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EXPLORE

10,000 years
of history in one afternoon!

Climb onto a 1920s trolley car, board a 19th century sailboat,
defend a Spanish fort and see shipwreck gold and Native American clothing!

Miami-Dade Cultural Center 101 West Flagler Street Miami, FL 33130
305.375.1492 www.historical-museum.org
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Editor’s notes

nlike many of the past issues of South Florida

History, this issue does not focus on only one theme
but many. From the creation of an airline and the
transformation of a hotel to the development of a neigh-
borhood and the raising of earthworms, this issue, as you
will see, is filled with a wide array of articles.

Explore the history behind E. Harold Threadgill’s
Ta-Miami Air Line (page 12). Intended to serve the
Miami-Tampa-Jacksonville areas of Florida, the airline
was chartered on February 10, 1923, survived the death
of a pilot one year later and was terminated after the 1926
hurricane impacted the economy of Southern Florida.

Read on to learn more about the elegant Biltmore Hotel

becoming the “Army Air Forces Regional Station
Hospital at Coral Gables” in 1943 (page 14). Area hotels
that served as hospitals during WWII were “difficult and inefficient to administer. The
sprawling Miami-Biltmore seemed the ideal place to consolidate all of the smaller units
into one facility.”

After reading about the Biltmore’s transformation, discover Dean Park, a neighbor-
hood developed by John Morgan Dean, which allowed for modern “mobility” as well as the
custom of Southern communities to socialize on shaded sidewalks and front porches (page
24). In mapping out streets for Dean Park, Dean combined a businessman’s understanding of
urban growth with a farmer’s appreciation of tropical beauty.

Last but least, get the dirt on an earthworm scam that cost residents of South Florida
thousands of dollars in the late 1970s (page 37). According to earthworm brokers, fish-
ermen weren't the only people who bought earthworms. They claimed there were several
lucrative markets for worms, and guaranteed profits for anyone who wanted to raise them
and sell them back to the worm brokers. A “small capital investment was required.”

Enjoy!

M M5

Note: After many months of compiling articles, searching for photos and pushing back
deadlines, due to circumstances beyond my control, I can finally say this issue of Souzh
Florida History is done. You may notice the date on the cover is 2002. That is not a typo.
Slowly but surely we will get this magazine back on schedule.

If you or someone you know is interested in submitting an article or book review,
please contact me at publications@historical-museum.org or 305.375.1492. Your time,
energy and thoughtfulness in submitting a contribution are greatly appreciated as we
strive to spread an understanding of our region’s rich past. I look forward to receiving
your submission.

South Florida History

Editor
Sara Munoz

Editorial Assistance
Kelly Geisinger, Becky Smith,
Dr. Paul S. George

Published Quarterly by the
Historical Association of Southern Florida

J. Andrew Brian, President/CEO

Miami-Dade Cultural Center
101 W. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33130
305.375.1492 = 305.375.1609 fax
publications@historical-museum.org

www.historical-museum.org

ISSN: 10773819

South Florida History is a journal of popular
regional history published quarterly by the
Historical Association of Southern Florida.
Receipt of South Florida History is a privilege of
membership in the Historical Museum, the Fort
Myers Historical Museum, the Collier County
Museum, the Clewiston Museum, the Boca
Raton Historical Society and the Florida
History Center & Museum.

The Historical Association of Southern
Florida is a nonprofit cultural, educational and
humanistic institution dedicated to providing
information about the history of southern
Florida and the Caribbean, and to the collec-
tion and preservation of material relating to
that history.

The contents of South Florida History
magazine are copyrighted © 2002 by the
Historical Association of Southern Florida. All
rights are reserved. Reprint of material is
encouraged; however, written permission from
the Association is required. Inquiries and
contributions are encouraged and should be
addressed to the Editor, South Florida History,
Historical Museum of Southern Florida, 101
W. Flagler St., Miami, FL 33130. Phone:
305.375.1492 Fax: 305.375.1609; e-mail:
publications@historical-museum.org. The
Historical Museum disclaims any responsibility
for errors in factual material or statements of
opinion expressed by contributors.

This publication has been sponsored in part
by the Thomas B. Haggard Fund for
Publications, the State of Florida, Department
of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida
Arts Council and Division of Historical
Resources, the Miami-Dade County
Department of Cultural Affairs, the Cultural
Affairs Council, the Mayor and the Miami-
Dade County Board of County Commissioners,
and members of the Historical Museum of
Southern Florida. The contents and opinions do
not necessarily reflect the views and opinion of
the editors of South Florida History or the
Florida Department of State, nor does the men-
tion of trade names or commercial products
constitute endorsement or recommendation by
the Department of State.




Spotlight on...

Collections

by Rebecca A. Smith

he Historical Museum contains many treasures, one of the
most significant being its visual materials. Maps are among

the most beautiful and informative of these picture collections.
The collection contains 1,200 maps of Florida, South

Florida and the Caribbean, dating
from the late 1500s to the present.
The maps may be artifactual or
informational, manuscript or print-
ed, originals or reproductions,
decorative or functional. The maps
may be sheet maps,
from atlases, navigational charts,

maps

road maps, postcards, fire insurance

maps, acrial photographs and
so on.

Books and periodicals expand the
books,

histories and atlases contain one

maps collection. Travel
or many maps. Periodicals, such as
The Map Collector, provide informa-
tion on the art of collecting.
Reference books documenting maps
include bibliographies, biographical
dictionaries, library catalogs, histor-
ical atlases, exhibition catalogs

and conservation manuals. Some

Biscayne Bay.
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Clockwise from above—Les Antilles, Ca. 1734. HASF 1996-916-13,
Robert C. Rogers Collection. Florida. [1935] HASF 1996-916-26, Robert C.
Rogers Collection. Western Hemisphere. 18-. HASF 1996-916-8.
Florida, Ca. 1892. HASF 1996-916-34, Robert C. Rogers Collection.

archival materials also pertain to maps, such as Roland

Chardon’s papers relating to the historical geography of

During the past 50 years, the map collection has been built

through the generosity of many peo-
ple. Individuals have given maps,
both rare and everyday, and funds
for the purchase and
of maps. While the museum
does purchase objects for its collec-
tions, the collections mainly grow

care

through donations.

The Historical Museum’s Research
Center houses the map collection.
The Research Center contains
extensive materials on the history
of Florida, especially from Lake
Okeechobee south. Other holdings
include selected materials on the
history of the Caribbean and publica-
tions  documenting  collections.
The Research Center is open
Monday-Friday, 10 am—4:30 pm,
appointments recommended. To find
out more, call 305.375.1492 or visit

www.historical-museum.org.—~SFH
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Around the galleries

HISTORICAL MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA

Miami-Dade Cultural Center, 101 West Flagler Street, Miami, 305.375.1492, www.historical-museum.org. Open seven
days a week, Monday—Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm; third Thursday 10 am to 9 pm; Sunday noon to 5 pm. Closed
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years Day. Parking available at 50 N.W. 2nd Ave. Adults $5; Children 6-12 $2;

HMSF members and children (5 and under) FREE.

EXHIBITIONS

Assignment Miami: News Photographers

June 19, 2003—January 18, 2004

This is the first exhibition to explore the history of newspaper
photography in Greater Miami. Photographers have helped
define many of the most dramatic events in Miami’s history,
such as the 1926 hurricane, the attempted assassination of
President-Elect Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, the riots and
the Mariel boatlift of 1980 and the Elidn Gonzdlez controversy.
They have also documented the day-to-day life of the city.
Visitors will gain a sense of the process involved in newspaper
photography through more than 250 photographic prints, as
well as examples of photographic equipment from throughout
the twentieth century.

First Arrivals

Ongoing

First Arrivals is the latest renovation to the Historical Museum’s
permanent exhibition, Tropical Dreams: A Peoples History of
Southern Florida. Visitors have the opportunity to discover and
explore archaeological findings from the Cutler Fossil site, the
Miami Circle and other important sites.

SrECIAL EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

Third Thursday Evenings

Third Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 pm  FREE

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Join the Historical Museum for a fascinating series of panel
discussions organized in conjunction with Assignment Miami:

News Photographers.

September 18- Photographing Miami:
Witnessing the Life of the City
Guest speakers: Michael Carlebach and Maggie Steber

Opening of the new lobby exhibit,
Carl Juste: Miami Portraits

October 16— Photographing Major News Events: Mariel,
Haitian Refugees and Elidn Gonzdlez
Guest speaker: Michael Carlebach

November 20— Producing Pictures: Photojournalists and
Photo Editors
Guest speaker: Maggie Steber

Family Fun Days

Second Sarurdays, 1-4 pm FREE

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Through a variety of hands-on activities, participants discover
and experience the richness of South Florida’s multi-ethnic cul-
tures. For more information, call 305.375.1492.

Tropical Explorers Summer Camp

June 16—August 8

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Eight week-long camp sessions loaded with exciting indoor and
outdoor activities ideal for children 6 to 12 years of age. The
Historical Museum’s experienced educators and counselors guide
campers to discover the treasures of South Florida’s history through
gallery games, music, arts and crafts, field trips and much more.
There’s a different session every week and different activities per
session. Sessions are Monday through Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm.
Campers can be dropped off at the Historical Museum at
8:30 am and picked up no later than 5:30 pm. For more infor-
mation and registration, call 305.375.1628.

HARVEST Festival

November 23 & 24, 10 am=5 pm

Fair & Expo Center (Home of the Miami-Dade Youth Fair)

10901 Coral Way, Miami, Florida

HARVEST Festival is the Historical Museum’s largest event and
major fund-raiser. Always celebrated the weekend before
Thanksgiving, HARVEST is best described as a shopping extrava-
ganza that is distinguished by the high quality crafts, the product
demonstrations, exhibitions and the variety of folk arts, antiques
and gourmet foods available for sale. Truly an event for the entire
family, it features live music entertainment, historical re-enact-
ments and a display of vintage automobiles. This major South
Florida event attracts more than 18,000 visitors every year. For more
information, call 305.375.1492 or visit www.historical-museum.org.

HistoriC TOURS WITH DR. PAUL GEORGE

Gallery Walk

Thursday, September 18, 6—8 pm FREE

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Explore 10,000 years of South Florida and Caribbean
history with Dr. George in Tropical Dreams, the museum’s
permanent exhibition.



sl

7{\ %

CoLLIER COUNTY MUSEUM, 3301 Tamiami Trail East,
Naples—941.774.8476. The Collier County Museum explores
the people, places and everyday events that have shaped Collier
County’s heritage. The museum and four-acre historical park are
open Monday through Friday, 9 am—5 pm. Free.

THE ROAD
TO
CLEWISTON

CLEWISTON MUSEUM, 112 South Commercio Street,
Clewiston—863.983.2870. The Clewiston Museum, founded
in 1984, is a growing museum, collecting and displaying items,
large and small, important and trivial, which reflect the past of
Clewiston and its surrounding area. The Clewiston Museum
is open 1-5 pm Tuesday through Saturday, with seasonal
adjustments. No admission fee is charged; however, donations
are encouraged.

_ Florida

ol
useum

FLORIDA HISTORY CENTER & MUSEUM BURT REYNOLDS
PARK, 805 North U.S. Highway 1, Jupiter—561.747.6639.
The Florida History Center & Museum is open all year. Examine
artifacts from early Florida inhabitants in the permanent museum
collection and view the traveling exhibits. Open Tuesday through
Friday, 10 am—5 pm and weekends 1-5 pm. Closed on Mondays. $4
adults; $3 seniors; $2 children. The Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse is open
Sunday through Wednesday, 10 am—4 pm (must be 48” tall to
climb). For information: 405.747.8380. $5. The Dubois Pioneer
Home is open Sunday and Wednesday, 1-5 pm. $2.

Boca RaToN HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOwN HALL,
71 N. Federal Highway, Boca Raton—561.395.6766. The
Boca Raton Historical Society operates a museum and gift shop

at the old town hall. Hours of operation are Tuesday through
Friday, 10 am—4 pm.

FORT MYERS HISTORICAL MUSEUM, 2300 Peck Street,
Fort Myers—941.332.5955. Open Tuesday through Saturday,
9 am-4 pm. Closed Sundays and Mondays and most holidays.
Admission is $6 for adults and $3 for children ages 3-12.

Museum members are free.

THE HisTORICAL SOCIETY OF PALM BEACH COUNTY,
139 North County Road, Suite 25, Palm Beach—
561.832.4164. A nonprofit membership organization devoted
to collecting and preserving archives and artifacts pertaining to
the history of Palm Beach County and Florida. Make local histo-
ry a part of your life and join as a member to help support this
effort. You will enjoy lectures and special events, discounts on
historical books and research fees. Office hours are Monday

through Friday. from 9 am—5 pm. Research hours are by appoint-
ment Tuesday through Thursday from 10 am-3 pm.

The above institutions subscribe to South Florida History as a benefit for their members.

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY 7



Exhibitions

Artwork from the cover of a State of Florida promotional booklet distributed to encourage service members who trained in Florida

to return after the war. Courtesy of The Museum of Florida History.

An exhibition at the Historical Museum through June |,2003



by Brooke Roberts-Webb

or the Americans who lived

through it, memories of World

War II are often bittersweet. The
war demanded constant sacrifice of men
and materials, but it was also a time of
awakening for those whose lives may
have otherwise been restricted or rou-
tine. Few, if any, came away unchanged
by their wartime experiences.

Certainly the state of Florida was
transformed by the war. When the U.S.
entered the war in 1941, Florida was a
state of only two million people; mostly
rural and dependent on agriculture. The
war years would leave an indelible mark,
altering the population and economy of
Florida forever.

The latest exhibition at the Historical Museum of Southern
Florida, Florida Remembers World War 11, explores the contri-
bution of Floridians to the war effort and the effect the war
had on the state. Created by the Museum of Florida History
in Tallahassee, the exhibition encompasses over 400 artifacts
and photographs, including military uniforms and accou-
trements, ration cards, war bonds, propaganda posters,
personal effects and captured enemy war souvenirs. A number of
artifacts and photographs are from the Historical Museum’s
own collections. The exhibition is enhanced by the sounds of
1940s radio shows and by computer kiosks with links to
images and news clips from the era.

Florida Remembers World War II examines the massive
upheaval of normal life that gearing up for the war presented.
The military constructed bases, airports and training facilities
throughout the state. Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Daytona and
many other cities were inundated with servicemen and
-women. An Army Air Force t-shirt from Miami Beach on
display in the exhibition recalls the thousands of servicemen
stationed in this resort area when the U.S. government
appropriated local hotels to house and train soldiers.

Life changed for civilians, as well. Those on the home front
led scrap metal drives, sold war bonds, and entertained sol-
diers. Many women did the previously unthinkable and
signed up for newly organized women’s auxiliary military
jobs. Even children aided the war effort by building model
planes to train pilots in aircraft identification.

