleinberg's — oops! — Walter
Grahams's Metropolis.

Ralph never got stuck at the Brickell
Avenue Bridge. In 1896 there were
virtually no cars this far south. People
moved around on foot or by boat,
and nobody knew more abour boats
than the Commodore, who designed,
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built and sold them to his fellow

pioneers.

There were no franchised fast food
restaurants. You ate at home or on a
special occasion at Jolly Jack Pea-
cock's Bay View House, the first
hotel until Flagler built the Royal

PillHl d CCH[LII’}r 4g0.

Still, Ralph Munroe, steeped in the
philosophy of Thoreau, understood
the arrival of Flagler's railroad would
mean the end of his primitive natur-
al paradise in Coconut Grove. He
knew a city would rise as did the
344 people who voted to create it on

July 28, 1896.

What they couldn't visualize was the
great international metropolis that
would grow on the shores of‘Bis—
cayne Bay, where the stylish sailboats
of Ralph Munroe would soon be
replaced by noisy powerboats and
many years later by really noisy jet

skis.

Would Ralph have liked the Miami
of today? [ don't think so, wo
bustling, too congested. But then
you have to ask yourself how many

of us today would really like to live

in the Miami of 1896. £}

ince our last issue Marie

Anderson has died. She was a

remarkable woman who swam
laps with an iguana, but if you want
to know more abourt that you'll have
to turn to page 21 to read Randy
Nimnicht's reminiscences of a trail-
blazer who served for nine years as
editor of Update, the forerunner to

South Florida History Magazine.

[ knew her as a highly professional
woman who turned a modest publi-
cation into a magazine. Marie knew
stories and she knew pictures and
she knew how to make them work
together. And why not? Five times in
her 12 years as women's editor for
The Miami Herald she won best in
the nation in the J.C. Penney-Uni-
versity of Missouri Women's Pages

Competition.

She was a real pro and always a plea-
sure to work with. Marie, a native of
Pensacola, died at 80 at a retirement

home in Altamonte Springs. We'll

miss her. ff
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HisTorICAL MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA
Metro-Dade Cultural Center, 101 West Flagler Street, Miami, (305) 375-1492

General Information: Open Monday through Saturday, 10 A.M.-5 PM.;
Thursdays undil 9 pM.; Sundays, 12 noon-5 pM. Closed on Thanksgiving,

Christmas and New Year’s Day. Adults $4; Children 6-12 $2. Members Free.

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS

Celebrating Florida's History:

Works of Art from the Vickers Collection

October 11, 1996 - January 26, 1997

The Vickers Collection is the most complete and compre-
hensive body of Florida art in the world. The exhibition
features 65 of more than 200 important works by some of
America's most acclaimed artists and spans the decades
from 1823 to well into the 20th century. The paintings,
drawings and prints depict the history, life and landscape of
the state. This cultural and arristic record of historic Florida
was amassed by Roberta and Sam Vickers, who said the col-
lection caprures Florida's "special beauty." This exhibic
comes to the museum after touring some of America's pre-
mier showrooms, including New York, Philadelphia and
Boston museums.

MAJOR MILESTONES
In the lobby throughout 1996.
This céntennial exhibit -- displayed in the form of a time-

line -- features a mural of hand-painted ceramic tiles created
by the students of Frederick Douglass Elementary. The
mural visually depicts the history of Miami and highlights
the regional plants and animals that represent the unique

character of South Florida.

A Slave Ship Speaks: The Wreck of the Henrietta Marie
February 14, 1997 - May 4, 1997

This exhibit features the wreck of an early merchant-slave
ship -- the Henrietta Marie. Visitors will experience the late
17th century first-hand while they come face-to-face with
artifacts from the wreck, read a broad historical summary
about the "triangular route” and trace the consequences of
this grim trade into the present day. The exhibit will focus
on Adfro-European relations, and the influence of West
African artistic, musical, oral and religious traditions on the

evolution of modern America.

SPECIAL EVENTS

FOURTH ANNUAL HiISTORICAL MUSEUM GOLF CLASSIC
October 30, 1996

A day of fun and golf at this "shot-gun" tournament at the
historic Biltmore Hotel & Golf Course in Coral Gables,
including greens fees, carts, gift bags, special team photos,
putring contest, lunch, cocktail reception and silent auc-
tion. Prizes for best score, hole-in-one, closest to the pin,
longest drive and more. All proceeds benefit the education
programs of the Historical Museum. For more information,
call Pac Helms (305) 375-1492.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

November 23-24, 1996

Dade County Youth Fair Grounds & Expo Center ar Tamia-
mi Park, Coral Way at 112th Ave. This annual South Florida

favorite conrinues the tradition with food, crafts, folklife,

SUMMER 1996

reenactors, entertainment and more. Admission for adults is

$5, children (5-12) $2. Call (305) 375-1492 for information.

FOURTH ANNUAL MIAMI INTERNATIONAL MAP FAIR
February 1 - 2, 1997

Antique map dealers and map experts from all over the
globe join this fourth annual event geared for hobbyists,
collectors and dealers of antique maps. The event includes
lectures and workshops on conservation and care; discussion
of what to look for when buying antique maps; expert
opinions; and prominent dealers showing and selling their
maps. Registration includes cockail reception, all program
sessions and lunch on Saturday. Call Marcia Kanner at

(305) 375-1492 o receive a registration package.
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CoLLIER COUNTY MUSEUM
3301 Tamiami Trail East, Naples
(941) 774-8476

General Information: The Collier County
Museum explores the people, places and
everyday events that have shaped Collier
County’s heritage. The museum and four-
acre historical park are open Monday - Fri-
day, 9 A.M. - 5 M. Free.

OCTOBER 1 - DECEMBER 23, 1996
OVERTOWN: MIAMI'S LITTLE BROADWAY
This temporary exhibition traces the rise
of Miami’s “Little Broadway” through
photographs taken in the Knight Beat
Restaurant, which showcased dozens of
internationally known acts, such as Sam
Cooke, Aretha Franklin and the Drifters
during the 1950s and 1960s. The exhibit
was developed by the Black Archives His-
tory and Research Foundation of South
Florida. Funding for the exhibit was pro-
vided by the Florida Humanities Council.

NOVEMBER 9-10, 1996

3RD ANNUAL OLD FLORIDA FESTIVAL
Old Florida Festival is a two-day living
history celebration of Florida’s colorful
past. Come spend the day with Spanish
explorers, British redcoats, pirates, cracker
cowboys, Seminole War soldiers, Union
and Confederate soldiers, and pioneers.
Watch expert craftspeople make clothes,
dye fabric, cane chairs, make baskets, spin
wool and much more. Dance to music of
days gone by. Old Florida Festival brings
Florida history to life.

DECEMBER 2, 1996 - JANUARY 31, 1997
FLORIDA'S LOST TRIBES:

THE ART OF THEODORE MORRIS
Theodore Morris is an artist whose work
is a journey through time. Workings
closely with archaeologists and anthropol-
ogists throughout the state of Florida,
Morris uses oil painting as a visual lan-
guage to depict Florida’s native cultures
that have been lost in the mist of time.
His realistic portrayal of these ancient
people is not a romantic image, but a sen-
sitive understanding of a way of life.

FORT MYERS
HisTorICAL MUSEUM
2300 Peck Street, Fort Myers
(941) 332-6879

General Information: Open Tuesday through
Friday, 9 A.M. - 4 2M. and Saturday, 10 AM. -
4 M. Closed Sundays and Mondays. Admis-
sion is $2.50 for adults and $1 for children

under 12,

- MuSeum

FLORIDA HISTORY
CENTER & MUSEUM

ter & Museum is open al Examine arti

from early Florida inha 1 the permanent
museum collection and view the traveling
exhibits. Open Tuesday through Friday, 10 A.M.-
5 M. and weekends 1-5 M. Closed on Mon-

days. $4 adults; $3 seniors; $2 chiidren.

The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse is open Sunday -
Wednesday, 10 A.M.-4 p. Aust be 48” all to

climb.) For information: (405 380. $5.

The DuBois Pioneer Home is open Sunday and
Wednesday, 1-5 M. $2.

ExHIBITS AND EVENTS:

COLORS OF STATEHOOD: FLORIDA
FACES, FEBRUARY - JULY, 1996

In honor of Florida’s 150th anniver-
sary of Statehood, this exhibit illus-
trates the many ethnic groups who
helped shape Florida through authen-
tically costumed mannequins, histori-
cal photographs and documents and
colorful displays. Featuring Seminole
Indians, Women Florida “Crackers,”
and African American Slaves, Minor-
cans and children, these groups will
come alive through a state-of-the-art

interactive display comprised of five

dioramas with life-like mannequins,
eight-foot photomurals and artifacts.

Aty LT
THE ROAD
T0

Boca Raron
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Town Hall, 71 N. Federal Highway
Boca Raton, Florida 33432-3919
(407) 395-6766.

General Information: The Boca Raton Histor-

sapaﬂeﬁ oY) punore

ical Society operates a Museum and Gift Shop
at the old Town Hall, 71 North Federal High-
way, Boca Raton. Hours of operation are
Tuesday through Friday, 10 AM.-4 EM.