An artifact in the exhibition, a jacket bearing the markings
“PW,” attests that the war had truly come to Florida. Some
10,000 German prisoners-of-war were sent to camps in
Florida, including ones in Kendall and Homestead. The

RATIONING GIVES

Top—Wiar bonds, ration cards and scrap metal drives were part of normal life

for those on the home front. HASF. Above—A naval aviator’s flight suit with an

inflatable floatation vest. HASE

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY 9
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HASE. Above—Uniforms

Top—Early diving gear worn by Navy “frogmen.’

make the man: a U.S. Maritime Service Officer’s bridge coat and hat, left; U.S.
Coast Guard Officer’s uniform, right. HASE
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prisoners were often sent to work in the
fields, filling positions left empty by
U.S. fighting men.

The personal stories told in the exhibit
exemplify the sacrifice and determina-
tion of many Floridians during this time
of conflict: Mrs. Bailey of Punta Gorda
who sent six of her sons off to fight;
Ernest “Boots” Thompson pictured in
the original photograph of the U.S.
Marines landing on Iwo Jima; and
Pensacola native James Polkinghorne,
who posthumously received the Purple
Heart for his duties as a pilot for the
famed Tuskegee Airmen.

With the defeat of the Axis Powers in
1945, Florida looked forward to postwar
prosperity and population growth.
Thousands who had trained in Florida
remembered the good climate and good
times of the Sunshine State, and opted
to return once peace prevailed.

One soldier who felt the tug of Floridas shores was
Seymour Lichtenfeld, who was among the veterans to speak at
HMSF’s Third Thursday panel discussion on March 20. He
was repatriated to Miami Beach for a little “R and R” at the
war’s end. Peering down the rows of hotels along Collins
Avenue, the young engineer saw abundant opportunity;
with “sand in his shoes,” Lichtenfeld chose Florida as his
new home.

Asked what artifacts in the exhibition brought back per-
sonal memoirs, Lichtenfeld said certainly the M-1 Garand,
the standard rifle for the U.S. Army at the time. “That was
my sweetheart. I slept with her, I lived with her, she was my
life,” the former infantryman recalled.

For some, the exhibition will stir old memories, and, for
the younger generation, open their eyes to the immense effect
the war had on Florida. According to historian Dr. Paul
George, the war “led to vast population growth, new devel-
opment, and wide exposure of the sunshine state to a large
number of people, which propelled Florida into its
post-World War II prosperity.”

Regardless of age, all who visit Florida Remembers World
War I will pay homage to those who defended the nation and
will celebrate the huge role Florida played in one of the most
critical times in recent history.—SFH

Brooke Roberts-Webb is an Assistant Curator of the Object Collection at the
Historical Museum of Southern Florida.
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chosen to head up WASP

Clockwise, from top left—Women at war: Women’s Army Corps (WAC) winter uniform; Floridian Jacqueline Cochran (pictured)
(Women Airforce Service Pilots). HASF. Prisoner of War shirt and a radio made by German POWs; image of German POWs harvesting Florida’s citrus crop. HASE

Medals, a Missing-in-Action telegram, and the interment flag of fallen marine Ernest “Boots” Thomas tell the story of the price of war. HASE
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THE TA-MIAMI AIR LINE

by Eugene E. Threadygill

THIS IS THE HISTORY OF THE TA-MIAMI AIR LINE,
which was chartered on February 10, 1923, survived the death
of a pilot one year later, and was terminated after the 1926 hur-
ricane impacted the economy of Southern Florida. The founder
of the company, E. Harold Threadgill, was a pioneer in the field
of aviation. As a young man, he and a friend obtained a descrip-
tion of the Wright brothers’ plane and attempted to duplicate it.
Their plane wouldn't fly, but the effort gave Harold Threadgill
sufficient experience that he obtained a job as an engineer for
one of the early “barnstormers” who trav-
eled around to shows. Because his employ-
er frequently over drank, Harold had to
learn to fly to replace him at air shows.
When World War I started, Harold taught
aviation engineering to military trainees.
At the end of the war, Harold and wife
Amy Smith were living in Chicago, where
he worked for the Moler Aviation
Engineering Company. When Harold’s
father-in-law, Julius Smith, a long-time
Miami resident, active in civic affairs, died
in May 1919, Harold and Amy returned to
the Smith family home, Banyan Place,
where they settled in with Amy’s mother,
Luella Smith. At that time, Banyan Place
was on the waterfront of Biscayne Bay. So
Harold purchased two or three pontooned
Curtiss Jenny’s, which he could dock in
front of the house, and fly around the
Miami area.

About the time that Harold settled in
Miami, his friend Arthur Chalk started his
airline from Miami to the Bahamas. That
prompted Harold to examine the possibil-
ity of an airline serving the Miami-Tampa-Jacksonville areas of
Florida. In order to search for an airport site in Tampa, Harold
loaded his Stanley Steamer with some food and set out across the
muddy road through the Everglades to Tampa. That wagon trail
was not yet a paved road, so it took Harold several days to make
it through the swamp to Tampa. Harold’s inspection of the area
to be traveled led him to the conclusion that, for an airline ser-
vice connecting Miami and Tampa to be established, it would
need a safe commercial airplane which would have the capabili-
ty of landing at an airport but also of landing safely in the
muddy terrain of the Everglades. So he spent two years working
with the Curtiss Aircraft Company, designing an airplane that

12

Founder of the Ta-Miami Air Line in 1923,
E. Harold Threadgill was a pioneer in the field of

aviation. August 1965. HASF 1995-277-16643.

had wheels for ground landing, and emergency pontoons, which
would protect the airplane if it had to land in the swampy
Everglades. When a successful land/water plane had been
designed and tested, Harold decided to go forward with the air-
line company. He contracted to purchase four planes with his
design, and entered into contracts for the acquisition of 18 addi-
tional planes. His brother-in-law, R. Earl Smith, prepared the
paperwork, and on January 29, 1923, filed an application for a
corporate charter for the Ta-Miami Air Line. On February 10,
1923, the Florida secretary of state issued
the corporate charter for the Ta-Miami Air
Line Company to provide transportation
service by “aeroplane or hydroplane”
between Miami and Tampa and other
points within the state of Florida. That
charter received headline news in the
Miami Metropolis and the Tampa Daily
News, February 10, 1923, and a major story
in The Miami Herald, February 11, 1923.
The charter listed Earl Smith as presi-
dent, but at the corporate meeting held
one week later, Harold Threadgill, the
principal stockholder, and owner of the
assets, was elected president. The officers
listed in the charter, Leon L. Noble, vice '
president, and Webster Spates, secretary
and treasurer, continued to serve the com-
pany through its life. As explained in 7he
Miami Herald article, the planes were
designed to carry four passengers, plus
some freight and luggage. This specialized
plane was designed by Harold Threadgill
using a fuselage then being designed and
produced by the Curtiss Aircraft Company,
which preceded the Curtiss “Robin” initiated in 1928 by the
Curtiss-Robertson Company. In addition to passenger and freight
travel, the company planned to obtain a contract for air mail ser-
vice with the Post Office Department. However, political changes
in the method of obtaining contracts for postal service blocked
the Ta-Miami Air Line from obtaining such a contract. The Ta-
Miami Air Line service between Miami and the Tampa-St.
Petersburg area commenced in the spring of 1923. Less than a
year after service had commenced, a tragedy struck. Harold
Threadgill’s younger brother, Sam, was interested in flying; after
graduating from Miami High School, he took flying lessons,
became a pilot, and was employed by the Ta-Miami Air Line. On



February 9, 1924, after spinning the propeller in order to start the
plane that had been forced down at Mulberry, Sam fell into the
path of the propeller and had both arms and a leg broken or
severed. He was transported to a hospital in Lakeland where he
died on Sunday, February 10, 1924. The St. Petersburg Evening
Independent ran an article on February 11, 1924, explaining that
Sam Threadgill was the brother of Harold Threadgill, president
of Ta-Miami Air Line, a person “well known” in the area.

the paving of the Tamiami Trail which was then under way. When
completed, that highway would allow automobiles, buses and
trucks to transport passengers and freight between Tampa and
Miami with only a few hours of travel time. By 1927, the Ta-Miami
Air Line Company was in serious financial trouble. Its investment
in more than a dozen airplanes was a burden it could not continue
to carry. So Harold Threadgill had to explore his options.

At about that time, Glenn Curtiss and Clement Keys, who

Although this accident had a severe
personal impact upon Harold Threadgill,
the Ta-Miami Air Line continued to
provide transportation service between
Miami and Tampa. ,

Air mail service in the United States,
after the end of World War I, was very
primitive and undeveloped, and Congress
demanded that better service be provided.
On February 2, 1925, the president signed
into law the Contract Mail Act, sponsored
by Pennsylvania Congressman Clyde Kelly,
and referred to as the Kelly Air Mail Act,
requiring the postmaster to contract with
private parties to provide air mail service
throughout the U.S. The Post Office estab-
lished procedures for interested parties to
submit bids for the provision of air mail
service. Ta-Miami Air Line, and other
competitors, submitted proposals for pro-
viding that service to cities in Florida. One
of the competitors was Florida Airways
Corporation, which had been formed on
November 2, 1925, by a group that included
Captain  Edward Rickenbaker,
Rockefeller, Anne Morgan, and many oth-

Percy

ers. The Florida air mail service contract
was awarded to Florida Airways on
February 11, 1926, and it began to provide
service between Miami and Atlanta,
with stops in Fort Myers, Tampa and
Jacksonville. That was an economic blow
to the Ta-Miami Air Line, but it continued
to provide passenger and freight service.

Excerpt from
“Miami-Tampa Air Line Traffic
to Start Soon,”

The Miami Herald (02/11/23)

According to Mr. Threadgill this
air line will be the first link of
others which will be established in
this state, and by next winter the
company intends to have planes
flying between Tampa on the west
coast to Jacksonville, meeting there
with proposed airmail routes link-
ing this state with Washington and
the large eastern cities....Four
planes will be used to begin the
service...more will be added as
the traffic demands...These flying
machines are constructed so they
can make safe landing on the soft
ground in the Everglades, should a
forced landing be necessary. They
can be changed from land to
seaplane within ten minutes, the
designer said.

Each of the machines will seat
four-passengers and will be
equipped with complete radio
sets. They will be capable of a
speed of 90 miles an hour, giving a
two-hour flight across the state.

controlled the Curtiss companies, were
examining the creation of a company
which would be called the Curtiss Flying
Service, a company which would establish
and operate new airports, and provide
flight training across the United States.
Glenn Curtiss and Harold Threadgill were
friends, and Curtiss asked Harold if he
would be interested in becoming an officer
of the new company. Harold saw that as an
opportunity, so he shut down the
Ta-Miami Air Line and disposed of its
assets. It is possible that he transferred the
Ta-Miami planes to the Curtiss Flying
Service, Inc. which was formed in early
1928, in exchange for some stock in the
company. Harold Threadgill accepted the
job as vice president for the south eastern
region; went to Raleigh, N.C., where he
located land that was purchased by the
Curtiss Flying Service, and he supervised
the construction of the original Raleigh
Airport. Although Glenn Curtiss died
before the Curtiss Flying Service became a
large operating company, the merger of the
Curtiss and Wright companies into a
combined entity allowed the continuation
of the project that Harold Threadgill had
commenced. The Threadgill family moved
to Raleigh, N.C., in June 1929, where a
large airport had been developed by the
Curtiss Flying Service. The Curtiss Flying
Service continued to operate until the
summer of 1931, when the impact of the

Then, a major disaster hit the Miami area on September 18,
1926, when one of the strongest hurricanes in history struck the
Miami area. The destruction caused by that hurricane also caused
visitors to look for other places to travel to during the winter of
1926-7, and led to a financial crash in Miami, with businesses and
banks closing, and the end of the real estate boom which had
brought Southern Florida such national attention. That 1926
“crash” led to the closing of Florida Airways on December 31, 1926.
Ta-Miami Air Line continued to struggle for a few months, but
finally Harold Threadgill concluded that he had to shut down the
airline company. Another factor which would lead to a decline in
demand for airline travel between the Miami and Tampa areas was

national economic crash of 1929 finally brought about the termi-
nation of the company and its loss of ownership of the original
Raleigh airport (which no longer exists). The Threadgill family
returned to Miami, and Harold Threadgill went into the real estate
development business, although he served as a judge at the Miami
and Cleveland Air Races for many years.—SFH

Eugene E. Threadgill, son of E. Harold Threadgill, is a native Miamian.
Mr. Threadgill practiced law in South Florida, primarily representing small
utility companies. In 1956, he moved to McLean, Virginia. In 1998, Mr. Threadgill
received the Patrick Henry Award for Outstanding Public Service by Virginia

Governor James Gilmore.
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Arva Parks & Company.
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Above—Postcard of the A.A.E Regional and Convalescent Hospital. HASF 1997-561-12. Right—Volunteers made bandages to help with the war effort. Courtesy of

“ONew this is nol the end. .. il és, prewhapis, the end of the beginning”
— Wiinston Charchill
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World War |l and Beyond:

Transformed

Excerpt from The Biltmore Hotel:
An Enduring Legacy (chapter 4)

by Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr. and
Ellen J. Uguccioni

i

Dawn—Sunday, December 7, 1941. A

peaceful day began in Miami as Saturday

night revelers slept in and tourists sun

bathed amidst the morning rays. By early afternoon, the tranquility was shattered. The
Japanese Air Force surprise attack on Pear] Harbor would change the face of the
world forever.

Citizens responded immediately to the Japanese aggression. Long lines of eager recruits
formed at recruiting offices and a newly-created Dade Defense Council patrolled the water-
front. Miami would soon gear up for the thousands of troops that arrived for basic training
and service schools. On Miami Beach, tourists checked out as hotels became barracks, golf

courses became parade grounds and the beaches became one vast physical training field.
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With a concentration of hotels in a relatively small area and its
year-round climate, Miami Beach was the answer to the immedi-
ate mobilization of the new recruits. More than 340 hotels in
Miami and Miami Beach housed as many as 78,000 soldiers.
Other buildings served as mess halls and hospitals, creating an
extensive network of support. Other Miami Beach hotels were
converted to station hospitals. By the end of the war, nearly one-
quarter of the officers and one-fifth of enlisted men who served
in the war had trained on South Florida’s shores.

Patients in the former hotel lobby await transfer to to various wards.

Courtesy of The Miami Herald.

The sight of servicemen and -women became commonplace.
The community responded with open arms. Many of
those men and women made Miami their permanent
post-war home.

THE END OF AN ERA

The outbreak of the war ushered in a new era and brought
profound changes to every city and town in America. Coral

16

Gables, however, experienced additional trauma when on
March 26, 1942, its founder, George Merrick, died of a heart
attack at age 56. At the time of his death, he was the
postmaster of Miami, having been appointed to this position
1941. More than a decade had passed since the demise of the
land boom and the loss of his Coral Gables investment.
Although he made valiant efforts to stage a financial come-
back, it seemed every new endeavor failed. When he and his
wife Eunice opened a fishing lodge in the Florida Keys, it was
tragically destroyed by the 1935 hurricane. He subsequently
returned to Miami starting over in real estate, but this time,
selling other people’s property. But despite numerous set-
backs, Merrick never lost his continuing optimism for Coral
Gables and Greater Miami.

Merrick’s funeral was held at Plymouth Congregational
Church on March 28, 1942. The Miami Daily News reported
that the funeral cortege to Woodlawn Park Cemetery was pos-
sibly the largest ever seen in Miami. While the funeral was in
progress, all stores in Coral Gables closed and all mail service
was suspended so that the public and letter carriers could
attend the funeral services. Mayor Joe Whitley of Coral Gables
issued this formal statement:

Whereas, George Merrick in whose mind and heart Coral Gables
was conceived and through whose genius it was brought into being,
has departed from among us and we, who are left to carry on and
protect the ideals he established, should pay fitting tribute to his
memory.

At the very least, Merrick was spared the pain of witnessing
another piece of his dream city vanish. As destiny would have i,
the Miami-Biltmore Hotel was called upon to play a substantial
role in World War 11, but in a much different way than Merrick
could have ever envisioned.

The war effort required expedient action and initiatives that |
in any other situation would be unthinkable. Under George
MacDonald’s leadership, when the decade of the 1940s began,
the Miami-Biltmore Hotel operated as usual. But, as the Army
Air Force converted more and more Beach hotels to housing,
officials looked at other options for additional service require-
ments. Area hotels that served as hospitals were difficult and
inefficient to administer. The sprawling Miami-Biltmore
seemed the ideal place to consolidate all of the smaller units
into one facility. Rumors of a government take over of the
Miami-Biltmore continued for months, but it was not until the
summer of 1942 that the government acted. Beginning in July,
the Air Force posted military police at the hotel and the golf
course. The dye was cast. The hotel’s last guest was U.S.
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, who actually remained for some
time after its official closing.

A NEwW PURPOSE

The sudden change from hotel to hospital violated the City of
Coral Gables’ zoning regulations. That detail did not prevent the
government from filing a lawsuit of eminent domain. The case

(Docket number 764-Civil-M) entitled “United States of



America vs. 165.81 acres of Land and
General Properties Inc.” was filed on
November 2, 1942. Four days later,
George MacDonald, on behalf of General
Properties, Inc., accepted the government’s
offer of $895,000 for the hotel, country
club, north golf course and 165.81 acres of
land. It took 70 pages to complete the
inventory of furnishings, fixtures and other
real property that went with the deal. On
December 10, 1942, the City of Coral
Gables filed a disclaimer of any interest in
the property. ,

When the government took over the
Miami-Biltmore Country Club and Golf
Course, president Sam McCormick
sought out Brigadier General Ralph
Wooten, commandant of the Air Forces
Technical Training Command headquar-
tered on Miami Beach. He negotiated a

deal in which the Army would lease the
golf course to the club members for
$10,000 a year. In exchange, the Army
would maintain it. Unfortunately for the
golfers and club members, the arrange-
ment lasted only about six months. Pl

In early 1943, the transformation of =4
the hotel began in earnest. Supplies ‘ ;
necessary to convert the hotel into a
1,200-bed hospital arrived daily. Staff
worked around the clock to meet a
March 1, 1943 deadline.

The hotel’s exquisite, one-of-a-kind
furniture and fixtures that cost over
$1 million in 1925 met an ignominious
end. Without ceremony, the trappings of
the great hotel were laid curbside for
collection. Fortunately, some of the furni-
ture and fixtures found their way into
the homes of tenacious neighborhood
salvagers. Sadly, much was lost forever.

A SERIOUS MISSION

The former Miami-Biltmore Hotel was
officially activated on March 7, 1943 as the
“Army Air Forces Regional Station
Hospital at Coral Gables.” Under the com-
mand of Colonel Don C. Ogle, the “new”
hospital was ready to receive patients.
Wounded soldiers returning to the United
States by air would land at Miami | . . . . i !
International Airport on 36th Street and ~ Top—Wounded soldiers arriving at Miami International Airport were transferred to AAF Regional Station

then be transported either by car or ambu-  Hospital in Coral Gables. Courtesy of the City of Coral Gables. Above—In 1943, a recovering airman enjoys the view
lance to the hospital. The Casa Loma  from the terrace overlooking the golf course. A volunteer offers refreshments. Courtesy of The Miami News.
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Hotel just west of the Miami-Biltmore became living quarters for
the nurses.

Six months later, in typical generic military fashion, offi-
cials changed the name of the hospital to “Army Air Force
Regional Station Hospital No. 1.” While still equipped to
handle any medical contingency, the convalescent function
of the hospital took on a
preeminent role.  The
Army’s goal was to return
convalescing soldiers to
active duty as quickly as
possible. The less fortunate,
or fortunate, depending on
one’s point of view, were
assigned to “rehabilitation”
programs to help them

adjust to their newly
acquired handicaps.
FamMous FACES

Hospital  administrators

knew that entertainment
helped recuperation and
general patient morale. In an
unpublished memoir, WWII
veteran Edward Millstone, a
medical supply technician,
recalled that Special Services
personnel  arranged  for
patients to visit the horse
races, dog races, jai alai and
the Parrot Jungle; see alliga-
tor wrestling at the Indian
villages; go on boat cruises on
Biscayne Bay and take bus
tours of Miami. In one
instance, patients attended a
circus at the Orange Bowl as
guests of Ringling Brothers.
In another special event, they
traveled to the Paramount
Theater in downtown Miami
to see This Is The Army,
which starred Lieutenant
Ronald Reagan. Songwriter
Irving Berlin, who wintered
on Miami Beach and wrote the title tune, donated the cost
of admission.

The Special Services and the USO also brought regular entertain-
ment to the hospital. Among the celebrities who appeared were: Bob
Hope, Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney, Bing Crosby, Eddie Cantor,
Jimmy Cagney, Edgar Bergen and Charley McCarthy, Al Jolson,
Jack Benny, George Burns, Betty Grable, Rita Hayworth, Lucille
Ball and W.C. Fields. The hotel’s swimming pool and grandstands
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Top—Recreational activities such as this scene by the piano in one of the hospital’s

“rec” rooms boosted patient morale. Courtesy of Arva Parks & Company. Above—Hospital
patients enjoyed a little “R and R” in 1943. The golf course was retained during the

war for patient use. Courtesy of The Miami Herald.

were once again a focal point for celebrities such as the former
Olympic and World Diving Champion Pete Desjardins, who
performed for the patients.

In March 1944, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt stopped by the
hospital. She dined with patients in the mess hall, toured the hos-
pital and visited the sick and wounded. Patients in the Rehab
Department presented her
with handcrafted ornaments.

GETTING BIGGER

In  October 1944, the
War Department announced
plans to build a $200,000
addition in the parking area
west of the country club.
This two story “U”-shaped
building provided space for
175 additional beds, rehabil-
itation arts and crafts
studios, offices, maintenance
shops and an expanded med-
ical supply warehouse. The
construction contract also
called for renovations to the
country club  building.
Workers converted the
kitchen into a GI cafeteria
and the ballroom, which had
been a patient ward, became
the mess hall for patients
housed in the new annex.
The new
complete the Army’s addi-

annex would
tions, which also included a
pair of two-story neuropsy-
chiatric wings attached to
the southeast corner of the
main building.

As construction dust filled
the air, residents wondered if
+ .~ the Miami-Biltmore would
become a permanent hospital.
Speculation  increased in
January 1945, when the AAF
Regional Station Hospital
No. 1 took over the services
previously administered by a convalescent hospital on Miami
Beach. This additional focus considerably broadened the scope of
the hospital’s mission, making it responsible for the medical, sur-
gical and psychiatric care of military personnel and their depen-
dants. By April, the veterans’ needs were so great that the
Veterans Administration made 100 beds available at three con-
verted hotel station hospitals: the Pancoast, the Nautilus and the
Miami-Biltmore.



Amidst the changes and under a curtain of wartime secrecy,
General Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, the commander of the Army
Air Force, arrived at the hospital in the aftermath of a serious
heart attack. Arnold, the only officer to serve as general of both
the Army and the Air Forces, stayed for three months. During his
recuperation, he frequently visited other patients, improving
their morale and encouraging
their recovery.

MAKING A DECISION

With the guns finally
silenced, Miamians breathed
a sigh of relief, eagerly await-
ing the return of peacetime
conditions. Troops left the
Miami and Miami Beach
hotels as hoteliers began
planning for the next tourist
season. The nation needed a
vacation and South Florida
was determined to become its
favorite destination.

In Coral Gables, everyone
wondered what would hap-
pen to the Biltmore. When
the VA acquired Miami
Beach’s Nautilus Hotel for a
hospital in late 1945, many & k.
believed the Biltmore’s days as
a government hospital would &
soon be over. Encouraged, the Wi
University of Miami, still Wi
operating as a “cardboard col-
lege” from the old Anastasia g
Hotel, asked for the Miami-
Biltmore when it was released
from military service. Despite :
this proposal, in May 1946, | ‘&
the Army re-designated the “—

Miami-Biltmore as an Army
general hospital and gave it
the name “Pratt General
Hospital” in honor of pioneer
Army Air Corps flight sur-
geon General Fabian L. Pratt.

In December, the new Pratt General Hospital made headlines
when General Dwight D. Eisenhower became one of its most

Hospital. Courtesy of The Miami Herald.

famous patients. Suffering from bursitis in his shoulder,
Eisenhower and his wife Mamie resided in the 13th floor tower
suite for a month of treatment, rest and relaxation. Lola Walker,
a tower suite maid, later remembered that during his stay the
future president ended segregation in the hospital dining areas.
Because the Veterans Administration appeared to show no
interest in acquiring the Miami-Biltmore, Coral Gables Mayor

Top—The 1944 addition to the west side of the Country club building provided
room for 175 extra patient beds as well as offices, shops and rehabilitation therapy

facilities. HASE Above—The 1947 decomissioning ceremony of Pratt General

Thomas Mayes and City Attorney E. L. Semple went to
Washington to explore the possibility of the city’s acquisition
of the property. According to City Commissioner Frank
Holley, the city contemplated leasing the property to “the
largest hotel chain in the country,” rumored to be the Hilron.
Veterans groups and the Chamber of Commerce voiced strong
opposition to the plan, citing
the need for expanded veter-
ans’ facilities not to mention
the economic benefit of the
hospital’s $4 million payroll.
The War Department
finally ended all the specula-
tion when it declared the
property surplus and projected
a June 30, 1947 closing date.
This announcement immedi-
ately spawned a flurry of
proposals. The State of
Florida wanted it for the new
South Florida Tuberculosis
Sanitarium or a state medical
school. A group of 40 local
physicians proposed a non-
profit corporation to keep the
Miami-Biltmore as a hospital
for both civilians and veter-
ans. In a surprise move, the
Veterans Administration, after
repeated statements to the
contrary, announced it would
indeed take over the Pratt
facility on July 1, 1947.
Evidently, this change of mind
came after engineering reports
noted that Miami Beach’s
Nautilus Hotel, a VA hospital
since January 1946, was struc-
turally unsound. It is interest-
= T ing to note that the Nautilus
Hotel eventually became the
site of Miami Beach’s Mount
Sinai Hospital in 1949 and
was in use until it was replaced
by a new building in 1968.
Almost immediately, Dr. H. F. Machlan, the Nautilus
Veterans’ Hospital manager, transferred all his patients to the
former Hotel. of budget
limitations, the hospital’s capacity was topped at 350
patients, a striking drop when compared to its 1,050-bed

Miami-Biltmore Because

wartime operation. Soon after the start of the Veterans
Administration’s (VA) operation of the Biltmore facility, the
government decided to lease the golf course to a non-profit
organization, such as a city or a club. They hired John
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Top—A busy day at the hospital canteen where patients and employees could buy soft drinks, ice cream and
sundries such as magazines and cigarettes. Courtesy of Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr. Above—A band performed popular

music for veterans during a 1952 Christmas party. Courtesy of The Miami Herald.
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O’Rourke, who had previously worked
on the golf course, to rebuild the greens
and groom the traps and fairways.
Coral Gables Mayor Keith Phillips
immediately submitted a bid for the
course. While he agreed to the stipula-
tion that no beer or wine could be sold
on the golf course, he insisted that the
pro shop and locker rooms be included
in the lease. The VA, concerned about
the co-mingling of patients and golfers,
wanted the lessee to build a new club-
house on Bird Road. After months of
negotiation, Mayor Phillips’ efforts
were rewarded. In October, General
Omar Bradley, head of the Veterans
Administration, announced that the
Biltmore golf course, pro shop and
locker rooms would be leased to the
city for $1 per year. The course
reopened on December 18, 1947 under
the direction of newly-appointed pro
Wilbur “Umps” Clark. Green fees were
set at $2.50, with an annual member-
ship of $100 for city residents and
$150 for non-residents.

AT CAPACITY

Soon after the VA hospital opened, it
reached its 350-bed limit. Pressure
mounted from various civic organizations
and veteran groups to make additional
beds available. People complained about
the more than 400-patient waiting list
and the fact that the hospital had three
unused floors. In response, the VA
blamed chronic budget shortages and
funding cutbacks.

Funding cuts did not stop residents of
Coral Gables from responding to patients’
needs. They showed their support by
sponsoring special events. One particular
annual event co-sponsored by 7he Miami
Daily News and local radio station WIOD
raised money to allow patients free long
distance calls home during the Christmas
holiday season.

Other groups also wanted to work with
the hospital. The University of Miami
had a keen interest in establishing a med-
ical school in the area. Actions by the
Florida legislature in 1945 and 1947 to
create a state medical school spurred the
university forward. In May 1947, the



university and the Veterans Administration signed a letter of
agreement to create a medical research unit to be housed in
the former ballroom of the country club building. The agree-
ment also initiated a course of study in the five basic sciences,
the nucleus for a pre-clinical facility. In 1951, the Florida leg-
islature approved a bill to subsidize the “first” accredited
medical school. In March 1952, following numerous legal
hurdles, the University of Miami Trustees voted to create the
state’s first school of medicine, thereby qualifying for the
state subsidy. Anticipating that approval, the university
signed a lease with the Veterans Administration to convert
the former hotel staff dormitory, located east of the main
building, into the medical school.

The medical school remained at the Miami-Biltmore from its
opening in September 1952 until 1969, when it was relocated to
a new and enlarged facility on the grounds of Jackson
Memorial Hospital. The original VA Hospital-UM Medical
Research Unit remained active until May 1954. That same year,
the hospital announced that it had served more than 43,000
patients during its first seven years.