EXHIBITS AND EVENTS:

OCTOBER 1 - NOVEMBER 15
STRUGGLE FOR STATEHOOD

NOVEMBER 2-3, 1996, 10 A.M. - 4 BM.
HoLibay BOUTIQUE

NOVEMBER 1996 - MARCH 1997
OLD FASHIONED FARMERS' MARKET
Every Saturday morning, 7 - 10 A.M.,

CLEWISTON MUSEUM

112 Sourh Commercio Street,

Clewiston
CLEWISTON

(813) 983-2870

General Information: The Clewiston Muse-
um, founded in 1984, is a growing museum,
collecting and displaying items, large and
small, important and trivial, which reflect the

past of Clewiston and its surrounding area.

The Clewiston Museum is open 1-5 M.
Tuesday through Saturday, with seasonal
adjustments. No admission fee is charged;

however, donarions are encouraged.

UTH FLORIDA HISTORY MAGAZINE 7
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Dear Editors:

Just returned from Mexico and we were delighted to find
the latest South Florida History Magazine and gratified to
read the tribute to Thelma Peters by Stuart Mclver. We
were also fortunate to call her a friend. We visited Thelma
in South Carolina in April 1994 and were pleased to find
her working on an historical crossword puzzle abour the
Miami River. Sadly, it was never finished.

Besides the three historical books recommended by Stu-
art, interested persons would do well to read Thelma’s
only novel, cast in her beloved Bahamas, and a master-
piece in our view.

Years ago, when Thelma learned that we planned to visit
Lancaster Garden in Costa Rica, she told us of her first
visit there as a young woman. She took the train from
San Jose to the ancient capirtal Cartago, then hired a horse
to ride to the garden (no bus then). Entranced with the
garden, she stayed until late afternoon when Mr. Lancast-
er insisted she take his umbrella for protection against the
regular afternoon showers. Picture an American lady on
horseback riding cross country in the rain with an
umbrella! She arrived in Cartago too late for the last train
back, so walked those many miles to her hotel.

Thelma Peters was indeed a most remarkable woman, and
a friend to all. We miss her more than we can express.
Will her last book ever be published?

Most sincerely,
Don and Elouise Gaby
Ormond Beach, Florida

Dear HASF Members:

Thanks to your support, the Historical Museum of
Southern Florida is now a part of the Florida Heritage
Travel Consortium. Eleven Florida museums have joined
together to offer you just the type of travel experience we
think you will enjoy.

Last year, we asked you to complete a questionnaire con-
cerning travel and tours. You responded enthusiastically
— Alaska topped the list of favorite domestic locations
while Great Britain stood out among the five most

favored international travel destinations.

The Historical Museum and the other members of the
Florida Heritage Travel Consortium are now ready with
the first travel offering. Join us for 15 wonderful days in
England, May 10-24, 1997. This will shortly be followed
by our second offering — a 7-day land and sea excursion
through Alaska in late summer, 1997. As museum
patrons you will be offered some very special opportuni-

ties and programs.

Look for more information in our upcoming issues and
make plans to take advantage of one or both of these

exciting museum travel opportunities.
Sincerely,
Randy E Nimnicht

President, Historical Museum of Southern Florida

J
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TOUR SCHEDULE

Sun., OcT. 20, 10 A M. Miami River Boat Tour*

Sun., Nov. 10, 1 PM. Miami's Centennial Sacred Spaces:
Historic Churches Metrorail Tour

SaT., Nov. 16, 10 A M. Art Deco Walking Tour
Sun., DEC. 1, 11 A M. North by Norcheast Bus Tour*

SUN., DEC. 8, 11 A.M. City of Miami Cemetery
Walking Tour

SaT., DEC. 14, 10 A.M. Miami Shores Walking Tour

SUN,, JaN. 12, 10 A.M. Historic South Dade Bus Tour*

SAT., JAN. 18, 10 A.M. Historic Hollywood Walking Tour
SUN., FEB. 2, 10 A.M. Historic Biscayne Bay Boat Tour*
SUN., FEB. 23, 11 A.M. Downtown/Miami River Walking Tour

SAT.,, MAR. 1, 11 A.M. The Many Faces of Little
Havana Walking Tour

SUN., MaR. 16, 11 A.M.
SAT.,, MAR. 22, 10 A.M.

SAT., APR. 5, 5:30 PM.

SuUN., APr. 13, 10 A.M.
THU., APRr. 17, 4 PM.
Sun., May 4, 5 PM.

THuU., May 15, 5:30 PM.

Sun., May 18, 10 A.M.

Sun., JUNE 8, 11 A.M.

SUN., JUNE 22, 5 PM.

CELEBRATING
A CeNTURY OF GRAND TRADITIONS

Discover a landmark among resorts where elegantly
appointed rooms and an attentitive staff Eamper you
with exceptional amenities and impeccable service.

s

PHE BREAKERS'

PALM BEACH

One South County Road * Palm Beach, Florida 33480
(561) 655-6611 or Toll Free ar 1-888-BREAKERS

(305)

Brickell Avenue Walking Tour

The Big Walk Relived

Coconut Grove Twilight
Walking Tour

QITTPQIPS Jnojl

Stiltsville/Key Biscayne Boat Tour*
Historic Gesu Church Tour
Coral Gables House Dinner*

"Birds-Eye" Metromover

Extension Tour

Miami River Boat Tour*
Metrorail Tour of
Greater Miami

Stilesville/ Key Biscayne
Twilight Boat Tour*

CALL

375-1625

for Information

and Reservations

*Advanced reservations and non-refundable payment require

You've been promised the sun m
O . and the moon by giant =&

companies that want to help you

manage vour assets. But they've
Joyce I. Kory made similar promises to everyone
(305) 569-0029 and you're left disappointed.

111

First Security Trust Company
is a pure frust company. We
customize investment, trust and
estate planning strategies based on
your special needs.

Please call today and learn how we

exceed your expectations.

Who Can You Trust in the Trust Business?

Frst SECcUrITY TRUST COMPANY

INVESTMENT COUNSELLORS AND FIDUCIARIES

SouTH F
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HisTORICAL MUSEUM CELEBRATES

ou were prepared for this

moment with attention rivet-
ed, ears trained and eyes alert (but
shielded from the powerful glare of
the Florida sun) to step back in time
to July 28, 1896.
The occasion was

the anniversary of

the incorporation
of Miami one
hundred years ago
and you were
going to take the
Big Walk to find
out exactly what
happened that day
and afterward to
lead up to the
growth of the pre-
sent metropolis you call home. You
had comfortable clothing and shoes
on, a cold drink, sunglasses and a fan
to protect your body from the harsh
conditions of time travel. You were
fascinated, you were excited, and you

were not alone.

Approximately 600 other explorers
were prepared to undertake the same
mission. They say there is safety in

numbers, and it is a safe bet that all

THANK YOU! Four students
from Dunbar Elementary
School and their teacher,

Brigid O'Hagan, came to a

HASF board meeting to
show off their quilts and
thank the Goldsmith

Foundation for sponsoring

their camp-in at the

Historical Museum.

SUMMER 1996

MiaMI's CENTENNIAL

who undertook the Big Walk came
away with not only a sense of adven-
ture, but a sense of place.
Dr. Paul George led this
horde from Tobacco Road
across the massive South
Miami Avenue bridge to
the heart of downtown
Miami and told them of
the people and places that
make Miami so special as
a home to such a wide
variety of cultures. From
the visions of the founders
of the area to the get-rich
schemes of the early set-
tlers, Miami’s history revealed a new

personality to the participants.

While hundreds were walking
their way through time,
almost 1,000 people came
to the Historical Museum
and studied Miami’s history
up-close. Viewing the centen-
nial exhibit, Miami: The First 100
Years, participating in the Faces of the

Centennial documentary project and

recreating Henry Flagler’s first

train to Miami (for the younger

visitors) South Florida’s natives
and visitors were truly caught up in
the birthday spirit. The Research
Center also enjoyed a steady stream of
history seekers who made cheir way
through the festive balloons adorning
the museum, around the tables offer-
ing the museurn’s special centennial
t-shirts and centennial prize drawings,
to collect their own photographic sou-

Venirs.

The Historical Museum Fellows and
Tropees started the day off right with
a special centennial brunch hosted by
the Historical Museum and catered by
Tropics Catering. They geared up for
the Big Walk by loading up on carbs
and caffeine and sharing an infectious
spirit of anticipa-
tion for

the

upcom-
ing events.

It was truly a magical

day for the Magic City.




HiISTORY REPEATS ITSELF:
b 4 ore than 400 people  T'pyprpg [ 1MO RALLY IS A SUCCESS

gathered to cruise 6 B % @ @

around South Beach in a

parade of limousines for the Tropees' Second
Annual Historic Pursuit Limo Rally. This eager
crowd of history buffs diligently scoured his-
toric hotels and trendy clubs for elusive answers
to a series of history riddles with hopes of out-
smarting the rest. Bringing in over $50,000 to
the Historical Museum, the successful Pursuit

proved to be fun for all.

Special thanks to the Sponsors of the Historic Pursuit Limo
Rally: Jack Daniels, Groove Jet, Allied Specialty, Moe's
Cantina,
Tobacco
Road, New
Times, Indi-
an Creek
Hotel,
Grafx-4U,
La Tradicion §
Cubana Cig-
ars, South Pointe Seafood House, Precision Art

Printing and Brown-Foreman Beverages Worldwide.

4
3

(Top Picture) left to right: Vim Stuehgen, Bob Dunbar, Alice Dreer, Jack
Holly, Emerson Fales, Somantha Anna, Chris Nelson, Christine Welstead,
and Karen Dowling.