LeT Us ENTERTAIN YOU

The war may have been over, but the wartime entertainment tra-
dition continued. In March 1955, an “Easter All Star Show”
came to the Biltmore. Sophie Tucker, billed as “The Last of the
Red Hot Mommas,” presented a “million dollar” show.
Appearing with her were Jane Powell, Nat “King” Cole, Helen
Traubel, Lillian Roth, Joe E. Lewis and Larry Storch. After the
performance, the stars distributed four truckloads of gifts donated
by Mr. and Mrs. Luis Quinto of Miami Beach, who had been
doing so for more than 10 years.

A variety of volunteer organizations also elevated patient
morale. One group in particular, The Jewish War Veterans
Post and Auxiliary, continued its visits for all the years the
Miami-Biltmore served as a VA hospital. It furnished a sitting
room where patients could visit with family in an informal
setting and also brought the men games and other
recreational activities.

THE TIMES ARE CHANGING

In 1957, after nearly 10 years of leasing the Miami-Biltmore golf
course, the City of Coral Gables decided upon an ambitious five-
year renovation using plans developed by golfing consultant
Mark Mahannah. Groundskeeper John O’Rourke, who brought
the course up to playing condition in 1947 and new pro William
Tinder supervised the reconstruction.

The following year, reports surfaced that the Veterans
Administration was reconsidering its options concerning the
Biltmore facility. The aging building required an inordinate
of amount of money for upkeep and maintenance. In
addition, the building, which was never designed for hospital
use, became increasingly difficult to adapt to hospital require-
ments. The elevators were not large enough to accommodate
patients on litters. Narrow doorways and halls prevented

Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr.

@Qf @/ﬁééw[e

éy Ellen Uguccioni

To even begin to summarize the life of Sam LaRoue, Jr.
is a daunting task, perhaps because Sam had so many
interests and affected so many lives, all the while
remaining a humble, extraordinarily giving and kind
man. Sam was my best friend.

I first met Sam when I was just beginning my job as
the historic landmark officer for the city of Coral
Gables. He had come to the office seeking additional
source material for a book he wanted to do on the
history of Coral Gables illustrated with postcards. Sam
and I immediately became friends, as his great
enthusiasm served as a catalyst for my own growing
appreciation of local history.

Sam’s home is a microcosm of the man. When I first
visited (some 16 years ago), I was overwhelmed by the
variety and vastness of his collection. A Wurlitzer jukebox,
an antique player piano, a vintage carnival game, license
plates from every state in the union, old commercial signs,
a model of the Michelin man and that was just the
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patient’s beds from going from one ward to another. Each
time a patient was transferred, a litter or wheelchair had to
be employed.

The conversion from hotel to hospital had brought vast,
insensitive changes to the building both inside and out. Most

i L
By 1958, the Veterans Administration’s Hospital was showing signs of disrepair, and
the VA studied other options for patient care. Courtesy of The Miami Herald.

of the public was oblivious to the inside changes, but when
the VA started to paint the outside battleship gray, local citi-
zens mounted a strong protest. As a compromise, the VA
painted it white, giving the building a very stark look.
(Controversy over color would arise again when the hotel was
rehabilitated in 1985.)

Fearing that the VA would build a new hospital on the
Biltmore golf course, the Coral Gables Commission resumed
its efforts to acquire it. In 1958, it tried to make the
government surrender the golf course to settle more than
$500,000 in back city taxes. While nothing came of this
claim, the commission did not relinquish its goal of owning
the course.
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By July 1963, questions concerning the Biltmore's future as a
VA hospital were answered. The VA announced plans for a new
10-story 1,000-patient hospital building that would be
constructed on the west side of N.W. 12th Avenue opposite
Jackson Memorial Hospital. Ground breaking for the new
hospital took place during August 1964. Within a year,
construction was well underway. This turn of events once again
caused the Coral Gables Commission, led by Mayor Joe Murphy,
to renew its efforts to obtain the golf course.

In a surprise move, the U.S. General Services
Administration (GSA) declared the golf course surplus in
October 1965. Following protocol, the GSA set the price at
one half of the highest assessed value of the property or about
$350,000. With their long-term goal realized, then Mayor
C. L. Dressell said, “It will be a good thing for the City of
Coral Gables.” He proposed that the city build a modern
clubhouse near the 15th tee with an entrance from Bird Road.
During February 1966, the final appraisal of the land was
completed. The price had grown to $450,000, which the
commission quickly agreed to pay.

Although the city acquired the golf course, the VA’ plan for the
buildings was unclear. In December, a VA spokesman denied that
the facility would close. Instead, he stated that the mission would
be changed to an extended care facility for convalescents and
patients with long-term illnesses. John S. Gleason, the
Administrator of the Veterans Administration, offered a different
perspective on plans for the Biltmore. In 1964, he told a U.S.
Senate appropriations subcommittee that the Coral Gables hos-
pital would remain in operation after the new hospital was built
or until such time as another VA hospital could be constructed in
Central Florida. Ultimately, due to budgetary constraints and
changing priorities, the VA abandoned plans for the continued
use of the Miami-Biltmore.

The new veterans hospital had been scheduled to open on

July 1, 1967 but equipment problems delayed the event.
Finally on March 1, 1968, the long-awaited day arrived.
Miami’s Metropolitan Transit Authority buses, ambulances
and Air Force litter buses from Homestead Air Force Base
transported the remaining 238 patients to the gleaming
new hospital.

Veterans Administration personnel turned off the power,
locked the doors and walked away. For the first time in its
42-year history, Merrick and Bowman’s dream hotel became
silent, dark and empty. Its future was infinitely uncertain.

The late Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr., was an impassioned local historian and collector. He
will long be remembered for his enormous contributions as a steward and scholar of
history. Ellen J. Uguccioni is the retired Director of the Coral Gables Historic
Preservation Department. Her friendship and collaborative efforts with Sam LaRoue
are among her fondest accomplishments.

“World War II and Beyond: A Hotel Transformed” is an excerpt from The Biltmore
Hotel: An Enduring Legacy, chapter 4, pp. 83-103. (Miami: Arva Parks &
Company and Centennial Press, 2002).
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LaPRoue, o Jo. Fand

Of the Historical Museum Endowment

ATrustee of the Board of the museum, where he served
as Chairman of the Collections Committee, Samuel D.
LaRoue is missed by all his friends at the Historical
Museum, but has left an enduring legacy of his own.

In 1998, Sam met with the museum’s gift planning
specialist and determined that he would make a
planned gift in the form of a bequest. When he died,
Sam left the museum a significant gift of real property,
personal property and artifactual material, including his
beautifully restored 1932 Twin Coach bus, originally
owned by the City of Coral Gables. The Samuel D.
LaRoue, Jr. Fund, established in Sam’s memory, will be
used to foster and continue many projects that were
dear to his heart—all meant in some way to further and
preserve the history of South Florida.

The Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr. Fund is one of 13 desig-
nated funds within the museum’s endowment. These
funds are designed to honor or memorialize individuals
or families, and are earmarked for programs and activi-
ties in keeping with the museum’s mission.

To make a donation to Sam LaRoues fund or to
inquire about establishing a fund of your own please con-

tact Marcia Kanner, Endowment Officer at the museum.

beginning. Sam’s first love was the history of South
Florida, and his collection of memorabilia from Miami
and Coral Gables is truly incredible. He continued to
expand his collection throughout his life, finding great joy
in “rescuing” objects and materials that others might find
to have little value. Sam knew their value and his greatest
joy was in sharing his collection with others.

As the collection grew, Sam found that his home sim-
ply wasn’t big enough. So, being the consummate collec-
tor he was, Sam built an addition to his home just to
house the collection, that now included an antique
Bantam Roadster and his prize possession, a 1938 Coral
Gables' Transit Bus. He had somehow come across the
rusting body of the bus in Jacksonville and purchased it
immediately. For some 10 years, Sam and his many bud-
dies worked to restore the bus, and when parts could not
be found (which more often than not was the case), Sam
had the parts machined. His “labor of love” was priceless,
and one can only imagine his joy the first time the bus
headed out for the open road. I was one of the people
Sam trusted to drive his bus, and although we lacked
windshield wipers, a speedometer that worked and even
headlights, we always made it home safely.

Samuel D. La Roue, Jr., in his all-too-short lifetime,
devoted huge amounts of his time in volunteering for
causes that he cared about. Besides his work as a
founder of the Miami Memorabilia Club, an officer
with the Dade Heritage Trust, and his service for two
terms as the President of the local car club, Sam was a
trustee of the Historical Association of South Florida,
serving the maximum term limit. :

I was fortunate to have co-authored two books with
Sam, Coral Gables In Postcards: Scenes from Floridas
Yesterday (1988, Dade Heritage Trust) and The Biltmore
Hotel: The Legacy Endures (2002, Centennial Press).
One of the last events Sam attended was a book premier
at the Biltmore Hotel hosted by the Seaway-Biltmore
Corporation. It was for both of us, the culmination of a
five year bittersweet journey that was one of the high-
lights of our lives.

Sam is no longer with us. In death, Sam has continued
his great concern for the appreciation of history by
making a bequest of his estate and his priceless collec-
tion to the Historical Association of South Florida. For
Sam, sharing his passion with others was his most
important legacy.

I did not mention what people might have first
noticed about Sam. Since the age of eight, stricken with
polio, Sam was paralyzed. Nothing stopped him from
getting to where he wanted to be, from the things he
wanted to accomplish. He was, for us, an inspiring and
truly noble human being,.
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John M. Dean committed himself to creating Fort Myer’s

neighborhood,” Dean Park. Courtesy of the Southwest Florida Historical Society

first ‘up-scale’

(Karl H. Grismer, The Story of Fort Myers. 1982).

The
Secret Urban Garden
@C John Morgan Dean

Dean Park, Fort Myers
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John Morgan Dean—Capitalist and Gentleman Farmer
Imported New England girls, dressed in neat black dresses and
starched white aprons, are about to serve the first dinner of the
season at the Fort Myers Hotel. It is January 18, 1900, and the
hotel has been in business for just three years. The well-
groomed staff readies itself to attend to the needs of 30 guests
which include Frank L. Budlong and John M. Dean from
Cranston, R.I.

Seated by the Deans and Budlongs in the spacious dining hall
are Mr. and Mrs. Hugh
MacDonald from Kentucky
and John T. Murphy from
Montana. Up and down the
Caloosahatchee River, the
MacDonald  and
Murphy groves are

Dean,
richly
admired. The winter season
for these gentlemen and their
wives will consist of a busy
social calendar, hunting and
fishing

inspections of local proper-

expeditions and

ties and groves.

Tonight Dean is silent as he
dips into the oysters on the half
shell—the first course of the
12-course meal. His second
wife, Louise, suffers from
Bright’s disease and the couple
has come to Fort Myers not
only for hunting and fishing
but in the hopes that the
Southern climate will restore
her health. Dean has a promi-
nent furniture business in
downtown Providence, R.I.,
but he and his wife live in
Cranston where the Dean
groves are famous for their
apple and peach production.
The Providence Journal
advertises cures for Bright’s
disease followed by personal
testimonies but the Deans are wary and choose a change of
climate instead.

Town promoters like storeowner M. Flossie Hill, whose moth-
er and sister run the highly reputable Hill House, and E. L. Evans
and Harvey Heitman, who co-own a hardware and sporting
goods store, also dine tonight at the Fort Myers Hotel. It is well
known that Evans, an avid fisherman, has lured Thomas Edison
back to Fort Myers with conversation about tarpon fishing over
the elegant Heitman-Evans fishing tackle counter.

Encouraged, town boosters look forward to more catches.
They know that the time has come to turn the casual sportsman

Guests in front of Fort Myers Hotel. Courtesy of Southwest Florida Historical Society.

to real estate investor. Somewhere between fried filet of sole and
creamed lobster “en bordure,” the new arrivals hear reasons for
becoming permanent residents. . .or at least winter residents with
a permanent local address. Dean listens with interest. This is the
last year that he and his wife will spend at the Fort Myers Hotel.
In February, they will buy the 42-acre Barrington Farm just out-
side of town on Riverside Drive (now McGregor Boulevard)
where they will build a comfortable riverfront winter home.
Meanwhile, Frank Budlong is lost in thought about tomorrow’s
hunting trip.

To Hunt or not to Hunt
Frank Budlong has moored
his yacht in the hotel
boathouse next to the Miakka
owned by Charles Dean—a
friend but no relation to John
M. Dean. Both Budlong and
Charles Dean are serious
yachtsmen and have invited
other guests for a hunting trip
the next day. While sponge
cake and green apple pie are
quietly being passed to dinner
guests, general conversation
has turned to local construc-
tion. But Budlong and
Charles Dean are more inter-
ested in planning a joke for
the end of the hunting season
than dessert.

In March, John M. Dean
will shoot away his last day of
hunting aiming at decoys, not
real birds. Budlong and his
accomplice will make “game”

of their friend—which is all
happily
papers. But Dean, already
hooked by the real estate bait
of town boosters, takes the

reported in the

joke in stride.

And what will become of
Frank L. Budlong? In future years, he will bring his new yacht,
the Tjche, further up river to spend winters at the Fort
Thompson Park Hotel, where hunting is undisturbed by
the sound of hammers and nails, dredges, trains and those
motoring machines.

Fort Myers Subdivides

While the campaign for local investment has taken place
within the compound of the Fort Myers Hotel, conversation
about the transformation of Fort Myers will take place at pri-
vate dinner tables and in beautifully landscaped gardens. The
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The gardens and main entrance to the Fort Myers Hotel, renamed the Royal Palm Hotel. HASF 1992-160-7.

furure design of a “core” downtown area with outlying residen-
tial neighborhoods will depend on the interaction of local
residents and these recently arrived investors. By 1904 not only
steamships, but cars and trains offer access to town. Increased
housing needs are the inevitable outcome, problem and oppor-
tunity. For some, the new “sport,” real estate, is a profitable
game. For others, the risks are too high. Only those with
capital dare to play.

As early as 1902, the Forr Myers Press notes an interest among
development companies to subdivide Fort Myers. With names
that reflect landscaped elegance—Alabama Grove Terrace,
Palmlee Park, Valencia Terrace, Rio Vista—subdivisions are
sprouting up all over the city. Developed by two realtors from
Minnesota, the Love Joy Addition, whose name alone promises
residential “bliss,” creates a sensation by being sold out in one
day. Two brothers from St. Petersburg, the Snell Brothers,
purchase land near Manuel’s Branch later to be marketed as
Edison Heights.

Hugh MacDonald is among the first to consider creating a res-
idential neighborhood on the eastern outskirts of town along
First Street. In December 1908, what was once considered an
excellent grove is subdivided into residential lots. To the relief of
local motorists, MacDonald gets permission from the city to cut
a street, Woodford Avenue, between First and Second Streets.
The lots in Woodford Park go fast.
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Meanwhile, John and Louise Dean tend to businesses, homes
and groves in both Florida and Rhode Island. They are enjoying
Tupelo Hill, their newly constructed mansion in Cranston.
During the winter season in Fort Myers, John and his younger
brother Robert, accompanied by their wives, will be regular
guests at the Murphy and MacDonald homes on First Street and
the Terry and Garvey homes on Riverside Drive. They accept the
invitation of Mrs. Terry to use her yacht, the Whim, for trans-
portation to and fro.

While Hugh MacDonald and Dean share similar social calendars,
Dean is not as ready as his friend to develop his own 38-acre tract
of land located on both sides of First Street between Evans
Avenue and Billy’s Creek. Unlike the MacDonald grove, Dean’s
property is low-lying, marshy and subject to flooding. Dean is
especially disappointed by the city council’s refusal to build a sea-
wall on First Street despite many requests by prominent residents.
The muddy, hyacinth-choked riverbanks are mosquito infested in
the rainy season and contribute to the city’s sanitation problems.
In 1907, Dean reluctantly pays $3,000 to improve his own
property with a sea-wall.

Though disenchanted with First Street, Dean does explore pos-
sibilities of developing residential neighborhoods in other parts of
town. In 1911, the Mutual Realty Company, which he now
co-owns with Harvey Heitman, joins the real estate “band.” They
use the local press along with twin auctioneers and live musicians



First Street (at entrance to Dean Park) postcard. Courtesy of Kathryn Wilbur.

to accompany the selling of lots in East Fort Myers. Hugh
MacDonald has chosen the name Woodford Park for his subdivi-
sion on First Street while Mutual’s new subdivision will be called
the Woodside Addition.

Personal Tragedy and World War

The year 1912 is one of darkness where clouds of world war and
personal tragedy hit Dean hard. His younger brother, partner and
friend, Robert, has just died at the age of 43. On opening day of
the Fort Myers Hotel, now renamed the Royal Palm Hotel,
Manager Frank Abbott writes in bold black ink in the hotel
register: “First in War; First in Peace; and First in the Hearts of
His Countrymen.” The Fort Myers Press will soon be filled with
news of war with real estate transactions and social news taking a
backseat to letters from local boys at boot camp and the latest on
European battlefields. With most building supplies being diverted
to the war effort, new construction is limited.

To the north, the Providence Journal announces a Democratic
win over the newly-organized city of Cranston. Dean, one of
Cranston’s largest taxpayers and town councilman for nearly a
decade, withdraws from Cranston politics forever.

Yet, in April 1913, local papers optimistically report Dean’s
progress laying sidewalks and curbs on his First Street property
between Evans Avenue and Billy’s Creek. Tragically, one week
later his wife, Louise, succumbs to Bright's disease. It is a time

of choices for this Rhode Island widower who is now in his
mid-50s—and who, despite enormous capital gains, must face
tremendous personal losses.

Fortunately for Fort Myers, friendships that date back to his
stays at the Fort Myers Hotel in 1900, and faith in new associa-
tions and projects, pull Dean through this dark period. By now,
Dean has made significant investments in local groves, real estate
ventures and a packing plant. He plays a major role in the move-
ment for better roads and he has donated property and material
for the construction of a school, the Dean School, on the
outskirts of town near Whiskey Creek.

Dean has also made a commitment to create Fort. Myer’s first
“up-scale” neighborhood for those very same town boosters who
once made sport of his hunting. With their wish for a “greater”
Fort Myers being realized, the spacious downtown homes of busi-
nessmen and storeowners, including E. L. Evans and M. Flossie
Hill are literally being squeezed out by the construction of
fireproof brick buildings. Dean’s new residential neighborhood,
within walking distance of downtown, will be the answer to their
housing needs and prayers.

Dean Park at Last Emerges

Pictures of John Morgan Dean, taken in 1915 by his assistant,
Arthur Leach, show a lone figure inspecting the curbs and side-
walks of a newly dredged Dean Park. Once known as Bayhead
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The second home the Stucky family owned in Dean Park on Providence. Courtesy of Miss Ellen Stucky.

Swamp, the land is so wet it has been, up until now, unsuitable
for cither groves or building. The Gwynne, MacDonald, and
Murphy families, from the spacious verandahs of their First
Street mansions, quietly rejoice as sidewalks appear on Dean’s
property. Dean also begins lining his section of First Street with
royal palms, continuing a landscaping pattern begun at the Royal
Palm Hotel.

In mapping out streets for Dean Park, Dean combines a
businessman’s understanding of urban growth with a farmer’s appre-
ciation for tropical beauty. As a widower, he is also keenly aware of
the value of a sense of neighborhood. The wide streets of Dean Park,
especially Providence and Rhode Island Avenues, have a telescoping
effect which accommodate both pedestrians and motorists alike. The
median at Cranford Avenue and the island between Providence and
Rhode Island Avenues are soon landscaped with tropical shrubs.
Royal poinciana provide the east and west landscaping borders for
Dean Park on Evans and Palm Avenues. Rather than pattern his
streets on a rigid grid, sidewalks in Dean Park curve gently. The true
magic of Dean Park is this accommodation to modern “mobility”
and the custom of Southern communities to socialize on shaded
sidewalks and front porches.

Most of all, Dean Park celebrates the front yard. In Cranston,
where the suburbanite must walk to public transportation accesses,
unlike the city dweller who opens his front door to hop on public
transportation, the idea of a front lawn has emerged. Homes near
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Tupelo Hill, later to be named Dean Estates, are being built a uni-
form 15 feet from the curb. In Dean Park, there will be a
35-foot setback restriction from the road. Secondary structures
must be built behind the main houses and delivery and service
trucks will use rear alleys or lanes. The result of this single element
in planning will have a lasting impact on the neighborhood.

Dean’s sensitive design, as well as his business and social ties in
Fort Myers, meet with a good response. While Mutual Realty has
been a joint venture, the Dean Development Company succeeds
on Dean’s reputation alone. This time there is no need for band
music or exaggerated promises in the press. The widower will
soon attract the best of local society and lure friends from the
north to turn his investment into a reality.

By the early 1920s, Morton M. Milford, editor of the Fort
Mpyers Press, and Charles Staley, city manager, are neighbors on
Rhode Island Avenue. Mrs. Milford entertains the “Entre Nous”
ladies bridge club whose geographical borders reach as far as the
Langford home on First and Fowler. Department store owner M.
Flossie Hill builds a home for her mother on Palm Avenue.
Descriptions of the lavish parties at the Hill home in Dean Park
mention cakes flown in from Pittsburgh. Mother and daughter
temper this press by hosting the Elizabeth Benevolent Society, a
local ladies charitable club.

Vernon Widerquist and E. L. Evans, both former city council
members, build homes within view of each other near the



A home on Palm Avenue. Courtesy of Harmon Photo Collection, Ft. Myers.

Cranford triangle. E. L. Evans and his wife, nee Carrie Belle
Hendry, are downsizing from their riverfront mansion down-
town. The home they leave behind will be adopted as City Hall
and their lavish gardens will become Evan’s Park.

Business associates Virgil Robb and Harry Stucky, who own a
thriving furniture store downtown, both purchase lots with
frontage on Cranford Avenue, although not within waving dis-
tance. The Stucky’s, who are about to have a baby girl, will build
a bungalow at the corner of Banana and Cranford Streets com-
plete with infant room. The more mature Robb chooses a large
corner lot on Rhode Island where he and his wife will construct
an English country cottage. The front glassed-in porches will be
perfect for Robb’s passion—orchid growing.

Many early residents of Dean Park are personal friends of Thomas
Edison. Mrs. Evans, a gifted musician, is invited to Seminole Lodge
to play the piano for Mina and her husband. A. T. G. Parkinson, who
with his British wife, lives at the corner of Cranford and Providence
Avenues, also enjoys the friendship of Thomas Edison. A portrait of
the pair, photographed in Parkinsons later years, shows Edison
standing close to his friend, respectfully resting his hand on the back
of the gendeman from Dean Park’s chair. Lorraine Tichenor, whose
father has built an oriental style bungalow on Billy’s Creek, is also a
welcome guest at Seminole Lodge. Almost identical decorative rock
gardens at the Edison Estate and at this Palm Avenue property
suggest a shared gardener or landscape designer.

To Dean Park come doctors, citrus farmers, teachers and min-
isters, merchants, housewives and realtors. There are couples
with children and childless couples. There are retirees and high
school students and famous relatives. They join churches, benev-
olent societies and committees. They argue vehemently about
the building of roads and prohibition, then invite each other to
listen to the latest radio program in the living room of their
respective bungalows. Dean Park is more than community—it
is family.

Cottages and Bungalows: Dean Park in the "20s

While the term bungalow is used to describe almost every home
built in Fort Myers in the first part of the century, Moorish,
Dutch Colonial and English Revival designs soon stand out in
style in Dean Park.

In 1921, the Evans’ choose a playful Moorish design for their
home on Providence Avenue. Medallions representing a castle,
fish and whale overlook a basin attached to the front of the house.
The face of Neptune watches over all, reflecting E. L.’s passion for
the tarpon fishing and the sea.

In 1923, Henry Colquitt designs a bungalow on the corner
of Rhode Island and Palm Avenues. Colquitt’s use of brick is
softened by the pink grapevine mortar and stone pattern which
envelopes the lower portion of the house. Later this home will

be bought by Lewis Pearl, landscape architect for Mrs. Rea,
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John M. Dean’s riverfront estate in Fort Myers. Courtesy of Southwest Florida Historical Society.

who is the widow of one of the largest stockholders in the
Pennsylvania Railroad and the Lucky Strike Cigarette
Company. The similarities in design between this corner lot
bungalow and the much larger Rea Estate on First Street could
not have escaped Pearl.

Well-known local contractor O. J. Dorman builds a two-story
cottage for the McCallums on the corner of Providence and
Rhode Island Avenues in 1924. In designing their home, the
McCallums show an appreciation for the visual potential of a
corner lot in Dean Park. While there are many windows on the
sides of the home, there are few on the imposing stucco facade
facing the street. This large uninterrupted space dominates
the human eye from the sidewalk. It takes a view from down the
street to appreciate the highly dramatic roof lines and the
sense of English country manor which can only emerge from
a distance.

Houses on Banana Street (now Michigan Avenue), respond to
the need for smaller, less pretentious homes. Two merchants,
Charles L. Greer, who runs the Big Cash Store on Anderson
Avenue, and Reuben Slappey, who manages Schlossberg’s dry
goods store downtown, build twin bungalows on their adjoining
lots. While modest in scale compared to the cottages on Rhode
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Island and Providence Avenues, these two Sears “kit” homes,
and many others on Banana, define the American dream home
of the 1920s.

John Morgan Dean Enjoys his Golden Years

By 1922, it is apparent that Dean has won over tragedy. At age
66, Dean is smitten by local girl Annie Powell, who has just
opened a small dress shop downtown. Annie gives up merchan-
dise and accepts to be his bride. They build a new riverfront estate
and design gardens and rose-bordered walkways. Dean then con-
tributes a hotel, the Morgan Hotel, to downtown Fort Myers,
which is managed by Annie’s nephew, Charles Powell. The couple
will continue to spend summers in Cranston at Tupelo Hill.

In old age, John Morgan Dean, well-respected capiralist and
gentleman farmer, Northern by birth, Southern by choice, is
most proud of two local accomplishments. He has provided a
comfortable home away from home for his northern friends at
the Morgan Hotel, and he has created Dean Park. He also
enjoys the respect of Mrs. Edison, who asks him to speak on
real estate development at Fort Myers first Pioneer Picnic.
Most of all, he loves and is loved by his friend and companion,
Annie Powell.



Ladies in front of their home on Providence Street. Courtesy of Kathryn Wilbur.

Growing blind, Dean sells his business interests to the North.
He still enjoys overseeing planting of palms on his local estate,
but now asks his assistant and friend, Arthur Leach, to be his
eyes. He has his chauffeur drive newly-arrived guests of the
Morgan Hotel about the boulevards of his beloved Dean Park as
he sits in the back seat describing, from memory, what he no
longer can see.

Porches and Sidewalks...Tradition and Transition

Sidewalks and porches in Dean Park were and are still today
spaces to visit, to plan parties, to simply relax and share the love
of a well-rooted community. Twin royal palms often serve as
gates to a sidewalk leading to the front porch. Jacarandas, live
oaks, crepe myrtle and weeping bottle-brush provide a dramatic
background to the short walk inside. The front yards and
porches are transition spaces between the wide boulevards and
public spaces created by Dean and the very private domain of
the home.

While architectural designs remain tied to the past,
today’s Dean Park gardens are renewed and display the per-
sonal whim and imagination of the homeowner. Back yards
become the outdoor/indoor spaces complete with natural

hallways and walks, ponds, bird baths and curtains of‘thick
foliage. A brick, urban pool-side cafe setting can be found
in one back yard while next door is a tropical jungle of
giant bamboo.

But pause, one last time, to reflect on the past. On Evans
and Palm Avenues are the landscaping monarchs of Dean
Park...the royal poinciana. Elsewhere, the smell of back-
yard orange blossoms and the grapefruit trees over laden
with fruit year-round, are a reminder of the gentleman
farmer who first came to Fort Myers to hunt and plant
groves. His dream of a residential neighborhood, within
walking distance of downtown, remains dear to all
who live and visit here today...this very secret urban
garden...Dean’s park.—-SFH

Kathryn Wilbur, a native of New York, has taught foreign language at Canterbury
School, in Fort Myers, for nearly 20 years. Her research of Dean Park and Fort Myers'
local history coincided with her purchase of a 1925 home on Rhode Island Avenue

which she continues to restore.
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for Fun & Profit

by Mark Mathosian

Business opportunity frauds tend to resurface given enough time. Heres one that cost Floridians a bundle before it was over.

o you know anything about raising earthworms? Well,

you are not alone if you answered no. Most people

don’t. That’s why this idea had the basic ingredients for
a successful business opportunity fraud back in the late 1970s
when the scheme surfaced. Even though the sale of “earthworm
farms” turned out to be a devastating fraud perpetrated on the
citizens of Florida, I must say, as an investigator on one of the
cases, we had some fun with this one. Who would have ever
thought that raising and selling earthworms could be construed
as the sale of an unregistered security? But by the time we fin-
ished our financial investigations, we were alleging fraud in the
sale of unregistered securities. Here’s how this scam worked.

The business opportunity advertisements started appearing
as quarter page ads in newspapers around the state in early
1978. Most were similar. They showed a penciled drawing of
an earthworm coming out of can with a caption under it stat-
ing something like this: “Make money raising earthworms.
Small capital investment required. Guaranteed profits.
Call today!”