(Second Picture from the Top) left 1o right: Kerrin Witkin, Edmund Parnes,
Fred Witkin, Elizabeth Parnes, Carol Shapira, Stan Shapiro, Diane
Rosenberg, and Mike Rosenberg.

(Third Picture) left to right: Chris Wright, Joe Murphy, Deborah Gander, Pat
Kohlman, Robert Kohlman, Alan Smith, Don Sadler, and Todd Smith.

(Fourth Picture) The winning feam — Limo #25 left o right: Ernie
Gonzalez, Bonnie Vernarelli, Cindy Kelly, Cynthia Pawley-Martin, Chris
Burell, Neil Burell, Rick Goldsmith, and Marsha Goldsmith. Not pictured:
Linda Stein Fraynd and Paul Fraynd.

(Bottom) Tobacco Road, one of four host sites.
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THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA

S PART OF THE CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION, WE WOULD
LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE
FOUNDING BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
AND MEMBERS OF THE HISTORI-
CAL ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA.
ESTABLISHED MORE THAN 50 YEARS AGO

Founded 1940

WITH THE DESIRE TO PRESERVE
HISTORY, THE ASSOCIATION HAS
BECOME A RECOGNIZED INSTITU-
TION IN THE SOUTH FLORIDA
COMMUNITY. THE
MEMBERS ARE IMPORTANT, AND
WE WANT TO REMEMBER THEIR CONTRIBU-
TION TO OUR HISTORY.

CHARTER

DIRECTORS
Hervey Allen

A.H. Andrews

Bowman F Ashe

James M. Carson

D. Graham Copeland

S. Bobo Dean

Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Gaston Drake

George C. Estill

Mirs. William L. Freeland
John C. Gifford

Ellis Hollums

Cornelia Leffler

Hal Leyshon

Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick
John G. McKay

Robert E. McNicoll
Mary Moseley

Thomas J. Pancoast
William R. Porter
Edward C. Romfh
Charlton W. Tebeau

CHARTER MEMBERS
*Founding Member

BOCA GRANDE
*Mrs. Francis B. Crowninshield

COCONUT GROVE
Mis. Charles E. Black

Charles M. Brookfield
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Coconut Grove Civic Club
Mors. Stephen R. Crawford
*Mrs. Thomas Means Culbertson
George Deedmeyer

Mrs. George Deedmeyer
*Lisa DeE Downer
*Sophie W. Downer
Athene S. Foster

John C. Gifford

Mrs. John C. Gifford
*Mrs. Florence P. Haden
Judge John W. Holland
Mrs. Ralph H. Humes
Lewis Leary

*Robert H. Montgomery
William W. Muir

Wirch M. Munroe

Nartalie Newell

Halscead L. Ritter
William C. Russel

Mirs. William C. Russel
John Royal Swanson

Mrs. John Royal Swanson
Josephine Wirth

CORAL GABLES
Rachel Adelman

Bowman F. Ashe
Georgia I. Barnes
Georgia May Barrett
Margaret M, Beaton

Georgia May Briggs
Harold E. Briggs

Mors. Harold E. Briggs
Thomas C. Brownell
*Thomas P Caldwell

Mirs. Thomas B Caldwell
Mors. Andrew Doleman
Robert Byrns English
*Mrs. William L. Freeland
William L. Freeland
William G. Harkins

Mrs. Edward C. Humes
Mrs. Thomas McE. Johnston
Walter Scott Mason, Jr.
Robert E. McNicoll
*George E Merrick

Mrs. George E. Merrick
Mary B. Merritt

James B. Mool

John E. Norman

Mrs. John E. Norman
Helen Louise de Pampbhilis
Mr. Bernice S. Potter
Edwin L. Rasmussen

Mrs. Evan D. Roser
Charlton W. Tebeau
Charles Doren Tharp
Mors. Henry S. West
Murray Forbes Wictichen
Mrs. Murray Forbes Wittichen




DELAND
AV.S. Smith

ESTERO
AH. Andrews

EVERGLADES
D. Graham Copeland

FT. LAUDERDALE
James Benjamin Kerr
Mors. Frank Stranahan

HOLLYWOOD
Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick

HOMESTEAD
Mrs. William J. Krome

Sylvester John Lynche

KEY WEST

Marie Louise Cappick

Mrs. Wallace Bryant Kirke
William R. Porter

Stephen Chochran Singleton
Mrs. William Richard Warren
Mrs. Hugh Williams

MIAMI
Adin Baber

John M. Baxter

Sarah H. Bayne

K. Malcolm Beal

Edwin G. Bishop

Nellie Mae Black

H. Bond Bliss

Crate D. Bowen

Mrs. Charles Brickell
William Mark Brown
Mrs, William Mark Brown
Mis. James D. Browne
Robert A. Burton, Jr.
Williard Caler

Park H. Campbell

Mrs. Park H. Campbell
*James M. Carson

*Mrs. James M. Carson
Jesse Jaudon Combs
Walter Hughes Combs, Sr.
Mrs. Walter Hughes Combs, Sr.
Walter Hughes Combs, |r.

TO HONOR

Mrs. Walter Hugh Combs, Jr.
George F. Cook

*Pauline Corley

Lon Worth Crow

Mrs. Lon Worth Crow
Mrs. Carl Ellis Dunaway
Mirs. Henry J. Egger
George C. Esill

Mrs. George C. Estill
Mrs. Newton Field
Newton Rowe Field
Mrs. Newton Rowe Field
Mrs. Mabel Byrd Francis
Mrs. Jackson Freeland
William T. Frierson

Mrs. William T. Frierson
Jessie Fuzzard

R.C. Gardner

Florence Ruth Gossin
Julia Fillmore Harris
Justin P. Havee

Laura May Hobbs

Mrs. EM. Hudson
*EM. Hudson

Mrs. Franklin Jaudon
L.A. Jones

Mrs. L.A. Jones

Mis. Willie V. Kerneehan
Roland J. Lavelle
Cornelia Leffler

Eloise A. Lightfoot
Duncan MacDonald
Mrs. Duncan MacDonald
*John G. McKay

*Hugh M. Matheson
Mrs. D.W. Matson
Eleanor Elizabeth Matteson
J. Harold Matteson

Mrs. R. C. McGahey
Marcus A. Milam

Mrs. Marcus A. Milam
Mrs. Francis Miller
Raymond A. Miller

Mrs. Raymond Miller
Charles A. Mills

]. Floyd Monk

Helen Bixby Moore
Mirs. T.V. Moore

Mrs. Marlon E. Nelson
Mrs. Johnson H. Pace
Margaret R. Pace

THOSE CHARTER

Mrs. George L. Parsons
Edgar Legare Pennington
Mrs. Thelma Peters

E G. Railey

Mrs. EG. Railey

*Ofelia M. Rodriguez
Wade Stiles

Mrs. Mildred Taylor Rhodes
*Edward Coleman Romfh
Martha Lucille Shaw
Frank B. Shutts

Mors. Charles Torrey Simpson
Frank A. Stoneman
George S. Spencer
Clarence E. Strong
Maurice H. Tallman
Robert R. Taylor

David O. True

R.W. Van Brunt

Mrs. Herbert O. Vance
Agnew Welsh

H. Franklin Williams
*Gaines R. Wilson

Peyton L. Wilson

Mrs. T.O. Wilson

*Mrs. T.A. Winfield

Mrs. T.H. Wood

Mrs. G.M. Wright

Mrs. Halford S. Wright

MIAMI BEACH
Vaughn Davis Bornet
Arthur E. Curtis
Charles T. Edgar

Mrs. Rush Southgate Fay
Mrs. Ruth M. Geiger
J. Ira Gore

Mrs. J. Ira Gore
Bryan Hanks

Jacob J. Kaplan

J. Arthur Pancoast

Thomas J. Pancoast

OUTSIDE FLORIDA
G. Barrett Rich, Buffalo, NY

George W. Rosner,

Columbia University

AND FOUNDING MEMBERS

§x; E ESPECIALLY WISH
THAT ARE STILL ON OUR CURRENT MEMBERSHIP ROLL.

Robert A. Burton, Jr.
Mrs. Patricia Crow
Lewis Leary

This list was compiled from the first edition of Tequesta, published in 1941.

Eleanor E. Matteson
J. Floyd Monk
Ofelia M. Rodriguez

Martha L. Shaw
Wade Stiles
Dr. Charlton Tebeau
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How TO
MAKE A MIAMI
CENTENNIAL QUILT

by Ellen Kanner

uilters as diverse as Miami itself tell the city’s hun-

dred years of history with Miami’s Centennial Quil.
The quilt, unveiled on May 11, Family Day at the Histor-
ical Museum, is folk art of the people and by the people.

“Its like a story book,” says Historical
Museum curator Remko Jansonius, who
doesnt even like quilting. At least he didn’t
until he got involved with the centennial
quilt project. Jansonius credits Quilt Scene
owner and manager Lucy Mansfield for
coming up with the idea for the centenni-
al competition. Together, they paved the
way last fall with three days of quilting classes and work-
shops held at the Historical Museum. Quilting expert and
author Elly Sienkowirtz, the keynote speaker, talked about

quilting techniques and symbolism so quilters would feel
both able and inspired.

“We had to make everyone feel comfortable participating,
make anyone feel they could make a block,” says Mans-
field. “We offered classes to give an idea. Photo transfer is
one technique that can be done at any copy shop. There’s

also inking, writing on the quilt.”

More than fifty people contributed, ranging from the expe-
rienced to tentative first time quilters, producing tradi-
tional blocks as well as post modern ones, employing quilt-
ing and embroidery and French knots as well as powerful

images incorporated with only a photo transfer. The resulc

“It’s like a

story book,”

Historical Museum Curator
Remko Jansonius

is no cuddly bed quilt. The Centennial Quilts bold pat-
terns and colors reflect the feel of the tropics. Not only are
the quile blocks beautiful and historical, they are personal-
ly resonant, encoding special significance into fabric and

design. “Everyone had a reason to make
what they did,” observes Mansfield.

Julia Ttshin, creator of “The Barefoot Mail-
man” block, is married to a former postal
worker. Toni Garcia, who has worked for
Delta for over thirty years, made “The Pan
Am Building,” an homage to Miami’s avia-

tion history.

Quilters didn't have to be born here to feel connected to
Miami. Judges chose two blocks depicting Cuban immi-
gration, including Livia Lagomasino’s “Land of Liberty,”
which shows the population shift from Cuba to Miami.
“My family and I had to abandon our native land as did
many hundreds of thousands of Cubans,” explains the
quilter. “Uprooted from all that has been our permanent
existence, Miami became our refuge, the place that allowed

us to be again.”

Donna Kahlke lives in New Jersey but has family in
Miami. Her quilt block, “Julia Tuttle’s Orange Blossoms,”
symbolizes the impetus behind Miami’s growth. “After a
freeze destroyed most of the state’s crops in 1895, one res-
ident, Julia Tutde, sent railroad magnate Henry Flagler

some frost-free orange blossoms from Miami. He not only

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY MAGAZINE
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extended rail service to Miami but

built the town as well.”

A little later in Miami’s history, Ruth
Zion Dubbin was only four years old
when she came here from New York
with her parents in 1911. She posed
with a friend in front of a stuffed alli-
gator for a picture to send to her fam-
ily back home. Eighty-five years later,
Ruth Dubbin’s

daughrer incorporated that treasured

Bonnie Askowirz,

photograph into her quilt block,
“Family With Stuffed Alligator.”

Equally compelling are some of the
blocks not chosen for the quilt. Some
didn’t make it because they failed to
conform to size restrictions, others
because they duplicated images — the
judges had to choose among numer-
ous scenes of the Everglades, several
Cuban rafters and a handful of hurri-
canes. A few quilt squares, — like Liz
Chifari’s “Paradise Stolen,” — failed to
be politically correct. Made of piecing
on muslin, it shows a tiny 3-D hand-

gun surrounded by a ring of purses.

“l was mugged downtown several
years ago,” says the quilter, “T needed
to make ‘Paradise Stolen’ for thera-
peutic reasons. Until we acknowledge

the scope of our crime problem,

16 SUMMER 1996

Miami can never be the paradise it
once was.” Ms. Chifari knew her
block would be risky, “but I was glad
for the opportunity to say something

important.”

An experienced quilter, Mansfield
couldn’t help but be impressed by the
blocks. “Some people used quilting
techniques and ideas that never would
have occurred to me.” She agrees with
Jansonius, though, the real magic
comes from “inspiration. The stories

. . . »”
are what make it so fascinating.

The panel of quilt block judges includ-
ed Miami historian Dr. Paul George. “1
just added the historical bent,” he says.
“T know nothing about the technique.
But it was an incredibly colorful dis-
play, really neat. Some were so striking.
Each had its own merits and each
revealed its own chapter of Greater
Miami’s history. What I found so strik-
ing was that here our whole communi-
ty came togcther and their blocks

blended together so wonderfully.”

After the judges made their decision,
Mansfield got to work piecing the
winning squares together. She lay the
blocks out in chronological order, the
oldest at the top, starting in 1896 and

continuing through the present.

“Everything just fell in place. It starts
here,” she explains, pointing to “The
Barefoot Mailman” at the upper left.
“This top row goes from 1896 to
1910, the center panel shows Miami
during World War I and the 1930s,
and here at the bottom are the sixties
and on up the present.” It was as
though each quilter knew where and
how the blocks would fit. They com-
pliment, never clash and the graphic
techniques, while very different evoke

a sense of unity, Miami’s unity.

Jansonius, if not quite a quilting con-
vert looks, forward to his next project
with Mansfield — a quilt of the
future. To be done in the year 1999, it
will “predict Miami in the coming
century.” In the meantime, Miami’s
Centennial Quile will circulate among
public spaces in Miami throughout
the centennial year and return to the
Historical Museum as part of its per-

manent collection.

“When people come to look at the
Centennial Quilt, T hope they will
view it as more than a collection of
unique techniques or fine skills,” says
Pamela Pampe, who contribured che
“Baptist Hospital” block. “T hope they

will see it as a collective memory from



people who have lived in this communi-

ty and nurtured its development.”

Miami’s Centennial Quilt blends art
with history but mostly, it’s a loving trib-
ute from the many different people who

call Miami home.

Page 13 - The Miami Centennial Quilt in its entirety.

Page 15 -{left) "The Barefoot Muilman" by Julia Iifshin
(center) "The Pan Am Building" by Toni Decamp Garcia
{right) "Baptist Hospital" by Pamela Pampe

This Page -(left) "Land of Liberty" by Livia H. Lagomasino

(center) "Family with Stuffed Alligator"
by Bonnie Dubbin Askowitz

(right) "Julio Tuttle's Orange Blossoms"
by Donna M. Kahlke

Ellen Kanner is a nationally published writer
and regular contributor to the Miami Herald,
the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, Publishers
Weekly, Florida Living, the Washington Blade,
Bookpage and many others. She lives in Miami
with her hushand, Benjamin Bohlmann.

S ull-size color posters of the

Miami Centennial Quilt are avail-
~ able at the Indies Company
Museum Store for $8.95.

YOU CAN ALSO SEE MORE OF
THE QUILT ON THE INTERNET
al

htep:/ /www.historical-museum.org/

collect/quilt/quilt.htm

%

Costume Shop

3704 NE. 2nd Avenue, Miami, Florida 33137  Phone (305) 573-5657
Fax (305) 573-5658

"Wanna lower your
galectric bill?"

Call 1-800-DIAL-FPL
and ask for a free
Home Energy Survey.

an FPL Group company
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MiamMr’'s POETIC FARMER

By Helen Muir
An excerpt from her book, Frost in Florida: A Memoir

every winter until his death

in 1963.

Author Helen Muir, a
Miami friend of the poet,
has written Frost in Florida,

obert Frost, the New

England bard, took

he road more trav-
eled when he set out for
Miami in 1934 in search of

a winter home. The road led eventually to a 4 Memoir. We are pleased to present to you,
five-acre compound in South Miami, which with the permission of the publisher, Valiant
he called Pencil Pines. There the poet came Press, an excerpt from Helen Muir's book.
Even before the deed was signed, Robert Frost was If you did not gather it from his poetry, you would know
telling his friend Hervey Allen [author of the best- by observing his daily life that Frost was most at home with
selling historical novel, Anthony Adverse] that from now nature. Botanizing and bird watching, studying the stars,
on he would call himself “a cross between a Florida and digging in the earth were all part of his inner rhythms.
farmer and a Vermont farmer” while Hervey was a Besides the pencil, he considered the ax and scythe his
“Maryland-Florida farmer. . . .” favorite tools.
Frost took it beyond that, and his plans for acquiring trees His interest in the various sub-tropical plants was not
and shrubs for Pencil Pines were formulating in his head. superficial, although his annual stays ar Pencil Pines
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amounted to only about two months, usually beginning in
January after wandering down the East Coast, stopping to
lecture at the University of North Carolina before hitting
the Florida colleges. A favorite school was Agnes Scort in
Decartur, Georgia, where a spare overcoat was kept in readi-
ness should the weather turn cold and where the welcome

was always warm.

The plant life in South Florida intrigued Frost and before
long he was deep in talk with Dr. David Fairchild, the

wortld renowned plant explorer.

Fairchild and his wife, Marian, had pur-
chased eight acres of bayfront land in
Coconut Grove in 1916 with twenty-five
thousand dollars borrowed from her illustri-
ous father, Alexander Graham Bell, who, as
everybody knows, invented the telephone.
They named their place The Kampong and
proceeded to turn it into their own private
plant introduction center, traveling the world

gathering seeds.

Fairchild was a likely authority with whom to
consult about plantings for the Frost five

acres. But the plants without the people

enough. Once Frost said: “Men are the
important factors to remember. They are the soil that

brings forth the fruit.”

Calling himself a Florida farmer was a kind of mockery at
which Frost was expert, but how fortunate he was to be
officiating at fresh planting with such compatible next

door neighbors as the Elmer Hjort family.

Hjort had left his faculty post at the University of Pitts-
burgh and with his wife, Nettie, and their daughters, Net-
tie Belle and Edith, set out in 1936 for South Florida, seek-
ing a climate change for daughter Edith for reasons of

ek g

Hjort joined the faculty of the struggling University of
Miami teaching chemistry and in off hours set about build-

ing a small dwelling for all five members of the family. . . .

At the University, Hjort was elevated from professor of

Inset Photo: Robert Frost (rase mic 1989-017-20779)
Background Photo: Pencil Pines, Frost's home in Florida (HasE #nc 1989-011-20775)

Calling
himself a
Florida
farmer was
2 kind of
mockery at
which Frost
would not have been enough, not nearly WAS €XPEI tois

chemistry eventually to dean of the college and the man

who established the South campus.

By the time Frost appeared, Hjort had expanded the hous-
ing on his land and his mother-in-law was residing in the

original house.