If you answered the ad and called the number listed you
received a sales pitch. As an earthworm “farmer” you could earn
up to $5,000 per year from the sale of earthworms in return for
an investment of $2,000 to $3,000. You would have been told,
like the victims I interviewed, that there was a huge market for
earthworms and that they required little or no work. Once you
paid your money you would receive an earthworm bed (a four-
foot by six-foot wooden box filled with dirt and covered by a
removable mesh screen), several thousand “breeder” earthworms
and a pamphler about raising worms. In some cases, you also had
your choice of the types of earthworms to breed; however, most
investors chose the more familiar red worms or European
night crawlers.
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Most people assume that the only people who buy earth-
worms are fishermen. Not according to the earthworm brokers.
They said the market was much larger. In fact, there were several
lucrative markets for earthworms. They included shampoo
manufacturers who use them as a source of protein in shampoo,
pet food manufacturers who use them as nutrients in their dog
food, the city of New York that uses them to eat sludge and
waste and the Japanese who import earthworms by the tons to
supplement their diet.

With all these markets vying for your earthworms how could
you lose? Profits were guaranteed. And, to guarantee ,y.our
investment even further, you didn’t even have to market the
worms yourself. Just raise the worms and sell them back to your
worm broker. He promised to distribute the earthworms to all
of those markets for you. It sounded too good to be true because
it was.

As a result of these advertisements and sales pitches, hundreds
of small investors purchased earthworm beds and earthworms.
Most investors took them home, set them up on their screened
porches or backyard and waited for Mother Nature to take over.
They proudly carried the title of earthworm farmer. For the lucky
ones the worms bred and actually produced baby worms. Others
weren’t so lucky. Worms died off for all sorts of reasons. Some
didn’t reproduce, or in some instances, crawled out of their boxed
home when a thunderstorm threatened. It seems that raising
earthworms wasn't quite as easy as it sounded.

If you were fortunate, your broker actually repurchased worms
from you. If you were not, the broker closed shop and you were
on your own to market your product. That's when the complaints
started pouring in. It seems that after selling hundreds of these
earthworm farms, brokers did in fact close up shop and leave
town. Even if they didnt leave town, they were refusing to buy



back earthworms. The earthworm entrepreneurs were left hold-
ing the bag. When they couldn’t figure out how to get in touch
with representatives of all those lucrative markets they were told
existed, they started complaining to the Comptroller’s Office.
That's when we got involved.

After analyzing a few complaints, our legal department deter-
mined that these business opportunities were actually security
investments. As a security they would be subject to registration
with the Comptroller’s Office and the brokers would have to be
licensed. Here was the logic behind this decision.

Under Chapter 517 a security may take many forms including
stocks, bonds, promissory notes and investment contracts.
When trying to determine if a business opportunity is a
security investment the department applies an industry
standard to the details of the offering. If it meets the
“Howey test,” which is based on a Supreme Court ruling,
then it is likely a security. One of the elements of
the test addresses the question of who is substan-
tially responsible for generating profits. If you
are relying to a large extent on the efforts of a
promoter or third party to generate your profits,
then you may be involved in a security offering.
For example, lets say you
own stock in General
Motors. Although you own
an interest in the company,
you are not responsible for
running the company. You
rely upon the officers and
directors to make business
decisions for you. You are a
passive investor. Your profits
are derived primarily from the
efforts of others.

With the earthworm farms, the depart-
ment alleged that these business opportunities
were securities because the broker was the person
with all the contacts to sell the earthworms in the secondary
market. You needed the broker to sell your worms to make a
profit. Without the broker, you would not be successful.
Therefore, the sale of earthworm farms became the sale of
unregistered securities, subject to all the registration require-
ments, rules and regulations of the state securities laws. Once
it was established that the department had jurisdiction over
the earthworm investments, the next step was to determine if
there was fraud in the sale of these securities. Apparently
there was.

As I mentioned earlier, investors were told there were
numerous markets for these earthworms. After interviewing
about 25 victims, I saw a pattern of deceit developing from
the sales pitches made to the investors. The first thing I did
was to call the director of sanitation for New York City. Does
the city of New York use earthworms to eat sludge and
garbage? The answer came back, after a few hardy laughs on

the other end, that they do not. Would someone from that
office be willing to testify in court to that fact? The answer
was yes. Fraud element number one was confirmed.

Then, I telephoned the head chemist for the shampoo
company who made the product victims were told contained
earthworms. Does your shampoo contain earthworms? Again,
the answer was a definite no. Fraud element number two

was confirmed.

I contacted every alleged “market” for
earthworms and found them all to
be fake,
Fishermen really do use worms to
catch fish; however, that market

except one—fishermen.

was already saturated.

We determined that the
earthworm brokers were actually
pulling Ponzi scams. Brokers who

were buying back worms were
simply selling them to other unsus-
pecting investors. The payment that
farmers (investors) received for selling
earthworms back to the brokers came
from money brokers received from
other investors. The earthworm
brokers were simply robbing Peter to
pay Paul.

Based on our findings, the

Comptroller’s Office shut down about
50 earthworm farm brokers around the
state. Civil complaints were filed in
many counties, and crim-
inal charges were filed
against principal§ in
several judicial cir-
cuits. In fact, the
broker I investigated was
sentenced in Broward
County to

prison for fraud. The sentence was

10 years in

N “~

tough as white-collar crimes go

because he was a repeat offender. My
investigation revealed he ripped off 53 South Florida citizens
for a toral of about $48,500. Unfortunately, most of those
investors never got their money back. What they did receive
was an education on how not to raise earthworms for
profit and how to avoid becoming victims in a business
opportunity swindle!-SFH

Mark Mathosian is the Director of the Southwest Florida Region of the State
Comptroller’s Office. The Comptrollers Office regulates the banking, finance and

securities industries in Florida.
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Tribute to Dan Laxson

It is with sadness that we note the passing of Dan Laxson, Sr., long time member and supporter of the Historical Museum of Southern Florida.
His many donations to the archives helped to build our collection of archaeological research and reference materials. A generous
contribution on the death of his only son Dan, Jr., in 1990 created a lasting memorial, with the request that the gift be used to acquire
materials pertaining to archaeology and the presence of the United States Navy in Florida.

Following is a tribute to Mr. Laxson written by Robert S. Carr, retired county archaeologist and executive director of the Archaeological and
Historical Conservancy, Inc. Mr. Carrs passion for archaeology as a career was developed when he was a 14-year-old kid in archaeology

classes taught by Mr. Laxson at the Miami Museum of Science in the 1960s.

Dan Laxson, South Florida’s first avocational archaeologist, his flint-lock rifle and other grave goods. His quick actions
passed away on September 2, 2002. Born on February 21, 1910, salvaged these remains just before the site’s destruction for
Dan moved to Hialeah in 1947, working as a radio mechanic for the building of a church at that location. Laxson donated all

Eastern Airlines. He was an the recovered artifacts to both

¢ the Florida Museum of Natural

History in Gainesville and the
Peabody Museum at Yale.

His archaeological contributions

amateur radio operator, his
curiosity about archacology
and his new South Florida
home led him to begin a series
of archaeological excavations were important, particularly his
across South Florida begin-
ning in 1953.

As an avocational archaeolo-
gist, he was the first individual
to begin examining prehistoric

penchant to minimize impacts
on many of these sites by con-
fining his excavations to no
more than several holes, leaving
most of the site intact.
sites, many threatened by the However, perhaps his greatest
post-war building boom that i
swept Dade County. In 1956,
he directed excavations on the
north bank of the Miami River

prior to the construction of

achievement was the quiet
no-nonsense leadership‘ he
exuded, influencing scores of
other avocational archaeologists,
founding local archaeological
Dupont Plaza. His excavations
continued  through 1970,
resulting in the examination of

societies and acting as a mentor
to many students by teaching
archaeological classes at the

over 15 sites across Broward Museum of Science in the early

| T 8@ E e Fes  19060s, where he directed edu-
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and Dade counties, and the

publication of at least 18
articles in  The Florida

cational digs at Greynolds Park
on the Oleta River. His advice

Dan Laxson and group at the Collier County digs. Ca. April 1964. HASE.

Anthropologist. These excavations were highlighted by excava- and counsel was highly regarded by students, and he communi-
tions of the Maddens Hammock site in 1957. Located just cated often with several professional archacologists such as Ripley
west of the Palmetto Expressway in present day Miami Lakes, Bullen and Dr. Bill Sears.

this significant Tequesta and Seminole site still survives sur-
rounded by development, its fate awaiting negotiations for
public acquisition. The Gratigny site in Hialeah yielded the Bob Carr

remains of a Seminole warrior complete with the remains of September, 2002

f

34




Book Review

PIONEER IN SPACE AND TIME: JOHN MANN GOGGIN AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF FLORIDA ARCHAEOLOGY
by Brent Richards Weisman. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002. 176 pages—hardcover. $49.95

% reviewed by Charles W, Arnade

Foeer inSace e i @ “Life in Miami was idyllic for John

and his gang [fellow students at the
Gesu School] in the late 1920s and
early 1930s”(p. 5). John Goggin was
a legendary professor of archacology

John Mann Goggin and
the Development of
Florida Archacology

and anthropology at the University
of Florida. He was the founder of the
study of those disciplines in Florida,

a great academic pioneer. He was

also a true early Miamian. This well
done scholarly book is the story of Dr. Goggin by a present enter-
prising professor of anthropology.

I knew Goggin when I was a young instructor at UF in the
early 1950s. To me he was most eccentric and indeed author
Weisman writes, “This young man was unusual, eccentric, a
‘genius’ said Sister Constance of Gesu School in excusing him
from missing Mass. How can he be here, she reasoned in his
favor, if he is miles away in the woods?” He was probably “roam-
ing the Flagami, Simpson, and Brickell Hammocks” for every-
thing including “food remains of prehistoric meals...animal
bones and broken pieces of dark earthenware pottery (p. 1). The
senior class in 1933 said student John Goggin wanted “to become
a prominent figure in the archaeological world”(p. 13), and he
was indeed.

His father was John Goggin, a Miami dentist, and his mother,
Margaret Mann Goggin, trained at the Chicago Art Institute and
was active in Miami art and literary circles. The family were
devoted Catholics. After graduation John had a failing year at the
University of Florida, but moved to the University of New
Mexico, where he became an enthusiastic student of archacology
and anthropology, doing field work in Mexico and New Mexico.
He returned often to Miami where he did archaeology in Dade
and Collier Counties as well as in the Keys and the Bahamas
(Andros Island). He received his B.A. in 1938. He failed to com-
plete graduate studies at the University of New Mexico, coming
back to Miami in 1942 “with no degree in hand”(p. 59). He
continued his archaeological investigations in Southern Florida,
networking with such legendary persons as Deaconess Bedell,
who opened the door for him with the Seminoles, and Marjory

Stoneman Douglas. He had one defective eye and was rejected
for the draft. In early 1944 he was accepted by Yale University for
graduate studies, and Yale’s Caribbean Anthropological Program
supported Goggin’s work in Upper Matecumbe Key even before
his enrollment. In 1948 he received his Ph.D. degree, having
written a 302-page dissertation, “Culture and Geography in
Florida Prehistory,” which Weisman says attempts “a synthesis of
Florida archaeology in its entirety” (p. 88).

Goggin’s many years of field work since early youth in Miami
and South Florida had served him well. He joined the sociology
department at UF and in the fall of 1948 the UF student news-
paper announced that anthropology has “now come to the
University of Florida campus” (p. 100) taught by “Dr. John M.
Goggin” [sic]. Some years later an independent department of
anthropology came into being.

Weisman’s book has seven chapters, tracing Goggin from
boyhood to his early death from cancer in 1963 and the devel-
opment of Florida archaeology from the 1930s, with references
to some earlier years, to “Goggins Legacy” (chapter 7). The
book is welcome, academically sound with a fine bibliography
(but no notes) and well chosen illustrations. It is well
organized and easy to read without the jargon so often used by
academicians. Weisman correctly makes Goggin the real
pioneer and institutional founder of Florida archacology. But
he was also the founder of Florida anthropology (which to
some of us includes archaeology). ‘

The author’s characterization of John Goggin is correct. He
was a complex man, often narrow-minded and unpleasant, at
other times delightful. He had all the attributes of a genius, was
very focused in his expertise and not too willing to be challenged.
The University Press of Florida is to be congratulated for publish-
ing this work about a Florida academic pioneer. He was a true son
of Miami, something he never forgot.

Charles W. Arnade is a distinguished professor of international studies and history.
M. Arnade has been with the Florida State University System since 1953 and trans-
ferred to University of Southern Florida in 1960. He has published books, articles,

essays, encyclopedia entries and about 800 book reviews.

Interested in submitting an article or book review for South Florida History?

Contact Sara Mufioz at

publications@historical-museum.org for a copy of the Style Guide for Writers.
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We wish to thank the following people who committed to support the museum by joining the ranks of our members from
April 1, 2002 to March 31, 2003. The Historical Museum truly

appreciates the invaluable contribution that our members make to this institution & to the community.