Mail was R.ED. out of Coconut Grove and the Hjorts, the
Allens and now Robert Frost picked it up from oversized

boxes at the corner of School House and Davis Roads.

The country atmosphere, the neighborliness and compe-
tency were the right ingredients for Frost
and in the weeks before Kathleen Morri-
son appeared each winter, he spent many

an evening reading poetry aloud at the
Allens and the Hjorts.

Reading aloud was obligatory, part of his
whole history with both his mother and
wife. Over at the Allens, daughters Mar-
cia and Mary Ann recall that often Frost
would be considered a rare treat in many
circles but at the Allen menage it took
Father Hervey to explain that “one day
they would be glad they listened.”

One daughter asked plaintively why
Frost “sometimes read the poem twice?”
Clearly, they had other evening pursuits in mind than lis-

tening to a poem being born.

Still, Mary Ann, after her marriage to the geographer Dr.
Melvin Marcus, remembers bicycling her firstborn over to

Frost’s house in a basket to request a favor.

Would he please autograph one of his poems for Andrew,
the babe in the bicycle basket? More than that, Mary Ann

wanted the poem hand written.
“Which one?”
“Something about history,” she told him.

Carefully, the poet wrote out The Gift Outright, the poem
he would read at the Presidential inauguration of John
Fitzgerald Kennedy, a televised scene the nation would

share years later in a burst of emotion on a snowy day in

Washington, DC. ﬁ
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY

*Qver 350 crafts exhibitors

THE HARVEST FESTIVAL FEATURES:

ADMISSION: *Quilr sale *Historical reenactments
$5 for adults *Live musical performances eInteractive educational
$2 for children, *Historical & Community programs for children
ages 5-12. Exhibits *Variety of foods for sale.

eFolklife demonstrations

November 23-24, 1996

Dade County Youth Fair
Grounds and Exposition
Center, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

(Tamiami Park at Coral Way
and 8.W. 112¢h Avenue)

RESIDENTIAL

New contracts
Remodeling
Computer

Fire Alarm
Security Systems
Apartments
Hospitals

State Certified
Master Electrician

DANIEL
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

COMMERCIAL

Shopping Malls
Homes

Office Buildings
Value &

Design Engineering
Real Estate Electrical
Inspections

Serving All Dade & Broward for Over 45 Vfears
305-592-8777

5521 N.W. 84 Avenue, Miami

Licensed & Insured
EC 0001488

A Call, for Submissions.:

Editors and advisors fb/‘ South
Forida ]ﬁkiaf‘y ,%&yauhe encour-"
age the submission a/ ‘arficles /bz' con-
stderalion ﬁ'om seasoned firstorians

and new wrifers alite,

Call Kebecca Eads at-

(305) 375-1492
for a copy of
The Historical Museum of
Southern Florida's Publications

Style Guide

Or write fo:

The Historical Museum
101 W. Flagler St.
Miami, Florida 33130.
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CSwz'ﬂzS With %acznas -
IMemories 0/ MMarie

By RANDY E NIMNICHT :

President, Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Some years ago a movie was released with the intriguing
title of "Dances With Wolves." This was the Indian name for the
lead character, who performed what could be construed as a dance

p

with wolves during the Indian wars in the late nineteenth century.

Marie Anderson a century later could have qualified for

the Indian name "Swims With Iguanas."

I will always have an image of her swimming with her
iguana. She had a swimming pool in her backyard in the Grove,
and had gotten in the habit of trying to do her laps first thing in
the morning. She once told me that as she was swimming the
length of the pool one morning, she réalized something was

beside her and looked to see what it was.

It was an iguana!

She finished the lap, then turned to swim another. The iguana followed suit.

Always one to "live and let live," she did nothing to disturb the iguana. The next morning her swim-

ming partner reappeared and off they went.

Many wonderful observations have been made about Marie, concerning her achievements and con-
tributions to our community. She was a board member and an officer of the Historical Museum. She worked

tirelessly on our publications, bringing with her the professional skills-she honed during her years at The

Miami Herald.

When I read of her passing, I felt sad. Bur T smiled inwardly because hers was a life truly well-lived.

Even the iguanas sensed how special she was.
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Inset Photo Above: Entrance to the R::yu! Palm Heiem )
Opposite Page Inset Photo: Today's Brickell Avenue (Hisf 1995.277-1581)
Background Photo: The Royal Palm Hotel, view from the south side of the
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o The First

e Hundred Years

to the robust international city of today, Miami has
represented for multitudes of new residents a place to begin
anew, a gateway to a better tomorrow. And at no time has

this been more true than the present.

THE BEGINNING

The story of Miami begins more than 10,000 years ago
with a settlement of Paleo-Indians along the edge of south
Biscayne Bay near today's Charles Deering Estate. Many
millennia later, Tequesta Indians, so named by the Spanish
Explorer, Juan Ponce de Leon (who also gave Florida its
name), entered the lush, subtropical area and built sectle-
ments stretching from the Florida Keys to Broward Coun-
ty, with the largest concentrations along the north bank of
the Miami River and on Key Biscayne.

Like Florida's other native inhabitants, who numbered
more than 350,000 at the time of the Spanish entrada in
1513, the lifestyle of the Tequestas changed radically, and
for the worse, following the Spanish arrival. Victims of dis-
ease, war and other dislocations, the Tequestas, along with
Florida's other native populations, had virtually vanished
250 years after the entry of the Spanish.

PAauL S. GEORGE, PH.D.

ew cities of such youth can claim a history as eventful, significant, and tumultuous
as that of Miami. From its beginnings as a tiny settlement along the Miami River

Beginning in 1565,
Spain exercised con-
trol over Florida for
nearly 250 years.
Spain's colonization
effort is divided into
two eras separated
by a twenty-year
British interregnum
in the late eigh-

teenth century.

During the Second
Spanish Period, g4

which stretched from 1784 to 1821, Spain liberalized her
settlement policies in an effort to develop her colony,
encouraging, in addition to her own countrymen, resi-
dents of other lands and faiths to settle in Florida. In the
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early 1800s, a few Bahamian families accepted Spanish
land offers along the Miami River and on Biscayne Bay,

and farmed in those lush areas.

In 1821, Spain sold Florida to the United States for five
million dollars in Spanish damage claims against the Amer-
ican government. One year later, Florida became a territo-
ry, marking the beginning of its march toward starehood. In
1830, Richard Fitzpatrick, a prominent figure in the poli-
tics of Territorial
Florida, purchased the
Bahamian-held lands
on the Miami River,
and established a slave
plantation over a por-
ton of them. Sixty
slaves cultivated Firz-
patrick's land. Fitz-
patrick, however,
abandoned his planta-
tion soon after the
commencement of the
Second Seminole War.

THE SEMINOLE

WARS

The Second Seminole
War, fought between
1835 and 1842, was
the longest, bloodiest
Indian war in Ameri-
can history (The First
Seminole War was
waged in several parts
of northern Florida in
1818). The conflict
erupted following efforts by the United Stares to relocate
Seminole Indians west of the Mississippi River in Indian
Country (roday's Oklahoma and a portion of Arkansas).
The Seminoles were renegade members of the Creck
nation who had left their ancestral home in Georgia in the
previous century for Florida.

The Second Seminole War led to the rapid depopulation of
Miami and other parts of southeast Florida. A small mili-
tary force replaced the civilian population near the end of
the 1830s, as the United States Army established Fort Dal-

las on a portion of Fitzpatrick's abandoned slave plantation
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Above: Fort Dallas on the north side of the Miomi River (hus 1975.50.)

on the north bank of the scream. Soldiers from Fort Dallas
periodically paddled upriver and into the nearby Everglades

in an effort to engage the elusive Seminoles in combat.

The Second Seminole War ended in 1842. Shortly there-
after, Fitzpatrick's nephew, William English, acquired the
former's Miami River possessions and reconstituted the
slave plantation, adding new buildings to the complex. A
man of large ambitions and vision, English platted the
"Village of Miami" on
the south bank of the
river. He sold several
lots in that develop-
ment before leaving
the area, at the begin-
ning of the 1850s, for
California and the

gold rush.

The Third Seminole
War (1855-1858)
prompted the United

Below: Spanish-American War soldiers and prisoners. (st x-275-1). The States  Army  to
flood of soldiers in 1898 greatly affected the young Miami population,
numbering less than 2,000 at the beginning of the cenfury. The lack
of housing forced the troops to set up fent encampments, in which
7,500 troops were forced to live for several months.

reestablish Fort Dallas
on the English prop-
erty. Although it was
fought on a far small-
er scale than the pre-
vious conflict, this
final Seminole War
further discouraged

sectlement in Miami.

While the Indian
problem had receded
by the latter decades
of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the site of today's Miami consisted of only a few fam-
ilies as late as the 1890s. Dade County, stretching from
Indian Key to the Jupiter Inlet, contained less than 1,000
persons by the beginning of the century's last decade.
Undoubtedly, the area was among America's last fronders.

MIAMI IS BORN

But change was in the air. Small homesteading communi-
ties were arising along Biscayne Bay and many influential
pioneers were among the incoming residents. Julia Tuttle
moved to the area in 1891 and purchased the Fort Dallas
land to build her home. A woman of great foresight, Tut-



tle prophesied that a great city would someday arise in the
area, one that would become a center of trade with South

America and a gateway to the Americas.

Across the river from Tuctle lived William and Mary Brick-
ell and their large family. The Brickells arrived in Miami at
the outser of the 1870s, and quickly established themselves
as successful Indian traders as well as shrewd real estate

1NVEStoTs.

Meanwhile, Henry M. Flagler, a multi-millionaire from his
partnership with John D. Rockefeller in Standard Oil, was
extending his railroad south along Florida's east coast, and
developing cities and resorts Jalong the way. In 1894, Fla-

gler's railway entered West Palm Beach.

During the following year, in the wake of two devastating
freezes that wreaked havoc on Florida's farm crops but
failed to reach Miami, Flagler met with Julia Turtle. He
agreed to extend his railway to Miami in exchange for hun-

dreds of acres of prime real estate from Tuttle and the

Brickells.

Additionally, the great industrialist agreed to lay the foun-
dations for a city on both sides of the Miami River and
build a magnificent hotel near the confluence of the river
and Biscayne Bay. Flagler had been quietly planning this
extension long before his fateful meeting with Tuttle, since

he wanted to bring his railroad all the way to Key West and

link it with other parts of his vast system, which included

a steamboat line and a resort in the Bahamas.

The first train entered Miami on April 13, 1896. By then
a city was arising on both sides of the Miami River. The
heart of the community was a retail district along Avenue
D (today's Miami Avenue) emerging north of the river, in

an area of piney woods.

On July 28, 1896, 344 registered voters, a sizable percent-
age of whom were black laborers, packed into the Lobby, a
wood frame building on Avenue D standing near the
Miami River. They voted for the incorporation of the City

of Miami, along with the Flagler slate of candidates.

By then, the trappings and institutions that accompany
developing communities everywhere, such as a newspaper,
bank, stores, and churches, had appeared. What separated
Miami from other frontier communities was Henry M.

Flagler's magnificent Royal Palm Hotel.

Standing five stories tall (its rotunda in the center added
another story to the structure), the yellow frame building

was topped by a red mansard roof and counted among

M. Zion church on NW 3rd Avenue and NW 9th Street, ca. 1920. This church still stands in
Overtown af the same location. (HASE 1988-102-5)

Seminole Indian woman, ca. 1925 (HASF 5-30 Matlack)

LANDS NOW BEING RECLAIMED
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| DEEP MUCK,BIG CROPS, YEAR AROUND SEASON
{BUY NOW AT GROUND FLOOR PRICES
SECURITIES CORPORATION, Miani.

i



many prominent features a 578-foort long verandah. The

building contained more than 400 rooms.

Soon after it opened in January 1897, the Royal Palm
became a popular resort for America's Gilded Age princes,
including John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie and the
Vanderbilt family.

Miami endured a series of traumas during its first
years as a city. A fire destroyed much of the
business district on the morning after
Christmas 1896. Restless, trouble-
some and even violent troops
7,500  men
bivouacked in Camp Miami

among the

during the Spanish-American
War of 1898 threatened the
residents of the small com-
munity. The following year
a fearsome yellow fever epi-
demic forced many families
out of their homes to seek
temporary, safe housing

until the disease subsided.

In spite of these perils, early
Miami grew quickly and by
the beginning of the new cen-
tury, the fledgling city contained
1,681 residents. Tourism and agri-
culture represented its chief econom-
ic endeavors. New ncighborhoods
appeared on both sides of the river. Miami
had shed its frontier ambiance for that of a small

southern town.

Significant projects in the century's first decade dictated
future directions. Henry Flagler succeeded in securing fed-
eral funds for the construction of a deep water channel as
well as for the dredging of the Government Cut, connect-
ing Miami's new bayfront port with the Atlantic Ocean
lying several miles east of it. Flagler was also instrumental
in connecting the Keys through the extension of the Flori-
da East Coast Railway to Key West, some 120 miles south
of Miami.

"LAND BY THE GALLON"
The State of Florida embarked on an ambitious program of

Everglades drainage in 1906. Its goal was to provide fertile
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new lands for agriculture. Two years later, a dredge started
digging a drainage ditch near the headwaters of the Miami
River, and by 1913, the Miami Canal connected the river
with Lake Okeechobee, while the water from the swamp-

land was carried out to sea along connecting waterways.

Everglades Reclamation (or drainage) led to the birth of a
feverish real estate industry for Miami and much of south-
east Florida as large speculators purchased mil-
lions of acres of reclaimed land from the State
of Florida, then marketed it aggressively
in many parts of the nation. The unsa-
vory sales tactics of promoters who
sold unwitting investors land that
was underwater earned for Miami

an enduring reputation for mar-

keting "land by the gallon.”

By 1910, Miami's population
had soared to nearly 5,500,
while the number of tourists
and new business establish-
ments rose sharply. Twelfth
Street, today's Flagler Street,
had eclipsed Avenue D as
Miami's most important chor-
oughfare becoming the address
for the city's leading business
establishments. Twelfth Street's
cachet continued to rise with the
opening of the Burdine department
store's new five-story building, the city's first

"skyscraper,” in 1912.

COLORED TOWN

Colored Town arose in the immediate aftermath of the
city's incorporation when land deeds to property within
the municipal limits prohibited its sale to blacks every-
where except for that quarter. Despite deep pockets of
poverty and a glaring absence of municipal amenities
found elsewhere, this "suburb” hosted a rich array of enter-
prises, institutions and activities. The quarter's main thor-
oughfare was Avenue G (Northwest Second Avenue),
known as Little Broadway for its nightclubs and dance
halls, as well as the sparkling roster of nationally renowned
black entertainers who visited and performed in those

attractions.



Major figures in South Florida History:

Opposite: William Brickell (r4sE stan Cooper Collecion)
Above left: Julia Tuttle tHAsE 1977-103-1)

Above Right: Henry M. Flagler, af the Biscayne
Bay Yacht Club, co. 1900 (Hask 1987-5-43)

Below Left: Juan Ponce de Leon (From 4 History of
Florida, by Carofine Mays Brevard, HASE 1981-93-3)

Below Right: Osceola (HAsE 1989.023-4)
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Right: Howard Gill standing by his
plane during Miami's 15th anniversary

celebration
[HASE 1976-51-7)

Below: John and E.V. Sewell in front of
their store, ca. 1920 (H4sF x.445.1)

Black Miami grew quickly,
comprising twenty-five to
forty percent of Miami's
population in its first gener-
ation of existence. Later
called  Overtown, this
region would grow rapidly
before experiencing a peri-
od of steep decline beginning in the 1960s for a host of rea-
sons, including the construction of an extensive expressway
system thar ripped through the heart of the quarter and led
to the displacement of 20,000 residents (about one-half of

its population).

MIAMI'S FIRST FLIGHT

Miami's boisterous 15th birthday celebration in 1911 fea-
tured an aerialist soaring in a Wright Brothers airplane over
a Flagler-built golf course west of Colored Town. For most
Miamians this event marked their first glimpse of an air-
plane. The experience served as a harbinger for the city's
emergence as one of the nation's early aviation centers,
since Miami's climarte, level topography, and close proxim-

ity to water made it ideally suited for aviation activity.

Soon after the inaugural acrial display, Glenn Curtiss, a
famed aviator, arrived and established a flight school. By
the time America entered World War [ in 1917, Miami
and the surrounding area hosted several flying schools,
including a facility near the Miami Canal that Curtiss
operated for future combat pilots in the Great War.
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BEAUTY OF MIAMI
Tourism boomed before
and after World War [ pri-
marily through the efforts
of Everest G. Sewell, a self-
taught public relations
whiz who headed the
Miami Chamber of Com-
merce's tourist promotional campaign. Many prominent
visitors built large, stately homes along beauriful Brickell
Avenue, creating a "Millionaire's Row." The thorough- ;
fare's most prominent resident was William Jennings
Bryan, presidential candidate and a sterling orator, who
regaled crowds in Miami's Royal Palm Park with his Sun-
day Bible addresses. Bryan's beautiful Villa Serena was
overshadowed, however, by James Deering's Villa Vizcaya,
a multi-million dollar Renaissance-era palazzo with exten-
sive gardens overlooking Biscayne Bay. Built between
1914 and 1916, Vizcaya employed ten percent of

Miami's population in its construction.

Miami was already booming when the Roaring Twenties
began. The city's population had climbed to nearly
30,000, a 440 percent increase over the figure for 1910. It
represented the largest per capita increase of any munici-
pality in the nation. Its expanding borders now extended
several miles in each direction beyond the original parame-
ters. At the outset of the 1920s, The Miami Herald mar-
veled at the "astounding growth of Miami as a tourist cen-

ter." Increasing numbers of tourists remained in the area



after the winter season had ended, many becoming perma-
nent residents. But this growth would pale by comparison

with what lay ahead — the onset of the great real estate

boom of the mid-1920s.

THE LAND BOOM

Speculation brought people from all parts of
the nation to Florida in quest of quick
wealth in the overheated Florida real estate
market and Miami was its storm center. In
the late summer of 1925, as the boom neared
its zenith, nearly 1,000 subdivisions were
under construction in Miami and its envi-
rons. Speculators were selling lots several
miles from the city's center for fantastic prof-

its. Beautiful developments bearing a Span-

ish eclectic or Mediterranean Revival style of architecture
arose in areas that had only recently been farms or wood-

land. Most prominent here were the sparkling new munic-

ipalities of Coral Gables and Miami
Shores.