Fellow Humanitarian

M. & Mrs. Benjamin B. Battle, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Bermont
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Graham
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Soman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Traurig

Fellow Benefactor

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M. Cesarano
Mrs. Edna Cox

Miss Lamar Louise Curry

Mr. Walter R. Ferguson

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Huston

Ms. Linda S. Lubitz

Mr. Finlay L. Matheson

Mrs. Betty McCrimmon

Mirs. Nancy McLamore

Mr. & Mrs. David Mesnekoff
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Muir
Dr. & Mis. John C. Nordt, III
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Oliver, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. T. Hunter Pryor, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald E. Toms
Mr. & Mrs. J. Calvin Winter
Ms. Jody M. Wolfe

Mr. & Mrs. David Younts

Dr. & Mrs. Howard L. Zwibel

Fellow Patron

Ms. Beryl L. Cesarano

Mr. & Mirs. Carlton W. Cole
Mr. & Mrs. William Earle

Dr. & Mrs. Albert J. Ehlert
Mr. Samuel D. LaRoue, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jay W. Lotspeich
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Lowell

Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Mead, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Preston L. Prevatt
Dr. & Mirs. Michael Rosenberg
Ms. Phyllis A. Shapiro

M. & Mrs. George R. Shelley
Mr. Monty . Trainer

Fellow Member
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Battle
Mr. & Mrs. J. Andrew Brian
Mr. Samuel J. Boldrick
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Buermann
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Campbell
M. Jorge Cano & Mrs. Soledad

Schneegans Cano
Mr. & Mrs. Barton Corredera
Mr. & Mrs. Hunting E Deutsch
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Falke
Dr. & Mis. Lawrence M. Fishman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Hector
Mr. & Mrs. William Ho
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Holly
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Intriago
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Karris
Mr. & Mrs. Dean C. Klevan
Mr. R. Kirk Landon
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence
Mr. Marc H. Launer
Mr. Lawrence Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis J. Levey
Ms. Nancy B. White
Mr. Richard W. Ebsary
Mr. & Mrs. Louis J. Hester
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis M. Kanner
Mr. Bruce C. Matheson
Mr. & Mrs. Randy E Nimnicht
Mr. Manuel Nogueira &

Ms. Cuqui Beguiristain
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Dr. & Mrs. Edmund I. Parnes
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Robinson
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Wood

Benefactor
M. Jonathan Blum &
Ms. P. Ramsey Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Grentner
Mr. John W. Thatcher

Sponsor

Mr. & Mrs. Mario J. Artecona
Mr. Roger S. Baskes

Mrs. Bernard Blanck

Ms. Caridad Carmona Perez
Mr. Charles D. Carter

Mr. & Mrs. Ignacio Coello
Ms. Dorothy W. Graham

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Jacobson
Mr. Andres Jimenez

Ms. Susanne Kayyali

Mr. & Mirs. John MacDonald
Mr. Ray Marchman

Mr. Ricardo Mayo

Mr. Robert Olemberg

Dr. & Mrs. Omar Pasalodos
Ms. Rosa Perdroso

Ms. Olimpia Pons

Mr. Thomas L. Robison

Mr. & Mirs. Ernesto S. Rodriguez
Ms. Julieta N. Valls

Donor

Mr. Doug Broeker

Mr. & Mirs. Richard Cohen
Ms. Diane Dorick

Mr. Alex Gilson

Tropee Family
Dr. Shael Brachman &

Mr. Mohan Thanikachalam
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Diaz
Mr. James Doten & Ms. Julien Yuan
Mr. Daniel Herran &

Ms. Maria San-emeterio
Ms. Liselott Johnsson &

Mr. Jorge Armenteros
Mr. Adrain Lechter &

Ms. Sandra Terbonne
Ms. Melissa Lotus
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Macia
Ms. Enid Miguez
M. Wolfgang Mourino &

Ms. Sylvia Barreto
Mr. & Mrs. Mehrdad Nadji
M. Constantino Papadopulos &

Ms. Rocio Gallaste
Mr. & Mrs. . Michael Pennekamp
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Portal
Ms. Maria Elena B. Richardson
Mr. George Savage &

Ms. Maria Claudia Moreno
Ms. Christina Sherry &

Mr. Gardo Gomez

Mr. & Mrs. Nick W. Stieglitz

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Tumminello
Mr. & Mrs. Rhys Williams

Family

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Adler

Mr. James Adt & Ms. Pat Donovan
Ms. Susan Agia

Mr. Tom Albano

Ms. Judy Anderson & Dr. Donald Gerlock
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Angell
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Archer
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick J. Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. William Arrington
Ms. Lorna Atkins & Mr. John Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Austin
Mr. & Mis. Manfred A. Bahr
Ms. Celeste Bak
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Baker
Mr. & Mirs. Michael Bates
Ms. Lawren Bellamy
Mr. & Mrs. Claudio Benedi
Ms. Flora S. Benitez
Mr. Ronald Berding & Ms. Geri Diaz
Mr. & Mrs. Niels Berger
Mr. & Mirs. Arthur Bernard
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Blanco
Ms. Pam Blattner
Mr. & Mis. Juan Carlos Blineau
M. Robert Bolt
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Bond
Mr. David Bonner & Ms. Liana Saenz
Ms. Jacqueline A. Borill
Ms. Dorene Bradley & Mr. Steve Immasche
Mr. Robert K. Brownell
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Bryan
Mr. John J. Buckard
Mr. Brian Call &
Ms. Laura Newton-Lobdell
Mr. & Mirs. Ramiro Calvo
Mr. & Mrs. Humberto J. Calzada
Mr. Oscar Carrazana &
Mrs. Conchita Carrazana
Mr. Hodding Carter & Ms. Patricia Derian
Mr. & Mis. Carlos Cheesman
Mr. & Mrs. Don Clark
Mr. Rafael Cohen
Mr. & Mis. Steven Cole
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Colucci
Mr. & Mis. Richard Congdon
Ms. Madeline Conway &
Mr. Stanley Rubenfeld
Dr. Jorge Coronado &
Ms. Maria Eugenia Nunez
Ms. Martha Corvea
Mr. John L. Couriel
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. John Davies
Mr. & Mrs. Jorge L. de Cardenas
Ms. Ana De la Torre
Mr. & Mrs. Eduardo de Zayas
Mr. & Mrs. Javier Del Rio
Mr. Francisco L. del Valle
Mr. & Mrs. David Dewitt
Mr. Juan Diaz
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Dion
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Donaldson
Mr. Kevin M. Dougherty
Ms. Sharon Elliot & Mr. Michael Karl
Ms. Leigh Emerson-Smith &
Mr. Glenn Smith
Ms. Barbara Falsey & Mr. Sid Reichman
Ms. Hilda M. Fernandez
Ms. Isabel Fernandez & Ms. Marite Sixtoe
Mr. & Mrs. Jose S. Fernandez
Mr. Jose Fernandez de Castro
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ferraro
Ms. Tracy Fields & Mr. Steve Malagodi
Mr. & Mrs. James Fish
Mr. Allen Fogel & Ms. Lynn Fogel-Paltell
Ms. Mary Foreman &
Ms. Kathryn Foreman

Mr. Orlando Fortun & Ms. Isis Aquino
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fuhrman
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gaines
Ms. Elizabeth Garard
Mr. & Mrs. Gonzalo Garcia
M. Santiago Garcia & Mrs. Jan Burlinson
Mr. & Ms. Tony Garcia
Mr. Aaron Geller &
Ms. Winifred S. Davis
Mr. Joseph George & Mrs. Elena Herrera
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Getz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gilmore
Mr. Harvey Goldstein &
Ms. Elana Goldstein
Mr. & Mirs. Alvaro Gonzalez
Ms. Astrid Gonzalez & Mr. Jon Sorensen
Mr. & Mis. Faustino Gonzalez
Mr. Luis Gonzalez & Ms. Yolanda Gamboa
Ms. Donna M. Green
Ms. Sharon Grosshart &
Mr. Frederick Newman
M. & Mirs. Michael Haggerty
Dr. & Mrs. Curtis Hamburg
M. Jeff Harbook
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Harris
Ms. Lanell Harrison & Ms. Norma Wingo
Mr. Alberto Hernandez
Mr. Gary Hunt & Ms. Linda Vanleer
Mr. & Mirs. Jay Jackaway
Mr. & Ms. Ed Jackowitz
Ms. Terry Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. T.M. Jacobsen
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Jay
M:s. Joyce Johnson
M. & Mrs. Michael Joyce
Ms. Sonia Jung
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Keith
Ms. Chris Kirchner & Mr. Michael Malone
Mr. Joel Kolker & Ms. Joanne Marsic
Ms. Donna Lancaster
Ms. Dorothy Lancaster
Ms. Corinne Lang-Verano
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Langer
Ms. Karen Langhauser & Mr. Mike Paluch
Ms. Olga Lazo
Mr. & Mrs. Brian E. Lee
Mr. Oscar Levin
Ms. Ann Liebla
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lindsay
Mr. & Mirs. David Lysinger
Mes. Josefina Machado
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Mahoney
Mr. & Mirs. Edward K. Malcer
Ms. Ana Marrero
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Matkov
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Maxwell
Ms. Jane McCraw-Mongul
Mr. & Mrs. John E. McCulloch
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph E. McGinnis
Ms. Beth McLaughlin
Mr. & Mirs. John McQuade
Mr. & Mrs. Fernando G. Mendoza
Ms. Gwyn Michel
Ms. Lori Mohr & Ms. Hope Mohr
Ms. Ernestine Monroe
Mr. Robert Morison & Ms. Lynne Barrett
Ms. Carmen Morrina
Ms. Joan Morris & Mr. John Powers
Ms. Mary Munroe & Mr. Bruce Seabrook
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Murton
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Musser
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Nenclares
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Mr. Robert Newman &
Ms. Jeannie Romero
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Nolan
Ms. Rebecca Novo
Ms. Barbara J. O’Connel
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Ontiveros
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Sergio Pagliery
Mr. & Mrs. David Palmer
Mr. Paul W. Parcell
Mr. Joseph E Patrouch
Mr. David Payne &
Mrs. Sherry Lanthier Payne
Mr. & Mrs. David Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Pollack
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Polson
Ms. Teresa Pooler
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Priscal
Mrs. Adrienne F. Promoff
Mr. Joaquin Pujol & Ms. Aida Barana
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Raattama
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ratiner
Ms. Ann Redt
Mr. & Mrs. Darius Reid
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Richter
Mr. & Mrs. Camillo Ricordi
Dr. Dorothy A. Rider &
Mr. Mark Bonaparte
Mr. & Mrs. John Ritter
Ms. Grisell C. Rivero
Mr. & Mis. Ricky Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Ernesto Romero
Ms. Marcia Rosenberg
Dr. Luis Sanchez
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Scarberry
Capt. John Scarborough &
Mirs. Kathy Kegan Scarborough
Mr. & Mrs. Horace Scherer
Ms. Melanie Schoninger
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Schumacher
Ms. Caridad Serrano & Ms. Nuria Serrano
Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Sexton, Jr.
Ms. Sandy Sharp & Mr. Stuart Newman
Ms. Audrey Sicilia & Mr. William Kneeland
Ms. Helga Silva
Mr. Bernard Silver & Ms. Susan Werth
Dr. & Mrs. Steven A. Simon
Ms. Judy Simpson & Mr. Dwaine Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. Johnathan Skipp
Dr. & Mrs. Karl Smiley
Ms. Lydia A. Solernou
Ms. Nancy Stevens & Mr. Gary Pappas
Ms. Martha M. Stobs
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Stover
Ms. Alison Strachan & Ms. Kathy Barber
Ms. Stella Stutz
Ms. Sandy Subject
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford L. Suchman
Ms. Lynn M. Summers
Ms. Maria Luisa Taleno
Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Underwood
Mr. Rolando Valdes
Mr. & Mrs. Gustavo Valle
Mr. & Mrs. Antony Van Smith

If you would like to change the listing of your name, please contact Hilda Masip, Membership Coordinator

Mr. Roberto Vizcon
Ms. Susan Walcutt
Ms. Tracey Walters
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Waters
Mr. & Mrs. James Weidener
Ms. Carolyn West & Mr. Evan Marks
Mr. Shawn Williams
Mr. Gordon Winslow
Mr. Mike Worley
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Yaeger
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Yanez, Sr.
Mr. William Yardley
Mr. David Yoblicka &

Ms. Marilyn Volker
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Zeledon

Tropee Individual
Ms. Alixa Alvarez
Mr. Jose Antonio Arcila

. Ms. Nicoletta Ascari

Ms. Maria Bale

Ms. Carol Bell

Mr. Alan Brown

Ms. Julia C. Brown

Ms. Karen Chinander
Mr. Jose Collazo

Ms. Lourdes Couce Padron
Ms. Maria de los Angeles Perez
Ms. Donna Delgado
Mr. Dan Desmond

Mr. Craig Downs

Ms. Monica Eichmann
Ms. Kirrin Emary

Mr. James Ezrine

Mr. Kevin Fine

Mr. Peter Fullerton

Ms. Tamara E. Garcia
Ms. Lori Goldstein

Ms. Sarah Hammill

Ms. Leah Jackson

Ms. Alise Johnson

Mr. Craig Kolthoff

Ms. Elizabeth Leeds

Ms. Grace C. Lopez
Ms. Alicia M. Menendez
Mr. John Mezquia

Mr. Richard A. Powers
Mr. Raul Rebenga

Mr. Philip Reilly

Ms. Mary Reyes

Ms. Liza Riso

Ms. Mary Ritchey

Ms. Ivette M. Rodriguez
Ms. Joely Rodriguez
Ms. Vivian Rodriguez
Ms. Ivonne Roque

Mr. Brad Schmier

Mr. Campbell A. Smith
M:s. Joy Spill

Mr. John Steele

Ms. Mary E. Sutter

Mr. Jerry-Max Theophile
Mr. Adam Thompson
Ms. Sally Timberlake

Mr.
Mr.

Kurt A. Von Gonten
Bruce Woolley

Individual

Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Dr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Dr.
Dr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.

Lino Alvarez

Luis Alvarez

Patricia Andreotia
Anthony D. Atwood
Elaine August
Joanne Baran
Dianne H. Baugh
Kathy Beckman
Tom Bodiker

Carol Boersma
Arturo Bolivar
Maryellen Bowen
Virginia M. Bradford

Marilyn M. Brandenburg

Miguel A. Bretos
Erika Brigham
Heriberto Brito
Beatriz Bru
Rodolfo J. Cepero
Laura N. Chaifetz
Ann |. Chambers
Giselle Chamizo
Ofelia Cherlo
Carl Cira

Rebecca Conable
Blair D. Conner
Carlos A. Cordova
Carolyn Covert
Marian Dahman
Diane C. Damskey
Linda Davis

Cindy S. De Rothschild

Juan A. de Zarraga
Jeanne Dee

David Doheny
Ellen M. Dyer
Marilyn Feldman
Ofelia Figueras

. Lily Forni

Loren Gallo
Clary Garcia

Sergio Garcia Granados

Carol Garvin

Zach Gerger

Irma Godinez-Bayona
Joao Felipe Goncalves
Maria B. Gutierrez
Sarah S. Hagan

Gina Harris

William C. Harrison
Carol J. Helene

Irene Hernandez
Arlene Hidalgo
Sharon K. Higgins
Floyd E. Hinkley, Sr.
Jeanette Holmes
Arthur E Humphrey
Joan Ingerman
Esther B. Irigoyen

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.

The Hon. Judge Marvin Mounts, Jr.

. Maria Jaramillo

. Louis M. Jepeway, Jr.

. Marta Junco-Invern

. Susan Juszkiewicz

. Joan Keller-Thompson
. Frederic King

Marlene Land

Abe Levy

J. Nelson Lewis
Marlene E Lieb
Laura Linardi
Maria E. Margolles
Juan Martinez

Anne McCrary Sullivan

Janet McGahee
Rosemarie Mclver
Terita Medero
Maria Meilan

Irm Moller
Patrice Morales

Mrs. Almalee C. Moure

Ms.
Ms.

Melinda Munger
Naomi Papirno

Dr. Richard Parrish

Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.

Robert Petrera
Carolyn A. Pickard
Cindy Pitt

David Puittinen

Mrs. Dorothy Raphaely

Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

Brenda Rayco
Marya Repko
Sandra Riley

Bob Risting
Joanne H. Roberts

. Gladys Rodriguez

. F. Margarita Roig

. Monica Ronan

. Yazmina Rosario

. Donald Sackrider

. Omar David Sanchez
. Lori Schainuck

. Patrick Scott

. Margarita Sierra

Marilyn Simon
Emanuel J. Smith
William Smith
Jose Solernou
Margaret Spencer

Dr. Chris Stabile

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.

Linda Stein
Emilio Suarez
Ronald S. Swanson
Carole Ann Taylor
Polly Thompson
Paul Tisevich
Norma Villafana
Isabel Villalon
Linda Walwz

Alan Weisberg
Anne Werner

Institution

The National Museum of the Bahamas

at 305.375.1492 or by e-mail at membership@historical-museum.org

The Historical Museum would like to thank its 2002 Harvest Sponsors and Friends of the Museum:

Harvest Sponsors
Alaskan Airlines
Budweiser
Brown & Bigelow
Florida Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Integrated Health Providers
Network, Inc.
The Miami Herald

Withers Suddath/Van Lines

Friends of the Museum
Astigarraga Davis

All of our volunteers

Antique Flywheelers

City of Miami

Coral Reef Senior High School

Florida Power & Light
Fowler, White, Burnett, Hurley, Banick &

Strickroot, PA

Gulliver Preparatory —Pinecrest Campus
Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
Lubitz Financial Group

Miami Senior High School-Historical

Honor Society

Mallah Furman & Company, PA.
Suncoast Chapter of the Veteran Motor Car

Club

Trustees of the Historical Museum
Tropees of the Historical Museum

of America

Twenty Little Working Girls
U.S. Coast Guards
Withers/Suddath Van Lines
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Birdie Sponsors
Florida Power and Light Company
Keen Battle Mead & Company

Par Sponsors

The Bermont Group
Citigroup Private Banking
Fowler White

Holly Real Estate

J. A. Investments, LLC
Pfleger Financial Group

Bogey Sponsors
Burell & Associates

TENTH ANNUAL
GOLF CLASSIC 2003

The Historical Museum of Southern Florida would like to thank its Golf Classic Sponsors

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Soman
Infill Development Group

Green Sign Sponsors

Advanced Business Valuations
Andy & Jody Brian

Astigarraga Davis

Balcony Door Repair

Bierman, Shohat, Lowey & Klein
Care Pest Management

Coral Gables Plumbing

Coro Orthodontics

Diversified Networks, Inc.

EAS Engineering, Inc.

EWM

Florida Fire & Burglary

Florida LeMark Construction Company, Inc.
Frank’s Lawn & Tree Service, Inc.
Hershoff Lupino & Mulick, LLP
Lubitz Financial Group

Morrison Brown Argiz & Co.
Palmetto ACE Hardware

Perry Ellis International

Sean Lilly Al Springer Roofing Co
Spray Rite Pest Control, Inc.
Steinbauer Associates, Inc.

Strategic Energy Efficiency
Sunbrite Outdoor Furniture, Inc.
SunTrust Bank

The Cardiology Center
Withers/Suddath Van Lines

In-kind Sponsors

Geiger—South Florida

Florida Power and Light Company
Integrated Health Providers Network, Inc.
Mobile Chiropractic, Inc.

National Distributing Company, Inc.

The Catering Shop
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_Jdinkings

The Historical Museum would like to thank the following auction sponors for their
generosity & assistance in making this event a success:

94th Aero Squadron

A-1 Sun Protection

A-Dish Catering

Alberton’s, Inc.

Alaska Airlines

Alexander’s Catering

American Airlines

Art Martinez Sound Productions

Arthur Murray Dance Studios

Avant Garde Salon and Spa

Benihana, Inc.

Best Western Oceanfront—
Miami Beach

Blue Door at Delano

Blue Moon Hotel-Miami Beach

Brandsmart U.S.A

Broward Center for the Performing Arts

Butterfly World

Carroll’s Jewelers

Catch of the Day

Cellar Club at the Biltmore Hortel

Christy’s Restaurant

Club Med

Coconut Grove Playhouse

Complete Fitness

Cookies by Design

Courtyard by Marriott Oceanside—
Jensen Beach

Crowne Plaza Oceanfront—
North Palm Beach

Dale Carnegie Training South Florida

Don Shula’s Hotel and Golf Club

Doral Resort and Spa
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DoubleTree Hotel Oceanfront—
North Palm Beach

DoubleTree Hotel-Palm Beach Gardens

DoubleTree Tysons, VA

DoubleTree, Washington DC

Dr. and Mrs. John Nords, 11T

Dr. Edmund Parnes

Dr. Michael Rosenberg

Mr. Elias Benabib

Embassy Suites—Palm Beach Gardens

Everglades Vacation Rentals

Farrey’s Lighting Decorative Hardware
And Accessories

Fleming’s a Taste of Denmark

Florida Marlins Baseball Club

Florida Panthers

Florida Stage

Footprint Expeditions

Four Points Sheraton-The Charles Group Hotels

Fresco California Bistro

Geiger-South Florida

Guy Harvey Enterprises, Inc.

H&H Jewels

Hampton Inn—Palm Beach Gardens

Holiday South Beach Resort-Miami Beach

Hotel Place St. Michel

Hotel Sofitel-Miami

Huston’s Restaurant

Hutchinson Island Marriott

Inter continental West Dade

J. Bolado Clothiers

Jr. Orange Bowl Committee

Jackie Gleason Theater

Jimmie’s Chocolates- Coral Gables
Jungle Queen Riverboat
Jupiter Beach Resort
Kendall Car Wash
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex
La Loggia Restaurant and Lounge
Leon’s Wine and Liquor Center
Lescalier Restaurant—
The Breakers Palm Beach
MK Tours
M&M backhoe
Mango Inn Bed and Breakfast-Lakeworth
Mango’s Tropical Café
Mano Fine Art
Marco Polo Ramada Beach Resort—
Miami Beach
Maroosh Mediterranean Restaurant
Marriott Palm Beach Gardens
Miami Airport Marriott Hotel
Miami City Ballet
Miami City Club
Miami-Dade County Youth Fair
Miami Dolphins
Miami Heat
Miami Seaquarium
Miccosukee Resort & Gaming
Morikami Museum Japanese Gardens
National Distributing Company, Inc.
New World Symphony
Occidental Allegro Resorts
On the Border Mexican Grill
Paradise Farms
Penn House Productions

Radisson Mart Plaza Hotel-Miami

Rama Air-conditioning

Renaissance Miami Biscayne Hotel

Richard Petty Driving Experience

Romano Macaroni Grill

Sam’s Club

Shorty’s BBQ

Sir Galloway Drycleaners

Skaggs Office Products

Smith & Wollensky Steak House

Sushi Maki

Symphony Jewelers

The Alexander All Suite Luxury Hotel

The City of Coral Gables Park
and Recreation

The Colony Hotel & Cabana Club—
Delray Beach

The Country Club of Miami

The Hanging Basket

The Miami City Club

The Rusty Pelican

The Yoga Institute of Miami

Theater of the Sea

Tony Mendoza—Artist

Touch South Beach

Towne Flower Shoppe

Trattoria Sole

Tween Waters Inn

Fred and Pam Vicks

Walt Disney World Company

Westin Key Largo Resort

Withers/ Suddath Relocations

‘Wyndham Hotel and Resort-Miami Beach




Golden Age of Souvenirs
1890-1930

In the Eye of

Hurricane Andrew

Eugene F. Provenzo, Jr., and
Asterie Baker Provenzo

“In the year of its 10th anniver-
sary, In the Eye of Hurricane An-
drew makes us all reflect back on
this devastating event and its
impact on the citizens of South
Florida.”—Stephen P.
Leatherman, Director of the

International Hurricane Center
Cloth $24.95

Florida Hurricanes

and Tropical Storms
1871-2001, Expanded Edition
John M. Williams

and Iver W. Duedall

From reviews of the first edition:

“A comprehensive, factual, con-
cise book on Florida hurricanes.
... Land and space photographs
and storm trajectory maps are
especially informative. Williams
and Duedall are experts on
Florida meteorology, and they
have written a superb book.”

—Choice
Paper $14.95

The Highwaymen

Florida’s African-American
Landscape Painters

Gary Monroe

“The Highwaymen is a valuable
document of Florida’s rich cul-
tural past, showing how black
artists contributed to the dreamy
visions of Florida that were being
aggressively marketed at a time
when air conditioning and mos-
quito repellent in the 1950s made
the state a desirable destina-

tion.”—The Miami Herald
Cloth, $29.95

Florida’s Golden Age
of Souvenirs,

1890-1930

Larry Roberts

“Iustrates how mementoes
reinforce the image of Florida as
an enchanting semitropical para-
dise. Beautifully illustrated and
carefully researched.”—Southern

Historian
Cloth, $39.95

Florida’s Colonial
Architectural Heritage

Elsbeth K. Gordon

Foreword by Janet Snyder
Matthews

“The first well-researched and
carefully written history of an
important period in Florida
architecture, which details the
work of the original inhabitants
and the Spanish and English
settlers.”—Donald W. Curl,

Florida Atlantic University

The Florida Architectural Heritage Series
Florida Heritage Publications

Cloth, $39.95

The Architecture

of Leisure

The Florida Resort Hotels

of Henry Flagler and Henry Plant
Susan R. Braden

“Through an impressive blend-
ing of images, architectural
analysis, and cultural perspec-
tive, Braden uncovers the multi-
layered meaning of the Florida
resort hotel.”—Carroll Van West,

Center for Historic Preservation
Cloth $34.95

Andient Miamians
The Tequesta of South Florida

)%'(‘/m‘ecturc

UNIVERSITY PRESS OF

GARY MONROE

Ancient Miamians
The Tequesta of South Florida
William E. McGoun

“Ancient Miamians places a pre-
historic face on a Miami that too
often is regarded as a modern
postscript to Flagler’s railroad.
McGoun paints 10,000 years of
human history onto a missing
piece of Florida archaeology.”
—Robert S. Carr, director, Dade
County Historic Preservation
Division

Cloth, $39.95

Archaeology of

the Everglades

John W. Griffin

Edited by Jerald T. Milanich

and James J. Miller

“An extremely important work. .
. .Now that Congress has man-
dated the restoration of the Ever-
glades . . . this book will provide
researchers as well as the general
public with an understanding of
what the Everglades were like
prior to drainage and how hu-
mans utilized this natural won-
der.”—Randolph ]. Widmer,

University of Houston
Cloth $55.00

Order through full-service
booksellers, our website at
www.upf.com, or with VISA,
American Express, or M/C toll
free: 1-800-226-3822

GAINESVILLE, TALLAHASSEE, TAMPA, BOCA RATON, PENSACOLA, ORLANDO, MIAMI, JACKSONVILLE, FORT MYERS

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY




\
FrRoM THE DESK OF BOB

At FPL, we know that our real power comes
from our diverse mix of people.

FPL is proud to support the Historical
Museum of Southern Florida for preserving
our diverse heritage.

'

WWW.FPL .com an FPL Group company

The Bermont Group
Salomon Smith Barney

Peter L. Bermont Richard B. Bermont
Senior Vice President - Investments

Senior Vice President - Investments
Senior Portfolio Manager

Senior Portfolio Manager
Adam E. Carlin
First Vice President - Investments
One Southeast 3rd Avenue, Suite 2950, Miami, FL 33131

(305) 577-1100
(305) 577-1102
(800) 327-4607

SALOMON SMITH BARNEY *

Amember of C|t|qrou6J"

©2002 Salomon Smith Barney Inc. Member SIPC. Salomor

1 Smith Barney is a registered service mark of Salomon Smith Barney Inc.

You can make

history by
sponsoring an

Audubon bird.

All proceeds go to

the museum’s endowment.

For information,
call Marcia Kanner,
Endowment Officer at
305.375:1492
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South Hoxida ha BN eaénta,

For more information on planning your special event at the Historical Museum,
call 305.375.1492 or e-mail tropees@historical-museum.org

MUSEUM STORE

Books.

Posters.

Historical Jewelry.
Unique Gifts.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

...and much more

L ] ] n
Located in the Historical Museum WHATEVER

of Southern Florida

Miami-Dade Cultural Center
101 Weet Flaglor . WWW.FALKEINC.COM

Miami, FL 33130
305.375.1492 305-536-1111

www.historical-museum.org
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‘ Z We Went Yoeu Te Be!

The TROPEES are a dynamic
group who offer a unique
format for involvement with
the Historical Museum.

FamilyF U N Days

Every Second Saturday
1to 4 pm FREE!

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Cocktails, lectures, tours and
incredible fund-raising events
always with a historical twist. and
always to help support the
Historical Museum.

GET INVGLVED WITH
THE TRQPEES!

JOIN the fun! Become a member
SIGN-UP on a committee
VOLUNTEER to work at an event
SPGNSGR an Event

INTERESTED?
o CALL (?@5) 8756-1492 J
v/
| N/ |

IR

&
WOUSE PRODUCY "~ scnc

) \3
DJSs QO \WILLAMPENNHOUSE 'O Karooke
oS Entertalnment Specialst

Dancers

Magicions Office (954) 345-5110 c
Sdborm £.moli: pennhouse@yahoo.com  Event Planning
mb 9172 N.W. 41 Manor Catering
Photography  Coral Springs. FL 33065  Videography

TS e
l\ Uhey

FLORIST “~-—=
Gourmet Baskets * Fruit Shipping
1-800-776-2668

& GIFTS

(305) 233-2668
Fax: (305) 255-1978

16115 S.W. 117 Ave. #10
Miami, FL 33157

Grant Livingston

Miami’s "Historian In Song”
singer / songwriter / guitarist

‘ Original songs of Florida’s history and environment
Recordings available af the
Historical Museum's Gift Shop or online.

For information on live performance call or visit online
305-444-1230
http://www.grantlivingston.com

FIAY O MUSICIANS

Add a touch of class to
/ your special event.

Sophisticated Entertainment
provided by the versatile ensembles
of "Bravo Musicians'.

Classical and Popular selections
to satisfy every taste.

Phone: 305-598-2963
Fax: 305-598-2484
members.aol.com/BravoMiami

BRAVO!




This summer kids will make history!

Tropical Explorers Summer Camp

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

A different session every week!

. - .
June 16 to August 8 Different activities in every session!

9 am to 5 pm Historical Museum members—$90 per session

Non-members—$100 per session
Children 6 to 12
Fees include T-shirt, snacks, field trips, plus kid glove

and lunch box, courtesy of the Florida Marlins.

Register by June 1 and receive
$10 OFF total registration fee!
Register early for the opportunity
to win one additional session!

Information and registration 305.375.1628 or www.historical-museum.org

A South Florida tradition to benefit the Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Be a part of the tradition!

Saturday & Sunday, November 22 & 23 ¢ 10 am to 5 pm
Miami-Dade County Fair & Expo Center, Coral Way & SW 112th Avenue

| A S (e 5 z=ls o1 g P T T
historical reenactments, childrens activities, mus

Call the Historical Museum today to reserve exhibitor space,
purchase advance tickets, to become a corporate partner or to volunteer.

305.375.1492 website at www.historical-museum.org

SOUTH FLORIDA HISTORY 43



Assignment Miami:

Explore the history of newspaper photography in Greater Miami

June 19, 2003—January 18, 2004
An exhibition at the Historical Museum of Southern Florida

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 608
MIAMI, FL