The annexation of Lemon City,
Coconut Grove, and other historic
communities and neighborhoods in
1925 led to the expansion of the city of
Miami from 13 to 43 square miles.
This event, together with a population

that unofficially stood in excess of

100,000 by 1925, was indicative of Miami's emerging sta-

tus as a metropolitan area.

Left: The first train arriving in

Miami by Ken Hughes (st
1980-40-5)

Below: Florida East Coast sou-
venir playing card, back feo-
turing orange blossoms and
the Florida State Seal, front
portraying speed hoats in
1930s regatta. (HASF 1981-28-11)

The boom was accompanied by a breakdown in law and
order. Bootleggers sold liquor obtained from the nearby

Bahama Islands or from local moonshine stills to thirsty

"boomers" and natives oblivious to Prohibi-
tion and its enforcement. Owing in part to
the wrenching changes that accompanied the
boom, the rate of violent deaths (homicides,
suicides, and accidents) for Miami and Dade
County in the middle years of the 1920s,
was greater than at anytime since the state of

Florida began record keeping.

AND THE BUST
The boom began dissipating in 1926. Wary
speculators backed off from further invest-

ment in light of inflation, and a series of set-

backs brought construction to a standstill. The spring and
summer of 1926 witnessed a mass exodus of speculators.

The boom was over.

In September, a hurricane with winds
of 125 miles per hour smashed into the
Miami area, with a portion of the eye
passing over downtown. More than
100 Miamians and Dade County resi-
dents lost their lives in the storm.
Thousands of homes were destroyed.
Unfinished subdivisions were leveled.

The entire region was plunged into a

severe economic depression three years before the rest of
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Miami weathered
the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s
better than many
other communi-
ties. This was due
in part o the
advent of com-
mercial aviation;
— Pan American
Airways and East-
ern Airlines estab-
lished headquar-
ters in the Magic

City — and a resurgent

the decade.
Tourism was
pegged to special
events and activi-
ties such as the
Orange Bowl Fes-
tival, which began
in the mid-1930s,
and became a pop-

ular tourist draw.

New Deal pro-
grams put more
than 16,000
Miamians to work,
building fire sta-
tions, schools, and post offices. The federal government was
also responsible, in this era for the creation of Liberty
Square, one of the nation's first black public housing pro-
jects. It arose in Liberty City, a new African-American com-

munity in the city's norchwest sector.

WORLD WAR II

America's entry into World War IT in 1941, led to a radi-
cal shift in Miami's fortunes, as the city and other parts
of Dade County became a huge training base for hun-
dreds of thousands of members of the armed services.
Dimouts and blackouts were the rule in the early part of
the conflict due to the German submarines in nearby

warters.

The United States Navy operated a submarine chaser
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school, also
Nr : : known as the
e st = "Donald  Duck
' ‘ ' Navy," from the
busy  port  of
Miami. The head-
quarters for the
Navy's Gulf Sea
Frontier, which
oversaw naval
operations in this
region, was locat-
ed in the Alfred 1.
DuPont Building.
The Army Air Force Transport Command took control of
the municipal airport at NW 36th Screer.

Local businesses,
such as shipbuild-
ing and upholster-
ing, worked dou-
ble shifts on gov-
ernment contract-
ed projects. Miami
enthusiastically
met its war bond

quotas helped by

weekly  patriotic
parades along
downtown's Fla-

gler Street.

The Magic City
was even involved in the Japanese surrender. Paul Tibbits,
a Miamian, commanded the Enola Gay, a B-29 airplane
named for his mother, herself a resident of Miami's River-
side neighborhood. The Enola Gay dropped the first acom-
ic bomb over Hiroshima in August 1945. One week later
the Japanese surrendered, ending the most destrucrive war

in the history of humankind.

"SAND IN THEIR SHOES"

Postwar Miami bustled as never before. Many veterans
who had trained here during the war had acquired "sand in
their shoes,” and returned as permanent residents. The new
Miamians represented one ingredient in a new boom
whose impact was evidenced by soaring enrollments at the

University of Miami, a suburban building explosion, and



Left: Port of Miomi ribbon cutting ceremony, June 7, 1967
(HASF 1981-99-110)
Background: MiamiNice acio

s - Don Johnson and Philip

n Little Havana (HASE 1989-75-170)

Little Haiti
(HASE 1989-115-30)

Miami International Airport, 1930s
(HASE, 1981-99-76)




Tank in downtown Miami d

Du Pont Building is in the
(HASE MNC 1989-011-18456)

record numbers of winter visitors,

Miami Beach.

especially on

Change was everywhere, most notably in such viral sectors
of the economy as aviation. The creation of the Dade
County Port Authority resulted in the purchase of Pan Am
Field, and its merger with the Army Air Transport Field led

to the creation of Miami International Airport.

Increasingly, Dade county was assuming a more important
role over the destiny of its citizens. Miami delegated some
of its powers to that entity, as in the case of city-operated
Jackson Memorial Hospital, which became a county facili-
ty in this period. At the beginning of the 1950s, the Port
of Miami came under the joint management of the gov-
ernments of Dade County and the City of Miami, prepara-
tory to the construction of a new port on Dodge Island.

The county's growing powers culminated in the creation of
a Metropolitan form of government, which provided for
the consolidation of many of the functions and services,
formerly provided by Dade's separate municipalities, with-
in one entity.
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By 1950, the City of Miami contained 172,000 residents,
or lictle more than one-third of the county's population.
Miami remained a Southern city but one with a prominent
Jewish community and a large annual tourist population.
The races were segregated, and would remain so unril
desegregation brought vast changes in society in the 1960s.
Miamians called their city "Miamah," as earlier residents

had, with more than a trace of a Southern accent.

A NEW ELLIS ISLAND

One of the city's most defining moments came in 1959
with Fidel Castro's takeover of Cuba. Castro's transfor-
mation of the island nation into a Marxist state led to a
vast exodus of Cubans to Miami. Many of the first wave
of refugees were highly educated persons who left behind

successful careers and businesses.

Their presence in older Miami neighborhoods helped revi-
talize areas chat had been suffering from an exodus of mid-
dle class residents to the new suburbs ringing the cirty.
Moreover, the business acumen of many exiles was a boon
to the city and region's economy, while their vibrant cul-

ture brought new life to their new home.

At the same time, Miami and South Florida became a cen-
ter for intrigue as America's Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) prepared a force of exiles for an armed overthrow of
Castro's government. But the failure of the CIA-sponsored
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961, and an agreement between
the Unirted States and the Soviet Union during the Cuban
Missile Crisis in 1962, providing that the former would
refrain from invading Cuba, left a bitter taste in the
mouths of many Cubans toward the government of their
adopted country.

Nineteen sixty-tive marked the beginning of the U.S.
sponsored "Freedom Flights," a massive airlift of Cubans to
Miami. By the time of their termination in 1973, more
than 3,000 "Freedom Flights" had delivered 150,000
Cubans to America, primarily to Miami and its environs,
and in the process had instituted the radical transformation

of the city into a Latin American capital.

By the 1980s, the large Cuban refugee population, whose
countywide numbers by the end of the decade exceeded
600,000, was actively engaged in the political process,
dominating the government of the City of Miami, as well
as those of neighboring communities. Through its fervent

anti-Communism stance it added a more conservative bent



Below: Pan Am clipper ship at today’s Miami City Hall (Hast 1985-136-3)
Background Phato (HAsk x-491-96)

to the city's politics. Little Havana, the inital entry point
for early waves of Cubans, had additionally become, by
the 1980s, the destination for refugees from other coun-

tries in the hemisphere, especially Nicaragua.

In Miami's northern sector, refugees from Haiti, the poor-
est nation in the hemisphere, were pouting into Lemon
City and transforming that bastion of old Miami into a
vibrant black
Caribbean com-
& munity. By the
1980s, that neigh-
borhood had come

to be known as
Little Haiti.
Clearly, Miami
could claim for

Y itself in the centu-

ry's final decades
the persona of a new Ellis Island for persons flecing trou-
bled countries in the Caribbean and Latn America.

Miami's place as a refugee haven, however, placed tremen-

dous financial burdens upon it, and left it one of the poor-
est cities in the United States by the 1990s.

RIOTS AND VICE

The influx of refugees who vied with blacks for many entry
level jobs, and were perceived by the latter as recciving spe-
cial governmental benefits denied them, led to simmering
tensions between them and resentful residents of Liberty

City, Brownsville and other native black communities.

Black Miamians were also instrumental in affecting anoth-
er major transformation of the city, as they began, in the
1960s, to spread beyond their cramped confines into adja-
cent white neighborhoods in Miami's northern ‘sectors,

dramatically changing their demographics.

Despite gains realized by Miami's African Americans in the
aftermath of desegregation, poverty and crime remained
disproportionately high among the race, while black anger
over the perceived inequities and biases of the criminal jus-
tice system led to a series of searing riots, beginning in the
summer ‘of 1968, at the time of the Republican Party's

Presidential nominating convention on Miami Beach.
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Another riot in May 1980, following the acquittal of sev-
eral white policemen by an all white jury in the brucal
killing of Arthur McDuffie, a black businessman, resulted
in the loss of eighteen lives and property damages in excess
of $50 million. Tt was the worst race riot up to that time in

American history.

PROGRESS AND DIVERSITY
Adding to Miami's woes in recent decades has been the For all of its problems, Miami could point to a lengthy list
city's notoriety as a haven for drugs, especially cocaine,

of accomplishments. In 1960, Dade County Junior Col-

brought in from Latin America, and the pervasive problem lee: roday's st DadeGommusiy Collsse opened s

of crime. Drugs, along with its propensity for political > ot o
E% & Prapensty p doors for the first time in the Magic City. The largest com-

mtrlgblic, hafrhsw_en Mlamlban _l:aji) O‘f a. Su.btl’.()plfal munity college in the world, Miami-Dade was, by the niid-
Casablanca. This image was burnished by "Miami Vice," a 1990s, preparing nearly 125,000 full and part-time stu-
popular television program of the 1980s, well as numerous

dents for more productive, fulfilling lives.

T
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disparate  denizens of Greater
Miami.

The passage, in the early 1970s, of
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Disturbance in Opa Locka, 1971 (HASE MNC 1989-011-4813) making it the largest county in the
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est collection of cruise ships and the largest number of Miami has made extraordinary progress in its brief century
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Louis Comfort Tiffany and others who

came to the state from 1823 to 1950.
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as an incorporated entity. All indicators point to its Paul S. George has been a teacher, author and student of his home-

fown's history for two decades. He obtained his doctorate in history from
Florida State University and is currently historian for the Historical
Museum of Southern Florida and assistant professor in Social Sciences ot
the Wolfson Campus of Miami-Dade Community College. One of Miami's
most popular historians, hundreds know Dr. George from his historic
neighborhood walking, boat, bus and Metrorail tours conducted through-
out the year. He lives in Miami with his wife, Laura, and two sons,

growing importance as a nexus of trade and finance for
the Americas, and as a hallowed sanctuary for peoples
flecing tyranny in our hemisphere in the twenty-first
century. A major ingredient for its continued success
over unprecedented challenges and obstacles will come
from its willingness to draw comfort, direction and

. . - ~ . Py
inspiration from its proud past. S

to HASF board members
ERTIC WILLIAMS AND RAUL MASVIDAL AND TROPEE CHAIR ALFREDO GONZALEZ

for being chosen as “celebrity judges” for an art contest.
g judg

Chrysler Corporation is sponsoring Arte en Movimiento Jeep Art Contest, a competition to

encourage artistic talent among Hispanic artists in Miami, and to promote Chrysler Jeep.
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Book review by Rebecca A. Smith,

Id city

directories
are glorified tele- 1896
phone books,
offering pecks

into the minutiae

Pircctory, Guide &
History
of Dade County, Florida

including Croard and
Patm Reuch Counties

of yesteryear with
lists of residents

(Genealogical Society of
o v (M c.

and businesses.

1996
Reprint

They go tele-

phone books one
better, however, by adding essays
about the region, photographs, adver-
tisements and sections arranged by
street address, a blessing for those
researching the history of a particular
location. Sometimes, they even
include telephone numbers.

It is no wonder then, that many issues
of the Miami City Directory in the
museum’s archives and at the Florida
Collection of Miami-Dade Public
Library are tattered and worn from
decades of loving use by researchers.
Recognizing their popularity, the His-
torical Association reprinted the 1904
Cirty Directory in the 1970s, enabling
one to browse that year in the comfort
of one’s home.

Unitil recently, only a few intrepid
researchers knew that the earliest

directory dates to 1896, not 1904.

'GUIDE & HISTORY OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. MIAMI: GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER

ages. $4S

This incredibly rare, slender volume
has been hidden away, in the securest
areas of a few Floridiana collections,
on the shelves reserved for the frailest
and rarest of volumes. At this time,
only three copies are known to have
survived. The Historical Museum is
fortunate to have one of these original
volumes, on display until September
29 in the centennial exhibition,

Miami: the First 100 Years.

For the centennial, the Genealogical
Society of Greater Miami has reprint-
ed this little known treasure, from the
Historical Museum’s copy. Now, at
last, it is available to all.

The 1896 directory covers all of Dade
County, which at that time included
present-day Palm Beach and Broward
counties. It conrains directories of
merchants, advertisements, a chronol-
ogy of events from 1894-carly 1896, a
short history, and descriptions of vari-
ous settlements, agriculture, Indians,
and businesses. Unlike the later direc-
tories, it does not list individual resi-
dents. Never-the-less, it provides a
detailed portrait of southeast Florida
one hundred years ago, from the per-
spective of the businessmen of the
time. The 1896 directory will delight
the casual browser and the serious
scholar alike.

FLORIST.

Miami: (305) 233-2668
Fax: 255-1978

16115 S.W. 117 Ave. #10
Miami, FL 33157

AEE)& GIFTS
Gourmet Baskets ® Fruit Shipping
1-800-776-2668

Paul & Lois
Neidhart

Homestead: (305) 247-2668
Fax: 247-5260

30382 Dixie Shopping Center
Homestead, FL 33030

Copies of the reprinted 1896 directo-
ry can be perused in the Historical
Museum’s Research Center and at the
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public library. To purchase a copy for
your personal library, contact the
Genealogical Society of Greater
Miami, PO. Box 162905, Miami,
Florida 33116-2905.

Loook in a book!

The Indies Company
Museum Store offers one

of the largest selections of
Florida books in Miami:

HisSTORY BOOKS
COOKBOOKS
CHILDREN’S BOOKS
COFFEE TABLE BOOKiS
GUIDE BOOKS
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
BOOKS
BIOGRAPHIES
TRAVEL BOOKS
NOVELS

AND MORE!

Call (305) 375-1622 for
that “special read.”
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FROST IN FLORIDA: A MEMOIR

by Helen Muir, Miami: Valiant Press Inc., 1995. 187 pages. $19.95

Book review by Martha L. Reiner

Helen Muir FROST TN
closes FLORIDA
Frost in Florida: S

A Memoir with
the idea that

“setting forth

several sides of a

question and

thereby encour- Heen Muir

aging people to
think for themselves” was part of

whar Robert Frost did best.

Publicist, reporter and historian Muir
follows Frost’s example as she reflects
on what it meant to be the poet’s
friend. She tells of the shock friends
felt as the publication of Lawrance
Thompson’s official biography of
Frost; according to a New York Times

review, the poet was “a monster.”

Muir conveys Lesley Frost Ballan-
tine’s conviction that poetry, not
ambition, drove her father. Ballantine
suggested that Frost thought he was
like Job, someone God planned to
give a hard time. Frost did face

adversity and several tragedies.

Yet Frost was very generous. When
Muir brought him insect repellent,
Frost bought her chocolates. He gave
children from Brewster Village milk
and cookies. Frost created communi-
ties of intelligent conversation. Many
of these were in South Florida — in
Coconurt Grove, Key West, South
Miami and the University of Miami.

The poet who brought us stark New
England landscapes and sometimes
introspective character formarion
became a “Florida farmer.” On five

acres at Davis Road, Southwest 80th

Construction

Company

1926

38 SUMMER 1996

Your Local

Street, Frost built a prefabricated cot-
tage. Part of Frost’s social life was cul-
tivating luxuriant foliage with David
Fairchild and with University of
Miami chemist Elmer Hjort. Frost
also enjoyed the flurries of travel that
accompanied being here for “the sea-

»

son.

Muir first interviewed Frost on her
fifth wedding anniversary, January
23, 1941, after novelist-poet Hervey
Allen gave her Frost’s address. Frost
was renting a house on Ohio Street
in Coconut Grove while he got ready
to build the cottage he would call
Pencil Pines. “Robert Frost was
charming to me,” Muir wrote in her
journal afterward. She did not answer
Frost’s note about the interview. She
was busy taking on Philip Wylie’s for-

mer role as publicist for the Commit-

2500 S. W. 3rd Avenue
Miami, Florida 33129
(305) 860-8600

General Contractor

& Construction

Manager

Operating in
Florida since
1908

1995




tee to Defend America by Giving
Aid to the Allies and was starting a
Women in Defense radio show.
Still, Muir and Frost became
friends.

Robert and his wife Elinor first vis-
ited Miami in 1934. They stayed at
the McAllister Hotel. Their doctor
had ordered them south, and Frost
gave the final address for the Uni-
versity of Miami Winter Institute
of Literature. It was extremely cold
that December. Even though the
MeAllister had steam heat, the
Frosts went down to Key West. In
later visits there, Frost would play
tennis with Pauline, Ernest Hem-
ingway’s second wife, and talk with
Wallace Stevens.

Elinor died of a heart attack in
1938, in Gainesville. As Frost
restructured his life, he chose
Miami for his winters. He built two
cottages. He bought prefabricated

parts, as Allen had.

In her memoir of a friendship last-
ing more than two decades, Muir
does more than show the private
Frost at home with his friends in
Florida. She also examines the pub-

lic Frost.

In his later years, Frost was “posi-
tioning himself toward Washing-
ton.” As a child, he had participat-
ed in local Democratic politics and
likely was marked by his facher’s
grave disappointment at losing a
race to become tax assessor of San

Francisco.

Testifying to a Senate subcommit-
tee in 1960, Frost called for institu-
tions to give culture the kind of
support that science has in the
United States. He read his “The
Gift Outright” at President

Kennedy’s inauguration.
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The Fourth Annual Historical Museum

90/ gmzb

Wednesday, October 30, 1996

NOON - SHOTGUN START, THE HisTORIC BILTMORE HOTEL & GOLF COURSE, CORAL GABLEsam
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((jnfz'y /ee 15 §250 per p[af/er and includes:

* Cart and Greens fee * Awards

* Lunch and Beverages on the course * Cocktail reception

* Souvenir bag for each golfer * Dinner Buffet

* Special team photos *Silent Auction Following the Tournament.

Sponsored by
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